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Second Sunday in Lent
The Gospel story is about the Transfiguration of
Jesus in His divine glory before the apostles, Peter,
James and John. It is a great morale booster for the
apostles. As Saint John Bosco says, “a piece of
heaven will suffice for all your troubles”
What is it that gives hope, peace, and serene joy
to the Christian life? Briefly, it is the vision of glory,
a glimpse into the Promised Land of Heaven, which
the Lord can, and does, give to His people. Today’s
Gospel shows a kind of process through which the
Lord lays the foundations of hope, peace, and joy.
As Peter, James and John saw Jesus’ divinity
revealed; their attitudes to Jesus must have been
transformed just as they saw Jesus was transformed. We could say that is what Lent is all about,
transforming ourselves and our attitudes so that we
can see Jesus more clearly. During this season of
Lent, we examine our lives to see where we stand
before God and each other. The Collect (Alternative
Opening Prayer) for Mass today expresses beautifully our hopes for Lent to our heavenly Father,
“Open our hearts to the voice of your
Word
and free us from the original darkness that
shadows our vision.
Restore our sight that we may look upon
your Son
who calls us to repentance and change of
heart…”

On behalf of all I prayed that our hearts would be
open, that we be freed from darkness, and have
our sight restored. It is really a prayer that we be
transformed through the practices/discipline of
Lent.
Painting of the gymnasium: We have just completed the exterior painting of the Gym. Thanks to
the prayers and support of the community the work
went well and was completed on time.
Daily Mass, venue change: As more people
are coming to the daily Mass, we have temporarily
shifted the Holy Mass back to the main Church.
During Lent Daily Holy Masses will be held in the
church and not in the side chapel.
Thank you for your active participation in the
Lenten observances. May it transfigure our lives
and attitudes.
Prayer for protection
Lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God,
save me, my family and the whole word from
Covid-19 virus, from every evil and from eternal
death, Amen.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distress;
he sent out his word and healed them,
and delivered them from destruction. (Psalm
107:19-20)
All are welcome to whisper this short prayer
many times during the day.
Father Augustine
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” every
Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group, please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it
free of charge.
Weekly Offering
February 16th collection: $3.132 (Includes EFT)
Perpetual Candles
If you would like to purchase a Perpetual candle, please contact Linda in
the rectory office. The candles will be lit for one year in honor of your loved
ones and are located in the Bishop John Cummins Devotional Chapel in the
front of the church.

St. Vincent dePaul
Please bring donations for our parish St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry
during the Lenten Season.
Your donations can be placed in the shopping baskets in the vestibule
next to the Daily Mass Chapel.
Please make sure that the food you bring is not beyond the "best by"
date.
March 8: 1 lb bag of white rice
March 15: Canned Spaghetti Sauce
March 22: Canned Sliced Peaches, juice pack
March 29: White Crew Length Socks
April 5: Creamy Peanut Butter
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
3

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children
between the ages of 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate
in Faith Formation. Classes are held Sunday Morning 9:10
am to 10:10 am. from 9:10 am to 10:10 am.
RCIA - Sun 12:00 Noon & Wed 6:30 pm : Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which
adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I
will get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
The Sacramental Prep class has begun, with Ms. Natasha
Mendez leading the class. First Communion is schedule for
June 7, 2020. There are approximately 16 children making
their First Communion and I am asking the Parish Community
to please hold them and Ms. Natasha in your Prayers.
So, you ask, what are the other children in Faith Formation
going to do while their members of their Kid Community prepare for the Sacrament? Faith Formation is an on-going process, I’m still in Faith Formation!!! These children will learn and
discuss about Jesus, our Parish Community, the Bible and it’s
stories, the seasons of our faith, the traditions and history. How
are we going to do that??? Through Arts and Crafts!!! This
Sunday, the children will be making their own prayer jars for
their prayers during the 40 days of Lent.
If you have a child, regardless of age, that does not need to
be in the Sacramental Prep Class, have them join us at 9:10am
Sundays so they can participate and we can build a Kid’s Community with them!!!!

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Mon: March 9th
8:30am Holy Mass
7:30pm Young Adults
Tuesday: March 10th
8:30am Holy Mass
Wed: March 11th
8:30am Holy Mass
Thurs: March 12th
8:30am Holy Mass
Fri: March 13th
8:30am Holy Mass
Sat: March 14th
4:00pm Reconciliation
5:00pm Vigil Mass
Sun: March 15th
8:00am Holy Mass
9:10am Faith Formation
10:30am Holy Mass
12:00Noon RCIA
6:00pm Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Ray
Zielezienski, Suzy Arnhart, Mary Lanigan, Joyce McClendon, Davis Bullock.
And those who have died: Dorothy
Woods, Loraine Moran, Frank Leal
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 7th, 5 pm Mass
Keith Stevens (-)
Sunday, March 8th 8 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, March 8th, 10:30 am Mass
John Meadows (+)
Sunday, March 8th 6 pm Mass
Charles McCormick (+)
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How do I continue growing in my faith?
In the past, many Catholics thought about faith as something which you either have or you don't. Often,
faith was equated only with a body of information -- knowledge about what Jesus did, what the Church
teaches, or how Catholics should act.
Today we are more aware of the fact that faith is also a relationship -- to God, and to our neighbor. Like
any relationship, our faith is always being challenged by changing times and changing circumstances. In
other words, as long as we are alive, our faith needs to continue growing, and each of us needs to continue growing in our ability to apply what we know to how we live.
We, at St. Augustine’s Parish are committed to providing life-long faith formation, enrichment and spiritual
growth opportunities for Catholics of all ages. We want to encourage, support and guide Catholics in this
never-ending process of growing in their faith and in their ability to live intentionally as disciples of Jesus
Christ.
Opportunities for continuing education and formation are available in a variety of formats which recognize
the diversity of adult experience and the variety of adult needs based on age, gender, learning styles, religious experience, faith development, life tasks and church participation.
We invite you to participate as fully as you can in these opportunities for life-long faith formation sponsored by us, and additional opportunities for spiritual growth available at nearby retreat centers.
Let us know how we can help you grow as you continue your Adult Faith Formation.

Annual Bishop’s Appeal
The Annual Bishop’s Appeal is necessary to meet the needs of the Diocese and Chancery. This
appeal helps cover costs of ministries and services. There are many exciting and positive things
happening around the diocese and the services it provides. There are active ministries and programs that serve all the faithful within all parishes in one way or another.
There are five specific areas that receive funds from the Appeal: Religious Education & Formation; Clergy Formation & Support; Pastoral Ministries & Services; Priest Retirement & Care; and
Support for Catholic Schools & Parishes in Need.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What is the point of “turning the other cheek” in an argument, and why is it so hard to do?
For Children: Who are the people you find most difficult to forgive?

