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Easter 2020
Easter is Humanity’s hope, and it is hope that sustains us. This Covid-19 season, perhaps, made us aware of the limits of human life. Some people believed in humanism devoid of a God or need for a God. It was, probably, first vocalized by the Greek philosopher
Protagoras (C 480 – C 421 BC) when he said “man is the measure of all things.” It is usually interpreted to mean that the individual human being, rather than a god or an unchanging moral law, is the ultimate source of value. Of course, these feelings/ideas have been
championed in different ways by people of every age!
Our current tendency is to camouflage human limitations and mortality by over-extoling
human achievements, inventions and successes. In today’s world, ‘I can do anything I
want’ is sometimes interpolated by saying ‘with the help of computers and Artificial Intelligence.’ God seems to be an outsider, or an uninvited guest! Our culture seems to announce, ‘God is dispensable!’
The present epidemic lays bare the hollowness of this claim. Even the stubborn of heart
seem to admit; ‘only God can save us.’ While we revel in human achievements – and revel
we must – do not forget, Jesus is our Savior. Our ultimate hope is in the resurrection of
Christ. Admitting God is not a limitation of our humanity but rather it enhances us. It opens
up for us infinite possibilities not just in this earthly life, but far beyond; far beyond what our
imagination, thinking or intelligence can lead us to.
In the Book of Revelation, we read:
Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear My voice and open the
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with Me. (Revelation 3:20)
Continued on page 2
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God does not intrude upon us, but respects our freedom. We need to invite God into our
lives. Faith is a gift given to us by God. When we nurture this gift, we are inviting God into
our lives. People are, at times, put off by the failings of organized religions, religious personnel and other human failings. All organized religions as well as non-religions are
flawed. The same is true of people. We are all sinners. Saint Paul says,
… Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, they are now justified
by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by His blood, effective through faith. (Romans 3:
23-25)
Easter is proclaiming this wonderful truth: Jesus is risen, Alleluia. We are saved by our
faith in Jesus; we are justified by His grace as a gift! We cannot purchase heaven by our
good deeds, but by humbling ourselves before God and allowing God’s grace to penetrate
our souls. It is by listening to the ‘knocking at our doors.’ Welcome the Risen Lord into your
lives and may the Lord transform your life and the lives of people around you. Invite Jesus
into your homes, into your conversations and experience the joy of the Resurrection.
Happy Easter. May the Risen Lord protect each and every person from this endemic
and put an end to the spread of this Covid-19 virus.

Father Augustine Joseph

• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
Staff Meeting—Video Conferencing Style
As we all sat in various locations in different cities, Fr. Augustine was able to
conduct the staff meeting through a program called Zoom. As we sat in the
comfort of our homes, we were able to discuss staff business and catch up.
It is nice to be able to stay in touch!

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box.
Important Websites and TV Channels
St. Augustine Zoom Links

Holy Thursday—3 pm Mass
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/271922980?
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net pwd=WmNzdFkxM2lmTFJ0N3cwYVE1OVU1Zz09

Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Good Friday—3 pm service
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/355050340?
pwd=VGttRGw4TjZnSUdoenFnZHNXY0s4QT09
Easter Vigil—5 pm Mass
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/393458943?
pwd=NWFzd2IvbkY5UW1jZ2xnOXRDcWxOQT09
Easter Sunday—10:30 am Mass
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/510326525?
pwd=ak04c2RrK0NUTUtROFVxUXlNMVhLUT09
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
3

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: Cancelled until further notice
RCIA - Classes cancelled until further notice: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get contact
you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
On Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, I send, via email, to the parents craft projects for the kids to do. On Wednesday
it will be a game that can be printed and played. On Thursday it will
be Sunday’s Gospel and Children’s Liturgy of the Word.
We continue to make crafts that are sent to each child’s parent.
Along with that, a once a week game is sent, for teaching in a fun
way.
This week’s game will be the Easter Jelly Bean Prayer Card Game
The usual Kid’s Bulletin and Puzzles will be sent out along with Children’s Liturgy of the Word.

Sacramental Prep Classes:
Ms. Natasha continues to send lessons once per week. We have
setup the virtual learning classroom. Invitations to join will be sent
out, but we will maintain the same hour as the Sacramental Prep
classes, Sundays at 9:10am. If you have any questions, please email me at:
rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I already have your e-mail address. If your child(ren) is/are not registered in Faith Formation please send me an e-mail so that I can include your child(ren) in the lessons and/or projects I will be sending.
My e-mail address is : rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
In Christ,
Rebecca

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Until Further notice, all Masses,
classes and meetings have been
canceled.
A Note from Rebecca
I would like to start a Pen Pal program between the Seniors of the
Parish and the Faith Formation program, specifically the Sacramental
Prep students and I need your
hep. This entails physical mail between you and the student, not
through e-mail. If you can give
Linda permission to give me your
home address, I can then match you
with one of the Sacramental Prep
children. They will initiate the contact, again by physical mail, with you
and you in turn respond to their
mail. This will be a great way for the
children to stay connected to the
Parish. If you have any questions,
please let me know either via
email: rmesafaithformation@gmail.c
om or by telephone (510) 326-6834.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,
Mary Lanigan, Joyce McClendon, Davis
Bullock,
And those who have died: Dorothy
Woods, Loraine Moran, Frank Leal,
Maria Pestl
MASS INTENTIONS
April 12th 10:30 am Mass
Gerald Rice Jr. (+)
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Catholic Parental Responsibilities
Building Catholic Character: 5 Things Parents Can Do
A Five Part Series
By Thomas Lickona

Part III—Teach directly
If we want our example to have maximum impact, our kids need to know the values and beliefs that lie
behind it. We need to practice what we preach, but we also need to preach what we practice.
We should directly teach everyday manners: "Say please and thank you," "Don't interrupt," "Look at a person who's speaking to you."
We should make a list of the Catholic truths we want to teach our children. Says a Catholic mother,
"I want my children to know how tremendously important the Sacraments are — how they give us
the strength to get through life."
We should directly teach the fundamentals of our faith, starting with the three purposes of our lives
(salvation, stewardship, and sanctity). We should make a list of the Catholic truths we want to teach our
children. Says a Catholic mother, "I want my children to know how tremendously important the Sacraments are — how they give us the strength to get through life." Says a father: "I want my kids to understand that there is such a thing as truth, and that when the Pope teaches on faith and morals, he speaks
with the voice of Christ."
Here are other Catholic truths we want to be sure to transmit:
Life is sacred, from conception until natural death.
We have a special duty to help Christ's "least ones" — the poor, homeless, disabled, sick, oppressed, and unborn.
When we join our sufferings with the Cross of Christ, we become more like Jesus and participate in
his work of saving souls.
The Mass is an important part of our faith, through which Jesus continues to redeem the world.
A relationship with the Blessed Mother is a sure path to a relationship with her Son.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What change could the hope of the resurrection of Christ inspire you to make?
For Children: What bad habit would you like to “clear out” during the hopeful time of this Easter
season?

