
 

The logic of the world and the logic of the Gospel 
– two opposing lifestyles that day’s Gospel reading 
invites us to reflect upon – was the theme of the 
Pope’s meditation before praying the Angelus with 
the thousands of faithful gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square. 

 
The Holy Father spoke about the parable of the 

unfaithful and corrupt manager, whom Jesus 
praises despite his dishonesty. “We should note 
that this man is not presented as a model to follow, 
but rather as an example of cunning. This man is 
accused of the mismanagement of his master’s af-
fairs and, before being removed, astutely tries to 
curry the favor of his debtors, writing off a part of 
the debt so as to guarantee a future for himself”. 

 
To this worldly shrewdness we are called to re-

spond with Christian shrewdness, which is a gift of 
the Holy Spirit. “This means distancing ourselves 
from the spirit and values of the world. … Worldli-
ness is expressed in attitudes of corruption, decep-
tion, abuse of power, and constitutes the most erro-
neous path … but the easiest to follow. Instead, the 
spirit of the Gospel requires a sober lifestyle – seri-
ous but joyful, full of joy – and challenging, based 
on honesty, righteousness, respect for others and 
their dignity, with a sense of duty. This is Christian 
shrewdness!” 

 
The journey of life “necessarily involves a choice 

between these two roads. … You cannot oscillate 
between one and the other, because they move ac-
cording to different and conflicting logics. … The 
conclusion of the passage from the Gospel is 
strong and categorical: ‘No servant can serve two   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and de-
spise the other’”. 

 
“With this teaching, Jesus exhorts us to choose 

clearly between Him and the spirit of the world, be-
tween the logic of corruption, abuse of power and 
greed, and that of righteousness, meekness and 
sharing”, the Pope affirmed. “Some people behave 
in relation to corruption as they would with drugs: 
they think they can take it and leave it as they 
please. They start with something minor: a kickback 
here, a bribe there … And between this and that 
they gradually lose their freedom. Corruption too 
causes dependency, and generates poverty, exploi-
tation and suffering. How many victims of corrup-
tion there are in the world today! So many victims 
of this widespread corruption. However, when we 
try to follow the logic of the Gospel fully, we be-
come artisans of justice and open up horizons of 
hope for humanity. In gratuity and in the giving of 
ourselves to our brothers we serve the right master: 
God”.  
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Parish News 
 

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been 

attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a reg-
istration form located on the table in the back of the church next 
to the hospitality table.  You may drop it off in the collection bas-
ket at your convenience.     

 
 Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for 

Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM. 
 
Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 

7:30 pm in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more 
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at         
rkearney89@gmail.com.  

  
Music Classes 
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on 

how to read music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 
pm to 7 pm in the church. 

 
 Group Guitar Classes 

April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th 
through November 23rd.  If you are interested, but do not have a gui-
tar, contact April. 

 
DennisSchmitz passing 
Dennis Schmitz, a parishioner and Usher at St. Augustine the past 

several years, died in his sleep Saturday, September 14.  Dennis 
grew up in Dubuque, Iowa. He graduated from Loras College and the 
University of Chicago, where he met and married his late wife Loretta 

D'Agostino in 1960; they had five children together. He was a pub-
lished poet, a Guggenheim Fellow, and awarded grants from the Na-
tional Endowment of the Arts. His work appeared in the Alaska Quar-
terly Review, American Poetry Review, The Nation, Paris Review, the 
Chicago Review, and Zyzzyva. Funeral arrangements will be pub-
lished when finalized upon Fr. Augustine’s return. 

He also taught writing and literature at Illinois Institute of Technol-
ogy, University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee and CSU, Sacramento. His 
former students include Raymond Carver, Charlene Ungstad, Gary 

Short, and Gary Thompson. He opposed the death penalty and pro-
tested executions.     
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________ Weekly Calendar:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

Monday: Sept 23rd  
8:30 am Communion Service 
7:30 pm Young Adults 
 
Tuesday: Sept 24th 
8:30 am Communion Service 
 
Wednesday: Sept 25th 
  8:30 am Communion Service 
  7 pm: Choir 
 

Thursday: Sept 26th  
   8:30 am Communion Service 
 

Friday Sept 27th 
   8:30 am Communion Service 
 

Saturday Sept 28th 
   4 pm: Reconciliation  
   5 pm:  Vigil Mass  
 

Sunday: Sept 29th                                             
   8am: Holy Mass 
   9am: Family Faith Formation 
  10:30am: Holy  Mass 
  12:00 pm: RCIA Inquiry 
  6 pm: Holy Mass 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 IN OUR PRAYERS 

Please remember in your prayers 
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes 
and Harold Jacobson, John Mead-
ows, Helena Kozler, Sabina Caybut 

  

And those who have died: Travis 
Rankin, Frances Delegeane, Tino 
Rabez, Efrain Ingoanzo, Julio Cesar 
Davila-Fuentes, Dennis Schmitz  

  

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday, Sept 21st 5:00 pm Mass 
Helen Prara (+) 
 

Sunday, Sept 22nd 8:00 am Mass 
Gerald Rice Jr. (+) 
 

Sunday, Sept 22nd 10:30 am Mass  
Parishioners & Benefactors 
 
 

 WEEKLY OFFERING 
Sept. 15th Collection:      

$3.310.00(Includes EFT)   

    FAITH FORMATION BEGINS:  

Faith Formation will begin next week in the Parish 
Center Hall.  It is not to late to join.  Classes will begin at 
9:10 am.  We begin with prayer together as a Family 
community.  If you have not registered your child for 
this program, there are forms in the vestibule of the 
church.  The class period is one hour.  It is important to 
arrive on time. For more information please call the 
Parish office.   All are welcome.  

Class/Grade Level Descriptions:  

Kinder and 1st grade: Led by Miss Rebecca, an emphasis on 
Learning about the Love of God, Faith and Prayer. 

2nd Grade and Sacramental Prep: Learning about the Sac-
raments and preparing to receive them.  Miss Maria & Miss 
Karen. 

3rd to 6th Grade: Miss Natasha will lead this group to 
learn more about their Faith, Saints and how to live as Chris-
tians in our everyday life. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

Are you interested in investigating into the Catholic 
Christian  faith and practices?  Are you interested in learn-
ing more about becoming a Catholic, or receiving your sac-
raments? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry 
(aka RCIA) has begun.  Our group meets at 12 noon, follow-
ing the 10:30 am Mass, in the parish Rectory.  Please con-
tact Jay Mitchell, RCIA Team Leader at he Parish office 
(510.653.8631) for  more information. 

 

NEW Theology of the Body Workshop – October 12  
Please plan to attend this relationship conference for 

teens, parents, catechists. Speakers will include D.J. Huene-
man on Theology of the Body, and Cynthia J. Wood, J.D., from 
Feminists for Life on preventing sexual harassment.   

 

The conference will be held on Saturday, October 12 
from 9 AM – 4 PM in Pleasant Hill.  Hosted by Ethos Califor-
nia in partnership with the Office of Life & Justice, Diocese 
of Oakland.  To register, text “ethosca” to 313131 or call 
925-449-5887.   
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

For Adults: Can cheating and deception ever be justified?  
 
For Children:  If someone treats you unfairly, do you have the right to do the same to them?  
  

 

 
 

  

  

  

 

 
 

 SVdP Second Collection September 28-29, 2019.  September is a month with five Sun-

days. Parish practice is that during such months, a second collection is conducted to support our parish 
conference of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.  You should find envelopes in the pews this weekend, 
use for your donation next weekend (September 28th-September 29th).  Thank you in advance for your 
generosity in supporting this important act of mercy. 

 
 

NEW CRS Response in the Bahamas due to the Devastation of Hurricane Dorian  
   

 The Bahamas is reeling from the catastrophic Category 5  Hurricane Dorian, which struck and hov-

ered over its northern islands from September 1-3, 2019, with winds between 185 mph and 220 mph, 

causing massive devastation. The hurricane’s 12-15 inches of rainfall,  and storm surges at 18-23 feet 

above sea level, washed away or collapsed buildings, telecommunications, infrastructure and homes. 

  

   The northwestern Bahamas islands of Abaco and Grand Bahama, as well as the surrounding cays, 

were hardest hit. 70,000 people were left homeless and thousands are trying to get off the most se-

verely impacted islands since most of their property and possessions were destroyed. As of Sept. 

11th, 50 people were reported dead, and with hundreds still reported missing, the death toll is ex-

pected to rise significantly. Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is coordinating with  partners on the 

ground and have emergency staff in the region to support relief efforts. It is working closely with Ca-

ritas Grenada and Caritas Puerto Rico to coordinate transportation and distributions of relief supplies.  

 

   Donations will provide affected families with essential relief, such as food, emergency shelter and 

safe water. CRS is prioritizing local purchase and cash programming to support recovery of the local 

market. The agency will soon be mapping out support for rebuilding and long-term recovery.  Prayers 

and financial contributions are badly needed for the victims of this tragedy. CRS has made available a 

prayer for those affected by Hurricane Dorian in both English and Spanish, at hurricane prayer. To 

make a donation for CRS’ relief efforts in the Bahamas and for periodic updates on their ongoing re-

lief work, go to their homepage at https://www.crs.org/stories/emergency-response-hurricane-dorian . For fur-

ther information, contact the diocesan CRS office at mmckimmey@cceb.org or 510-768-3176.  To 

support the disaster relief efforts of Catholic Charities USA and its local partner agencies for those 

affected in the United States by Hurricane Dorian, please go to www.cceb.org.  
 

https://www.crs.org/stories/emergency-response-hurricane-dorian

