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Fifth Sunday of Lent
Jesus wept

In these challenging times there is a kind of touching beauty in Jesus in today’s Gospel. We
find Jesus, the Son of God, cry at the tomb of His friend Lazarus. God weeping! It is one of the
most poignant scenes in the Gospels. For me, it is so moving because we see Jesus sharing his
humanity with us.
The humanity of Jesus is something we can all identify with. Because Jesus got hungry and
thirsty, because He got weary and depressed, because He experienced fear and tribulations, we
know He understands how we feel in these same situations. We know He understands what it’s
like to be human. And just knowing this gives us HOPE. My Dad used to say, “nothing will ever
happen without the Lord’s knowledge.”
In the Gospel we also encounter the unshakable faith of Martha and Mary, even during the
darkest of hours. Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life.” Then He asks Martha, do you
believe this? She replies, “yes Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of
God, the one who is coming into the world.”
Jesus brings Lazarus back to life is, perhaps, one of his greatest miracles reported in the
Gospel of John. It proclaims the divinity of Christ; Jesus as God has power over life and death.
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During this pandemic, our hearts are crying out. It is hard to watch the news. Nearly the whole world is
afflicted by this epidemic. Watching television brings tears to our eyes.
Recalling God’s promise to Israel in Sunday’s First Reading – and through Israel to us – brings us
comfort and strength.
Thus, says the Lord God: O my people, I will open your graves, and have you rise from
them…
I will put my spirit in you that you may live…; thus, you shall know that I am the Lord. I
have promised, and I will do it says the Lord. (Ezekiel 37: 12, 14)
The responsorial psalm invites us to repeat: With the Lord there is mercy and fulness of redemption.
April 5th is Palm Sunday and the start of Holy Week. Probably, we will not be able to gather together for
the celebration which is so dear to our hearts.
Meanwhile, let us storm the heavens with our prayers that this endemic may end soon.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, save me, my family and the whole word from Covid-19
virus, from every evil and from eternal death, Amen.

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and He saved them from their distress;
He sent out his word and healed them,
and delivered them from destruction. (Psalm 107:19-20)

Father Augustine Joseph
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Parish News
Staff Meeting—Video Conferencing Style
As we all sat in various locations in different cities, Fr. Augustine was able to
conduct the staff meeting through a program called Zoom. As we sat in the
comfort of our homes, we were able to discuss staff business and catch up.
It is nice to be able to stay in touch!
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” every
Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Donations

For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
the
rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
www.staugustineoakland.com
not
leave an envelope in the mail box.
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net

Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Weekly Offering
Sunday, March 15th—$4,106 (Includes EFT)
Perpetual Candles
If you would like to purchase a Perpetual candle, please contact Linda in
the rectory office. The candles will be lit for one year in honor of your loved
ones and are located in the Bishop John Cummins Devotional Chapel in the
front of the church.
Holy Father, Pope Francis
The Holy Father has invited all of us to join him on line for prayer, a
blessing Urbi et Orbi, and a plenary indulgence, at 10 a.m. Pacific time on
Friday morning March 27. Let’s communicate that to our faithful, and join in
that live stream prayer ourselves. To join in, go
to: WWW.VATICANNEWS.VA. I’ve attached a memo with more info on the
Holy Father’s initiative for Friday.
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Communication from the Apostolic Nunciature
Your Eminence, Your Excellency,
Thank you for the occasion to convey to you that the Office of the General Secretary has received communication from Most Reverend Christoph Pierre, Apostolic
Nuncio, that the Secretariat of State of the Holy See has requested that all local
Churches be informed that all members of the faithful and other Christians are invited
to participate in the special prayer of the Holy Father taking place in Saint Peter's
Square this FRIDAY. MARCH 27.2020.
The Apostolic Nunciature further conveys that during this Statio orbis, which will be
broadcast by Mondovision and streamed on the website of Vatican News
(WWW.VATICANNEWS.VA) at 6:00 P.M. in Rome. 1:00 P.M. (EDT), (10:00 AM Pacific Time) the Holy Father will grant to all participants the Plenary Indulgence before
imparting the Urbi et Orbi Blessing.
The Apostolic Nunciature has requested the assistance of the Conference in promoting this event through all means, especially social communications. I ask that you
and your communications teams consult and scroll all of the Conference social media
channels (Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram) and Catholic News Service to amplify
the content there regarding this event as a means to promote and advance this invitation.
Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this memorandum.
Monsignor J. Brian Bransfield
(General Secretary)
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FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: Cancelled until further notice
RCIA - Classes cancelled until further notice: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get contact
you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
On Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, I send, via email, to the parents craft projects for the kids to do. On Wednesday
it will be a game that can be printed and played. On Thursday it will
be Sunday’s Gospel and Children’s Liturgy of the Word.
So far we have made:
I am a Child of God Paper Doll
God Gave Me 5 Senses Cube
Earth Globe
We will be doing:
God Made All People Hand Imprint (with playdoh recipe)
Jesus the Good Shepard

Until Further notice, all Masses,
classes and meetings have been
canceled.
A Note from Rebecca
I would like to start a Pen Pal program between the Seniors of the
Parish and the Faith Formation program, specifically the Sacramental
Prep students and I need your
hep. This entails physical mail between you and the student, not
through e-mail. If you can give
Linda permission to give me your
home address, I can then match you
with one of the Sacramental Prep
children. They will initiate the contact, again by physical mail, with you
and you in turn respond to their
mail. This will be a great way for the
children to stay connected to the
Parish. If you have any questions,
please let me know either via
email: rmesafaithformation@gmail.c
om or by telephone (510) 326-6834.

For the Game this week, it will be Saints Bingo!!!
The usual Kid’s Bulletin and Puzzles will be sent out along with Children’s Liturgy of the Word.

Sacramental Prep Classes:
Ms. Natasha is sending out once per week that week’s lesson. If you
are not receiving your lesson or anything we are sending to you,
please check your spam folder. If it is still not there, please let me
know via e-mail to: rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I already have your e-mail address. If your child(ren) is/are not registered in Faith Formation please send me an e-mail so that I can include your child(ren) in the lessons and/or projects I will be sending.
My e-mail address is : rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
In Christ,
Rebecca

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,
Mary Lanigan, Joyce McClendon, Davis
Bullock,
And those who have died: Dorothy
Woods, Loraine Moran, Frank Leal,
Maria Pestl
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 29th, 5 pm Mass
Mary Ellen McGonagle (+)
Sunday, March 29th 10:30 am Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors
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Catholic Parental Responsibilities
Building Catholic Character: 5 Things Parents Can Do
A Five Part Series
By Thomas Lickona
Part I—Build a loving relationship
Time together. Kids will care about our values when they know we care about them. Emotionally intimate time
is especially important for helping our children feel loved and for maximizing our influence on the kind of person they are becoming. The late Christian Barnard, originator of the heart transplant, remembers the times
with his father:
Whenever we were ill, my father got up late at night to doctor us. I suffered from festering
toenails that pained so much I would cry in bed. My father used to draw out the fester with a
poultice made of milk and bread crumbs or Sunlight soap and sugar. And when I had a cold,
he would rub my chest with Vicks and cover it with a red flannel cloth. Sunday afternoons we
walked together to the top of the hill by the dam. Once there, we would sit on a rock and look
down at the town below us. Then I would tell my problems to my father, and he would speak
of his to me.
Emotionally intimate time is especially important for helping our children feel loved and for maximizing
our influence on the kind of person they are becoming.
Love as communication. The quality of our love often comes down to the quality of our communication. To
create quality dinner discussion, for example, try having a topic: "What was the best part of your day?" "What
is a way you helped another person?" "Who has a problem the rest of the family might be able to help with?"
Love as sacrifice. Says one mother: "The most important thing parents can do for their children is to love
each other and stay together." In a major shift from a generation ago, both secular and religious marriage
counselors are now urging married couples having problems to do everything possible to work out their difficulties and save their marriage. Catholic parents can strengthen their marriages by drawing constantly on the
graces of the Sacrament of Marriage through good times and bad. Research shows that the more a husband
and wife each practice their faith, the better their relationship, and the more their children thrive.

Annual Bishop’s Appeal
The Annual Bishop’s Appeal is necessary to meet the needs of the Diocese and Chancery. This
appeal helps cover costs of ministries and services. There are many exciting and positive things
happening around the diocese and the services it provides. There are active ministries and programs that serve all the faithful within all parishes in one way or another.
There are five specific areas that receive funds from the Appeal: Religious Education & Formation; Clergy Formation & Support; Pastoral Ministries & Services; Priest Retirement & Care; and
Support for Catholic Schools & Parishes in Need.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: Christ calls us from death to new life. To what new life are you being called during this
Lent.
For Children: How does Jesus help you do what is good and avoid what is not?

