
• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Holy Week 

The Covid-19 epidemic has disrupted our lives in every possible way. There is so much fear, anxiety, 

worry and uncertainty. Yet what Pope Francis said is so true: ‘these are moments when we are re-

minded of our common human heritage; we are all in it together - the earth is our common home.’ All 

distinctions fade away – rich or poor, great or small, as well all differences of race, color, nationality, etc.’ 

It has brought us face to face with our mortality. But facing death squarely, we find hope. Our hope is the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ and the fact we all share in His resurrection. We are reminded of the words 

of Saint Paul: 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 

famine or nakedness or danger or sword or [Covid-19 virus]? (Romans 8:35) 

Current experience could, in one way, prepare us better for Holy Week. It might make us realize how 
much Jesus suffered for our redemption. We could nail our sufferings to the Cross of Christ and experi-
ence salvation! As Saint Peter reminds us, “Leave all your worries with Him, because He cares for 
you.” (1 Peter 5:7) 

Palm Sunday ushers in Holly Week. We call the coming week ‘Holy’ for the most obvious reason. 

During this week, we celebrate the most important mysteries of our religion. Jesus’ passion, suffering, 

death and resurrection inaugurates a new hope for humanity. The long-awaited redemption is accom-

plished. The true Messiah is with us, the Risen Savior. 

Palm Sunday begins with the joyful acclamation of Hosannas and welcoming the new King into the 

holy city of Jerusalem, seated on a colt. It is a real celebration with waving of branches and throngs sing-

ing and dancing. 

As the service progresses, a tint of sadness creeps in; we read the passion narrative.  This year the 

passion narrative is from Gospel of Matthew 26 &27. Although you cannot be in the Church, I invite eve-

ryone to read it and spend time praying and meditating. It is also a wonderful time to look at the Crucifix. 

It is an artistic representation, or rather a reminder, to us of what Jesus accomplished for us. It chal-

lenges us not to give up in the face of suffering, sickness, shelter-in-place, loneliness or fear. 



 

 

 

Spiritual Communion 

Saints often made an act of spiritual communion when they couldn’t receive the Eucharist at Mass. 

For various reasons, we may be prevented from receiving the Eucharist at Mass. 

In such situations, the Church encourages us to make an act of “spiritual communion,” where we unite 

ourselves to God through prayer. It is a beautiful way to express to God our desire to be united with Him 

when we are unable to complete that union in the reception of Holy Communion. 

Below is a traditional prayer of spiritual communion that many saints have prayed over the years. It can 

be prayed if you find yourself at Mass, unable to receive the Eucharist, not able to attend Church or even 

in the midst of your daily work, lifting up your thoughts to God. 

My Jesus, 

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, 

and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite my-

self wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

Sunday Offerings 

We are in difficult and uncertain times. Everyone is affected in one way or another. So far, our Church 

has been able to pay all our employees their full salaries although they are not able to put in all their 

hours. However, without our Sunday collections our income would diminish considerably. I invite every-

one who is able, to step up and support the Church. 

I want to thank specially those who give electronically. Others, who use envelopes, kindly mail in your 

contributions. Thanks to all who are already giving (electronically or through envelopes) in a spirit of stew-

ardship. May God reward your generosity. 

If anyone would like to contribute electronically (EFT), kindly contact Linda at (510) 653-8631 for addi-

tional information. 

If you would like to Donate via PayPal, please click 
the following link. 

https://paypal.me/Staugustineoakland?locale.x=en_US 

 



Continued from page 2 

Zoom opportunity 

If you down load zoom application you can follow the Holy Mass and Holy Week services. 

Schedule are: Palm Sunday – 10:30 AM 

   Holy Thursday – 3:00 Pm 

   Good Friday – 3:00 PM 

Easter Vigil – 5:00 PM 

Easter Day – 10:30 AM 

Sunday Masses will be at 10:30 AM (AS long as there is shelter in place) 

Available for pick up 

Limited copies of Today’s Missal (It has Holy Week liturgy) 

Blessed Palm leaves 

Living Faith (The little booklet) 

They will be kept outside the front door of the Church from Saturday 9:00 AM. You are welcome to pick 

them up. 

Father Augustine Joseph 
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Parish News 

 

   Staff Meeting—Video Conferencing Style 

As we all sat in various locations in different cities, Fr. Augustine was able to 
conduct the staff meeting through a program called Zoom. As we sat in the 
comfort of our homes, we were able to discuss staff business and catch up. 
It is nice to be able to stay in touch!   

 

 

   
Donations  
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go 

to the website and click the Donate link. 
 

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave., 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by 
the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  Please do 
not leave an envelope in the mail box. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Important Websites and TV Channels 
EWTN—Masses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
  
  

  
 
  
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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  FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 
3  

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: Cancelled until further notice  
  
RCIA  - Classes cancelled until further notice:   Rite of Christian Initia-

tion of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participat-
ing members of the Catholic Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirma-
tion.   Interested?  If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugusti-
neinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are.   Either Jay or I will get contact  
you as soon possible.   

 

What's Going on in Faith Formation?   
 
On Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, I send, via 

e-mail, to the parents craft projects for the kids to do.  On Wednes-
day it will be a game that can be printed and played.  On Thursday it 
will be Sunday’s Gospel and Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

 

So far we have made: 
 

God Made All People Hand Imprint (with playdoh recipe) 
Jesus the Good Shepard 
Noah’s Ark 
 

We will be doing: 
My Family’s Love Windchime 
My Stain Glass Church and Church Family 
 

For the Game this week, it will be Dancing with the Saints!!! 
 

The usual Kid’s Bulletin and Puzzles will be sent out along with 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

 

Sacramental Prep Classes: 

 

Ms. Natasha continues to send lessons once per week.  We will 

be setting up a virtual learning classroom  As soon as we have it up, 

we will let you know.  If you are not receiving your lesson or anything 

we are sending to you, please check your spam folder.  If it is still not 

there, please  let me know via e-mail to:  rmesafaithforma-

tion@gmail.com 

 

If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I al-

ready have your e-mail address.  If your child(ren) is/are not regis-

tered in Faith Formation please send me an e-mail so that I can in-

clude your child(ren) in the lessons and/or projects I will be sending.    

My e-mail address is :  rmesafaithformation@gmail.com 

 

In Christ, 

Rebecca 

   
  

 WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Until Further notice, all Masses, 

classes and meetings have been 
canceled.    

 
A Note from Rebecca 
 
I would like to start a Pen Pal pro-

gram between the Seniors of the 
Parish and the Faith Formation pro-
gram, specifically the Sacramental 
Prep students and I need your 
hep.  This entails physical mail be-
tween you and the student, not 
through e-mail.   If you can give 
Linda permission to give me your 
home address, I can then match you 
with one of the Sacramental Prep 
children.  They will initiate the con-
tact, again by physical mail, with you 
and you in turn respond to their 
mail.  This will be a great way for the 
children to stay connected to the 
Parish.  If you have any questions, 
please let me know either via 
email:  rmesafaithformation@gmail.c
om or by telephone (510) 326-6834.  

 
 
 
 
    IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your prayers 
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,  
Mary Lanigan, Joyce McClendon, Davis 
Bullock,   

  
  
  
  

 And those who have died:   Dorothy 
Woods, Loraine Moran, Frank Leal, 
Maria Pestl 

  

 MASS INTENTIONS 
 
  
April 6th Mass 
William McGonagle (+)  
  
  
  

  

  

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:  When have you felt that you betrayed the confidence of another, as Peter did when he de-
nied Jesus? 

 

For Children:  When have you let someone down who trusted you?  How did you feel? 
  

 

 
 

     

 Catholic Parental Responsibilities 
 

Building Catholic Character: 5 Things Parents Can Do 
A Five Part Series 

By Thomas Lickona  

 

Part II—Use the power of good example 

 

The example we set — especially when it is coupled with a loving relationship — 
is one of the most important ways we affect the character of our kids. Our example 
includes not only how we treat our children but how we treat each other as spouses 
and how we treat and talk about others (relatives, friends, neighbors, and teachers). 

 
We increase the power of our own example when we expose our children to other 

positive role models. The Giraffe Heroes Project (https://www.giraffe.org/ )has devel-
oped a bank of more than 1,000 stories of everyday heroes of all ages who have 
shown compassion and courage by sticking out their necks for others. 

 
William Kilpatrick's Books That Build Character offers hundreds of fictional stories 

whose admirable characters will live in a young person's heart and imagination. 
 
The website www.teachwithmovies.com catalogs hundreds of good films that offer 

positive role models and strong character themes. 
 

And we should be sure to tap the rich resource provided by the lives of the saints 

(see Mary Reed Newland's book, The Saints and Our Children). "The saints had 

their eyes on God," says one Catholic mother. "They make very real what it means 

to follow Christ." 

https://www.giraffe.org/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0671884239/ref=nosim/catholiceduca-20
http://www.teachwithmovies.org/index.html
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0895555174/ref=nosim/catholiceduca-20

