
Whether you are single, a busy parent with kids, 
or empty-nesters, you can celebrate Advent like 
you are actually anticipating the coming of Christ—
which is the whole point. It's a spiritual journey! Fol-
lowing are a few suggestions to bring Advent to 
your homes. 

Remember the reason for the season; Advent 
and Christmas are Christian liturgical sea-
sons. When you know what the season is meant to 
be, you will more likely do the kinds of things that 
emphasize that purpose. 

Advent Wreath: One of the most popular ways 
to celebrate Advent is with an Advent wreath, or 
Advent candleholders, at home. Four candles 
(three purple and one pink), are used to count 
down the weeks until Christmas. Each Sunday of 
Advent one of the candles is lit and special prayers 
are said. Each Sunday of Advent has a particular 
theme leading up to the birth of Christ. 

Advent Dinners: Make the Sundays of Advent 
into something special. Prepare a nice dinner, or 
host a potluck, and invite over family & friends. This 
would be a great time to light the candles on your 
Advent wreath and invite all to join in the special 
prayers for that week. 

Prepare Seasonal Food: Many historically 
Catholic countries have traditions of preparing food 
that goes with the liturgical seasons, especially Ad-
vent and Christmas. Catholic bloggers are doing a 
great job of making these traditions more popular 
for all Catholics. An internet search will come up 
with lots of suggestions! 

Advent Devotional Reading: There are lots of 
great Advent books that take you deeper into the 
profound theology of Advent. God comes to us as a 
Child, and this is amazing to think about! Going 
through each day with a devotional reading is one 

of the best ways to spiritually prepare yourself for 
Christmas, the birth of the King of Kings. 

Special Prayers: Adopt special prayers during 
the Advent season. You can often find them in Ad-
vent devotional books. Christmas Novena is a 
popular way to prepare for the birth of Jesus. It 
starts on December 16

th
 and concludes on Decem-

ber 24
th
. 

Advent Penance Service: Advent is known as 
the “little Lent” and is, therefore, a time for peniten-
tial practices. Our parish Reconciliation Service is 
on December 16, Monday, at 7:00 PM.  Confes-
sion is an important part of preparing room for the 
coming of Christ into our hearts, that is allowing 
Him to draw us into deeper conversion. I invite eve-
ryone to take advantage of this wonderful opportu-
nity for Spiritual growth. Through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation you bring forgiveness and peace of 
Christ into your homes. 

Nativity Scenes: Nativity sets are a classic tra-
dition and are great to display during the Advent 
season. To make the display especially poignant, 
wait until Christmas Eve to place the Baby Jesus 
into the scene.  The Vatican has a neat tradition of 
the Holy Father blessing the Baby Jesus, from fam-
ily nativity scenes, called Bambinelli Sunday. This 
takes place on the third Sunday of Advent—
Gaudete Sunday. Perhaps you may ask your priest 
to bless your Baby Jesus figure! 

Father Augustine 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

Oakland, California                                • Second Sunday of Advent•                           December 8th, 2019 

Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com 
• Weekend Mass schedule • 

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

BRING ADVENT HOME 



St. Augustine Catholic Church Second Sunday of Advent December 8th, 2019 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 

 Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Augustine Joseph 

(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
pastorachurch@comcast.net 

 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Rebecca Mesa 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
mesafaithformation@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 
 
  

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been at-

tending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration 
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospi-
tality table.  You may drop it off in the collection basket at your con-
venience.     

  
 Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” 

every Sunday at 9:10 AM. 
  
Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 

pm in the church.  Beginning, Monday, October 7th, gatherings begin 
at 7:30 pm in the hospitality area of the church. In October the Young 
Adult Group will be discussing “Mercy”.  If you are interested in receiv-
ing more information about the Young Adult group, please email Rich-
ard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.  

  
Music Classes 
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how 

to read music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 
pm in the church. 

  
Group Guitar Classes 
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th 

through November 23rd.  If you are interested, but do not have a gui-
tar, contact April. 

 

 Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Con-

tact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will 
gladly repair it free of charge. 

 
 

Weekly Offering 
December 1st Collection:    $3,312  (Includes EFT) 
    
 

St. Vincent dePaul: of Alameda County invites you to consider one of 
many volunteer opportunities available.  Please visit there website at Svdp-
alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.  

  

Perpetual Candles. 
  
If you would like to purchase a Perpetual candle, please contact Linda in 

the rectory office.  The candles will be lit for one year in honor of your loved 
ones and are located in the Bishop John Cummins Devotional Chapel in the 
front of the church. 

     
  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
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FROM THE DESK OF THE FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR-

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME  - There’s an old saying that goes, 
“Once a Catholic, always a Catholic.” Maybe you have been away from the 
Church for a little while or for quite some time, but now you feel a tug at 
your heart calling you back to the Catholic Church. Listen to that tug. It’s 
your Heavenly Father reaching his arms out to you, the Holy Spirit whisper-
ing in your ear, hoping to draw you home. 

  

We hope you accept this as your invitation to rediscover the truth, won-
der and mystery of the Catholic faith. As your brothers and sisters in our 
worldwide Catholic family, we want you back. We’ve missed you, and our 
Church is not the same without you.  

  

Regardless of why you left or got out of the habit of going to Mass, 
you can always come home and return to the practice of the sacraments 
and the fullness of relationship with Jesus Christ and the Church he 
founded. We are Catholic. Welcome home.  Contact Rebecca:  rmesa-
faithformation@gmail.com 

  
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church has an open door for Re-

turning Catholics— 
We welcome you! 

 
  

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children between the 
ages of 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in Faith Formation.  
Classes are held on Sunday morning, from 9:10 am to 10:10 am.  Please 
contact the Parish office for more information. 

  

RCIA  - Sun 12:00 Noon & Wed 6:30 pm :  Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating 
members of the Catholic Church. Participants, known as catechumens go 
through a process of studying the Gospel, nurturing their relationship with 
God, becoming familiar with the Catholic teachings and practices, profess-
ing their faith in Jesus and the Church, and receiving the sacraments of 
initiation: Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Interested?  If so, 
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you 
are.   Either Jay or I will get contact  you as soon possible. 

  

Adult Catechesis/Education— Part I  
  

Catholicism 101: A Holy Communion Refresher  
  --Sacred Thinking by Mike Denz 

  

Holy Communion is the most precious thing Jesus left us, because Holy 
Communion IS Jesus.  Here are a few good things to remember about Holy 
Communion… 

  

1. The bread and the wine (mixed with water) transform into the body, 
blood soul and divinity of Jesus Christ during the Mass prayers which take 
place after the “Holy, Holy, Holy and before the “Mystery of Faith”. This is 
called the consecration, after which the substance of bread and wine no 
longer exist, but only Jesus. 

2.  Even the smallest particle of the host or the tiniest drop of the pre-
cious blood contain the entire body, blood soul and divinity of Jesus. Christ 
does not become divided when Communion is broken into pieces and you 
don’t receive more of Jesus if you consume a larger portion of the host or 
blood. 

3. The name “Holy Communion” refers to the communion we have with 
Jesus and each other when we receive Communion together at Mass. 
“Eucharist” means “thanksgiving”.  The “Blessed Sacrament” refers to the 
fact that this is the source and summit of all the other sacraments. 

WEEKLY CALENDAR:        
  
Mon: December 9th 
  8:30 am Holy Mass 
  7:30 pm Young Adults 
  

Tuesday: December 10th 
  8:30 am Holy Mass 
  

Wed: December11th 
  8:30 am Communion Service 
  6:30 pm RCIA 
  7 pm: Choir 
  

Thurs: December12th 
    8:30 am Holy Mass 
  

Fri:  December 13th 
   8:30 am Holy Mass 
    
Sat: December 14th 
   4 pm: Reconciliation  
   5 pm:  Vigil Mass  
  

Sun: December 15th 
    8:00 am: Holy Mass 
    9:10 am Family Faith Formation 
  10:30am: Holy  Mass 
  12:00 Noon RCIA 
     6 pm: Holy Mass 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
     IN OUR PRAYERS 
  

Please remember in your prayers 
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,  Ray 
Zielezienski. Courtenay Redis, Sean 
DeLargy, Roger Arnhart, Loraine 
Moran. 

  

 And those who have died:   Dennis 
Schmitz, Anita Eble, Del Lennon, John 
Meadows. Doris Habiger, Ursula Mas-
quelier. 

  

 MASS INTENTIONS 
  
Saturday, December 7th 5 pm Mass 
Amy Ketchum (-) 
Sunday, December 8th, 8:00  am 

Mass 
The Buttucci Family  and Otis(+) 
Sunday December 8th 10::30 am 

Mass 
The Buttucci Family and Otis (+) 

Sunday, December 8th 6 pm 
Mass 

Parishioners & Benefactors 
  

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

For Adults:  What do you need to change so that others can learn from watching you that Christ 
walks among us? 

                                  
For Children:   What could you do so that others will see in you what it means to follow Christ? 

 

 
 

An Advent Prayer for The Lord to Come 

Prayer is a wonderful way to help cut away from distractions of the season and open your 
heart to prepare for the joy and hope of Christ's birth. Here is a sample prayer to use during the 
season to focus your heart and mind for the birth of Jesus Christ. 

  
This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart. 

Fill me with Your presence from the very start. 
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given, 
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven. 
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever. 
You came as a baby born in a manger. 
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree, 
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me. 
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth, 
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth. 
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night. 
And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light." 
"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field. 
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield. 
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call. 
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all. 
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice. 
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise. 
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush. 
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush. 
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart. 
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part. 
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day. 
Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray. 

  
(Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart” from Proverbs 31 Ministries) 

 
ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE will be held on Monday, December 

16th at 7:00 pm.  Please join us on that evening.  There will be six priests 
available for Confession. 

Advent in the Twenty-first Century 
A new look at Advent and Incarnation as God with us (Emmanuel) aligning the traditional Christmas 

story and universe story in science today.  Religion and Science come together in Spirituality. 
  
Sr. Adeline Kroll, O.S.F. and Tony Fasanella 
Tuesday, December 17th from 7:00 pm to 8:00 pm at St. Augustine Church. 
  


