
 

This Sunday’s Gospel helps us understand what 
it means to love, and more than anything how to 
avoid certain risks. In the parable there is a rich 
man who does not notice Lazarus, a poor man who 
was ‘at his gate’. This rich man, in fact, does not do 
evil towards anyone; nothing says that he is a bad 
man. But he has a sickness much greater than 
Lazarus’, who was ‘full of sores’: this rich man suf-
fers from terrible blindness, because he is not able 
to look beyond his world, made of banquets and 
fine clothing. He cannot see beyond the door of his 
house to where Lazarus lies, because what is hap-
pening outside does not interest him. He does not 
see with his eyes, because he cannot feel with his 
heart. For into it a worldliness has entered which 
anaesthetizes the soul.  

 
This worldliness is like a ‘black hole’ that swal-

lows up what is good, which extinguishes love, be-
cause it consumes everything in its very self. And 
so here a person sees only outward appearances, 
no longer noticing others because one has become 
indifferent to everyone. The one who suffers from 
grave blindness often takes on ‘squinting’ behavior: 
he looks with adulation at famous people, of high 
rank, admired by the world, yet turns his gaze away 
from the many Lazarus's of today, from the poor, 
from the suffering who are the Lord’s beloved. 

 
But the Lord looks at those who are neglected 

and discarded by the world. Lazarus is the only one 
named in all of Jesus’ parables. His name means 
‘God helps’. God does not forget him; He will wel-
come him to the banquet in His kingdom, together 
with Abram, in communion with all who suffer. The 
rich man in the parable, on the other hand, does 
not even have a name; his life passes by forgotten, 

because whoever lives for himself does not write 
history. And a Christian must write history! He or 
she must go out from themselves, to write history! 
But whoever lives for themselves cannot write his-
tory. Today’s callousness causes chasms to be dug 
that can never be crossed. And we have fallen, at 
this time, into the sickness of indifference, selfish-
ness and worldliness. 

 
There is another detail in the parable, a contrast. 

The opulent life of this nameless man is described 
as being ostentatious: everything about him con-
cerns needs and rights. Even when he is dead he 
insists on being helped and demands what is to his 
benefit. Lazarus’ poverty, however, is articulated 
with great dignity: from his mouth no complaints or 
protests or scornful words issue. This is a valuable 
teaching: as servants of the word of Jesus we have 
been called not to parade our appearances and not 
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Parish News 
 
Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been at-

tending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration 
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospi-
tality table.  You may drop it off in the collection basket at your con-
venience.     

 
 Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” 

every Sunday at 9:10 AM. 
 
Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 

pm in the church.  Beginning, Monday, October 7th, gatherings begin 
at 7:30 pm in the  hospitality area of the church. In October the Young 
Adult Group will be discussing “Mercy”.   

   
If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young 

Adult group, please email Richard Kearney at:                               
rkearney89@gmail.com.  

 
Catholic Voice Collection 
October 5th and 6th the Parish will be conducting the annual 2nd 

Collection for The Catholic Voice.  Each registered family of our par-
ish receives a subscription of the Diocese of Oakland’s bi-monthly 
newspaper.  This collection helps to offset the annual cost to the par-
ish.  If you are a registered parishioner, and are not receiving The 
Catholic Voice, please contact Linda Prara-Jenkins. 

 
Music Classes 
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how 

to read music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 
pm in the church. 

 
Group Guitar Classes 
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th 

through November 23rd.  If you are interested, but do not have a gui-
tar, contact April. 

 
Dennis Schmitz Funeral: 
The memorial mass for Dennis Schmitz has been scheduled for Fri-

day, October 25th, beginning at 11 AM.  All are welcome. 
 
Dennis was an accomplished poet and professor of writing and lit-

erature.  His profound Catholic faith led him to oppose the death pen-
alty and protested at every execution in California. 
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Monday:  Sept  30th 
8:30 am Communion Service 
7:30 pm Young Adults 
 
Tuesday: Oct 1st 
8:30 am Communion Service 
 
Wednesday: Oct 2nd 
  8:30 am Communion Service 
  6:30 pm: RCIA Inquiry 
  7 pm: Choir 
 

Thursday: Oct 3rd  
   8:30 am Communion Service 
 

Friday:  Oct 4th 
   8:30 am Holy Mass 
 

Saturday: Oct 5th 
   4 pm: Reconciliation  
   5 pm:  Vigil Mass  
 

Sunday: Oct 6th                                             
   8am: Holy Mass 
   9am: Family Faith Formation 
  10:30am: Holy  Mass 
   12:00 pm: RCIA Inquiry 
  6 pm: Holy Mass 
 

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes 
and Harold Jacobson, Loraine 
Moran, Curtis Hanson, John Mead-
ows, Helena Kozler, Sabina Caybut 

 

 And those who have died:   Den-
nis Schmitz, Travis Rankin, Frances 
Delegeane,  Tino Rabez 

  
MASS INTENTIONS 
 
Sunday, Sept 29th 8 am Mass 
Allan D. Sanchez Sr. (+) 
 

Sunday, Sept 29th 6:00 pm Mass  
Parishioners & Benefactors 
 

 WEEKLY OFFERING 
September 22nd Collection:    

$2,985.50(Includes EFT) 

  BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: In honor of St. Francis of As-
sisi, the blessing of the animals will take place next Sunday at 
the 10:30 am Mass.  All are welcome to bring their pets for 
this special Mass.  For your pets safety please make sure that 
all dogs are on leash, and other animals are in their safe 
travel  containers.  

MINISTRY RETREAT: Saturday, October 19th is the Annual 
Ministry Retreat at St. Albert’s Priory, from 8:30 am until 2 
pm.  All ministers and volunteers are invited to join for a 
morning of prayer, fellowship and sharing.  Please complete 
the flyer, available in the vestibule of the church or contact 
the Parish office for more information. 

SPIRITUAL BOOK CLUB: The next session of the Spiritual 
Book club will begin on Tuesday, October 9th and Friday, Oc-
tober 11th.  We will be reading a book on Meditation.  If you 
would like more information, please contact Linda at the Par-
ish office. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Are you inter-
ested in learning more about becoming a   Catholic, or re-
ceiving your sacraments.  The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults Inquiry has begun.  Our group meets at 12 noon, fol-
lowing the 10:30 am mass on Sunday.  Please contact Jay 
Mitchell, RCIA Team Leader at the Parish office for more in-
formation. 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children be-
tween the ages of 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in 
Faith Formation.  Classes are held on Sunday morning, from 
9:10 am to 10:10 am.  Please contact the Parish office for 
more information. 

YOUNG ADULTS GROUP: Join the Young Adult group for a 
Social Hour at Drake’s Dealership (2325 Broadway in Oakland 
at 7:30 pm tomorrow, Sept 30th.  If you are new to the Par-
ish, please email the group at: st-augustines-young-adults-
group@gmail.com to be added to the list for future an-
nouncements. 
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

For Adults:  What are the “rewards” for caring for the needs of the poor? 
 
For Children:  What is one thing you and your family could do this week to help those who are 

poor or sick?  
  

 

 
 

  

  

  

 

 
to seek for glory; nor can we be sad or full of complaints. We are not prophets of gloom who take delight 

in unearthing dangers or deviations; we are not people who become ensconced in our own surroundings, 
handing out bitter judgments on our society, on the Church, on everything and everyone, polluting the world 
with our negativity. Pitiful skepticism does not belong to whoever is close to the word of God.  

 

Whoever proclaims the hope of Jesus carries joy and sees a great distance; such persons have the hori-
zon open before them; there is no wall closing them in; they see a great distance because they know how 
to see beyond evil and beyond their problems. At the same time, they see clearly from up close, because 
they are attentive to their neighbor and to their neighbor's needs. The Lord is asking this of us today: before 
all the Lazarus's whom we see, we are called to be disturbed, to find ways of meeting and helping, without 
always delegating to others or saying: ‘I will help you tomorrow; I have no time today, I’ll help you tomor-
row’. This is a sin. The time taken to help others is time given to Jesus; it is love that remains: it is our 
treasure in heaven, which we earn here on earth. 

 

And so, dear catechists, dear brothers and sisters, may the Lord give us the grace to be renewed every 
day by the joy of the first proclamation to us: Jesus died and is risen, Jesus loves us personally! May He 
give us the strength to live and proclaim the commandment of love, overcoming blindness of appearances, 
and worldly sadness. May He make us sensitive to the poor, who are not an afterthought in the Gospel but 
an important page, always open before all”. 

The Holy See Press Office 

NEW CRS Response in the Bahamas due to the Devastation of Hurricane Dorian  
   

 The Bahamas is reeling from the catastrophic Category 5  Hurricane Dorian, which struck and hov-

ered over its northern islands from September 1-3, 2019, with winds between 185 mph and 220 mph, 

causing massive devastation. The hurricane’s 12-15 inches of rainfall,  and storm surges at 18-23 feet 

above sea level, washed away or collapsed buildings, telecommunications, infrastructure and homes. 
  

      Donations will provide affected families with essential relief, such as food, emergency shelter and 

safe water. CRS is prioritizing local purchase and cash programming to support recovery of the local 

market. The agency will soon be mapping out support for rebuilding and long-term recovery.  Prayers 

and financial contributions are badly needed for the victims of this tragedy. CRS has made available a 

prayer for those affected by Hurricane Dorian in both English and Spanish, at hurricane prayer. To 

make a donation for CRS’ relief efforts in the Bahamas and for periodic updates on their ongoing re-

lief work, go to their homepage at https://www.crs.org/stories/emergency-response-hurricane-dorian . For fur-

ther information, contact the diocesan CRS office at mmckimmey@cceb.org or 510-768-3176.  To 

support the disaster relief efforts of Catholic Charities USA and its local partner agencies for those 

affected in the United States by Hurricane Dorian, please go to www.cceb.org.  
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