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Advent Season
Some people think that Advent serves as an anticipation of Christ’s birth in the season leading up
to Christmas. This is part of the story, but there’s
more to Advent.
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin
word adventus, meaning “coming,” which is a translation of the Greek word parousia. Scholars believe
that during the 4th and 5th centuries in Spain and
Gaul, Advent was a season of preparation for the
baptism of new Christians at the January feast of
Epiphany, the celebration of God’s incarnation represented by the visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus
(Matthew 2:1), His baptism in the Jordan River by
John the Baptist (John 1:29), and His first miracle
at Cana (John 2:1). During this season of preparation, Christians would spend 40 days in penance,
prayer, and fasting to prepare for this celebration;
originally, there was little connection between Advent and Christmas.
By the 6th century, however, Roman Christians
had tied Advent to the coming of Christ. But the
“coming” they had in mind was not Christ’s first
coming in the manger in Bethlehem, but His second
coming in the clouds as the judge of the world. It
was not until the Middle Ages that the Advent season was explicitly linked to Christ’s first coming at
Christmas. Today, the season of Advent lasts for
four Sundays leading up to Christmas.
Advent symbolizes the present situation of the
Church in these “last days” (Acts 2:17, Hebrews
1:2), as God’s people wait for the return of Christ in
glory to consummate his eternal kingdom. The
Church is in a similar situation to Israel at the end
of the Old Testament: in exile, waiting and hoping
in prayerful expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel looked back to God’s past gracious actions on their behalf in leading them out of Egypt in

the Exodus, and, on this basis, they called for God
once again to act for them. In the same way, the
Church, during Advent, looks back upon Christ’s
coming in celebration while, at the same time, looking forward in eager anticipation to the coming of
Christ’s kingdom when He returns for his people. In
this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” perfectly represents the Church’s cry during the Advent season:
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appears.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
While Israel would have sung the song in expectation of Christ’s first coming, the Church now sings
the song in commemoration of that first coming and
in expectation of the second coming in the future.
To balance the two elements of remembrance and
anticipation, the first two Sundays in Advent
(through December 16th) look forward to Christ’s
second coming, and the last two Sundays
(December 17th – 24th) look backward to remember
Christ’s first coming.
Continued on page 4
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Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. Beginning, Monday, October 7th, gatherings begin
at 7:30 pm in the hospitality area of the church. In October the Young
Adult Group will be discussing “Mercy”. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group, please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net pm in the church.
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Group Guitar Classes
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through November 23rd. If you are interested, but do not have a guitar, contact April.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
gladly repair it free of charge.
Weekly Offering
November 24th Collection:

$3,877 (Includes EFT)

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL: of Alameda County invites you to consider one
of many volunteer opportunities available. Please visit there website at
Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.

St. Augustine Catholic Church

First Sunday of Advent

FROM THE DESK OF THE FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR-

December 1st, 2019
WEEKLY CALENDAR:

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME - Are you a Catholic who now
feels separated from the Church? Would you like to know more about
the Catholic Church as it is today? Do you miss the Eucharist? — Our
faith community misses you and is eager to welcome you home. No matter how long you’ve been away and no matter the reason, we invite you
to renew your relationship with Christ in the Catholic Church. Contact
Rebecca: rmesafaithformation@gmail.com

Tuesday: December 3rd
8:30 am Holy Mass

St. Augustine’s Catholic Church has an open door for Returning
Catholics—
We welcome you!

Wed: December 4th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children between the ages of
5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in Faith Formation. Classes are held on
Sunday morning, from 9:10 am to 10:10 am. Please contact the Parish office
for more information.
ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH BOUTIQUE: December 8th after the 10:30am
Mass. Get ready to spend some money!!!!! For all the fabulous and wonderful
items at the Parish Boutique!!! Get your Christmas shopping done early and
JOIN US!!!!
RCIA - Sun 12:00 Noon & Wed 6:30 pm
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Participants, known as
catechumens go through a process of studying the Gospel, nurturing their relationship with God, becoming familiar with the Catholic teachings and practices, professing their faith in Jesus and the Church, and receiving the sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us
at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will
get contact you as soon possible.
Adult Catechesis/Education— Catholic Social Teaching (CST) is a central
and essential element of our faith. Its roots are in the Hebrew prophets who announced God's special love for the poor and called God's people to a covenant of
love and justice. It is a teaching founded on the life and words of Jesus Christ, who
came "to bring glad tidings to the poor . . . liberty to captives . . . recovery of sight
to the blind"(Lk 4:18-19), and who identified himself with "the least of these," the
hungry and the stranger (cf. Mt 25:45). Catholic social teaching is built on a commitment to the poor. This commitment arises from our experiences of Christ in the
eucharist. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, "To receive in truth
the Body and Blood of Christ given up for us, we must recognize Christ in the poorest, his brethren" (no. 1397).
CST emerges from the truth of what God has revealed to us about himself. We
believe in the triune God whose very nature is communal and social. God the Father sends his only Son Jesus Christ and shares the Holy Spirit as his gift of love.
God reveals himself to us as one who is not alone, but rather as one who is relational, one who is Trinity. Therefore, we who are made in God's image share this
communal, social nature. We are called to reach out and to build relationships of
love and justice.
CST is based on and inseparable from our understanding of human life and
human dignity. Every human being is created in the image of God and redeemed
by Jesus Christ, and therefore is invaluable and worthy of respect as a member of
the human family. Every person, from the moment of conception to natural death,
has inherent dignity and a right to life consistent with that dignity. Human dignity
comes from God, not from any human quality or accomplishment. Our commitment to the Catholic social mission must be rooted in and strengthened by our
spiritual lives. In our relationship with God we experience the conversion of heart
that is necessary to truly love one another as God has loved us.
-- from
Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions

Mon: December 2nd
8:30 am Holy Mass
7:30 pm Young Adults

Thurs: December 5th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Fri: December 6th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Sat: December 7th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sun: December 8th
8:00 am: Holy Mass
9:10 am Family Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,
Ray Zielezienski. Courtenay Redis,
Sean DeLargy, Roger Arnhart
And those who have died: Dennis
Schmitz, Anita Eble, Del Lennon,
John Meadows. Doris Habiger,
Ursula Masquelier.
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 30th 5 pm
Mass
Robert (Bo) Nora (-)
Sunday, December 1st, 8:00 am
Mass
The Buttucci Family and Otis
(+)
Sunday December 1st,:30 am
Mass
The Buttucci Family and Otis
(+)
Sunday, December 1st 6 pm
Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults:
What will you do during Advent so that others can see that you have put on the light
of Jesus Christ?
For Children: What will you do during Advent so that others can see of the of Jesus in you?

Continued from page 1
Roof work completed: We have been able to complete the roof work for Elizabeth House and the
Rectory right before the rains. I like to thank God that the work is completed without complications, and
on time. I want to thank the parish community for your support and prayers.
I pray that everyone has a peaceful and happy celebration of Thanksgiving, Christmas and New
Year. Let us approach this busy time of the year free from depression, anxiety and worry, in a spirit of
prayer, gratitude and love; also watching out for the less fortunate in our midst.
Father Augustine

An Advent Prayer for The Lord to Come
Prayer is a wonderful way to help cut away from distractions of the season and open your
heart to prepare for the joy and hope of Christ's birth. Here is a sample prayer to use during the
season to focus your heart and mind for the birth of Jesus Christ.
This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart.
Fill me with Your presence from the very start.
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given,
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven.
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever.
You came as a baby born in a manger.
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree,
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me.
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth,
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth.
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night.
And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light."
"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field.
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield.
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call.
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all.
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice.
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise.
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush.
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush.
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart.
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part.
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day.
Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray.
(Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart” from Proverbs 31 Ministries)

