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Virtual Reality
During the Easter season our First Readings are from the Acts of the Apostles. Probably, it is
the earliest account of Christian practices and Church growth. The Christians were originally
called the ‘followers of the way.’ They travelled the path set forth for them by Jesus Christ, “the
way, the truth and the life” (John 14, 6).
In Acts of the Apostles 11:26, we read “And it came about that for an entire year they met with
the church, and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in
Antioch.” At the time of Jesus, Antioch was part of Syria. Currently it is a city-ruins within Turkey,
bordering Syria.
Acts of the Apostles reminds us that the early Church began in utter simplicity. It did not have
the modern organizations, structures, ornate Churches, Canon Law, the present Church hierarchy, wealth, etc. It was in a process - a period of adaptation and growth. The Church greatly
adapted itself to the culture, language, philosophy and customs of the people without losing “the
way.” This adaptability, flexibility or inculturation greatly aided Church growth.
In the course of time, Church becomes highly organized and rigid, one may say, for its own
detriment. We organize the Church and in turn the organization organizes us! Much of the present Church is the result of an evolution that has taken place during the 2000-year history; many
times, it was a response to a particular need or situation. Eventually, they become ‘sacred cows’
that cannot be touched, questioned or changed. For the health of the Church, it is important to
spot the ‘sacred cows’ and exorcise them before they graze away the very vitality of the Church.
The present epidemic may give a glimpse into how changes or evolution might come about. It
is considered highly creative to have drive-through confessions and reception of Holy Communion, watching Holy Mass on TV, YouTube, Facebook, etc. It was quite an anathema prior to the
endemic!
Virtual reality: Human potentiality is in a trajectory of continuous growth. Every generation
surpasses the previous in many ways. Our current capabilities were quite unthinkable say fifty
years or even thirty years ago.
I conduct staff meetings and other meetings with parishioners virtually, through internet. We
hold devotional practices, Holy Mass and so on in virtual reality. It was amazing to see how much
people appreciate the ability to connect, see and speak with friends and Church members remotely.
Continued on page 2
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Science, information technology and innovations etc. are God’s gift to humanity. We
need to thank God for them and use them to promote God’s glory and salvation of humankind.
Do I receive God’s grace in virtual encounters? This was the question posed by a
young adult in one of our virtual meetings. Grace is “gratis data,” free gift. God’s grace is
not restricted to one particular way of being or doing things. It is always present, also in our
virtual meetings.
God’s grace is not limited by human finitude, structures, organizations or follies. It surpasses all human understanding and imagination!
Extraordinary times call for extraordinary measures. In Saint Matthew Jesus cites the example of David:
Jesus answered, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions
were hungry? He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the priests.
(Matthew 12: 3-4)
Personally, I recall some of my missionary adventures. In one particular case, we had to
walk about nine hours in a single day to reach a village called Muktoah in Northeast India.
We, a group of about ten young adults, set out at day break and reached the place after
sunset. Totally exhausted, I wanted to rest a while. However, the enthusiasm of villagers
was such that we had to spend time in preaching and singing till midnight!
Next day we wanted to celebrate Holy Mass. The Church, a little hut made of bamboos
and grass, deemed too small to accommodate all the villagers. I was the first Catholic
priest to reach the village, so they declared a village holiday with no one going to work in
the fields. Everyone wanted to attend Holy Mass, Christians and non-Christians alike.
After scouting around, we spotted an amphitheater type location where there was a large
stone. The stone was selected as the altar and people could sit or stand around the hill
side. I have to admit that it was the most spiritual experience of celebrating Holy Mass I
ever had. The Holy Mass was celebrated in English with the help of an interpreter giving
explanations at appropriate times. Of course, the people did not understand much of the
service; I was reminded of what Saint Thomas Aquinas wrote many centuries ago: “Senses
[understanding] cannot grasp this marvel, Faith must serve to compensate.”
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Daily Holy Mass: We have started the daily Holy Mass. It is held in the main Church; we
get less than ten people on average which is in accordance with the state ordinance. For the
Sunday Holy Masses, we are awaiting further instructions from our diocese.
We had on average about five people attend daily Holy Mass in person. It is a great opportunity to pray together for oneself and for various needs of our world.
Drive-through Holy Communion: Starting this Sunday, May 17th our parish is offering
drive through Holy Communion at 11:30 AM. Kindly enter through the Colby gate and exit
through the Alcatraz gate. We will have volunteers directing people during Holy Communion.
Sunday Readings: Jesus words in today’s Gospel is very comforting: “I will not leave you
orphans; I will come to you.” And Saint Paul says that Jesus is the true reason for our joy and
hope.
Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts.
Always be ready to give an explanation
to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope,
but do it with gentleness and reverence.
Father Augustine Joseph.
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Parish News
Staff Meeting—Video Conferencing Style
As we all sat in various locations in different cities, Fr. Augustine was able to
conduct the staff meeting through a program called Zoom. As we sat in the
comfort of our homes, we were able to discuss staff business and catch up.
It is nice to be able to stay in touch!

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Important Websites and TV Channels

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

St. Augustine Zoom Links

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

10:30 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/71925832074

EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
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RCIA - Classes continue via Zoom, on Wednesday evenings from 6:00
pm until 7:00 pm. Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church.
Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail
us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either
Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

Until Further notice, all Masses,
classes and meetings have been
canceled.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?

I would like to start a Pen Pal
program between the Seniors of
the Parish and the Faith Formation
program, specifically the Sacramental Prep students and I need
your help. This entails physical
mail between you and the student,
not through e-mail. If you can
give Linda permission to give me
your home address, I can then
match you with one of the Sacramental Prep children. They will
initiate the contact, again by physical mail, with you and you in turn
respond to their mail. This will be
a great way for the children to stay
connected to the Parish. If you
have any questions, please let me
know either via
email: rmesafaithformation@gmail
.com or by telephone (510) 3266834.

THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD NEED NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL
PREP TO PARTICIPATE.
Virtual class for all the children on Sundays beginning at 9:10am. We have
reduced allotted time to 45 min, so that the children do not get “screen fatigue”.
The children are the ones to do the Gospel reading and discuss what it
means to them. One child per week chooses a Saint to discuss in the
class.
Sacramental Prep Classes:
Ms. Natasha continues to send lessons once per week.
Miss Natasha continues to do Story Time for Kids on Zoom (mainly ages 36.). If you are not registered for Faith Formation you would not have received her email. Here is what she wrote:
*************************************************************************************
I just wanted to share a resource for you in case this would be helpful! I
have been hosting a silly storytime for kids on zoom (mainly ages 3-6). We
typically start our sessions shaking out our sillies (dancing), read about 2-3
stories, and end with dancing. It's like a reading dance party for kids!

A Note from Rebecca

IN OUR PRAYERS
The sessions last approximately 20 minutes long, and the schedule is
Sundays at 1:00 pm PST
Mondays at 6:00 pm PST
Wednesday at 6:00 pm PST
The Zoom ID for Story Time is: 870 839 8801
If you are interested, please follow the profile on Instagram (@ninangsilly),
for access to the room passwords (I keep them protected for the kids).
*************************************************************************************
Or, reply to her at: natamend26@gmail.com
If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I already have
your e-mail address. If your child(ren) is/are not registered in Faith Formation please send me an e-mail so that I can include your child(ren) in the
lessons and/or projects I will be sending. My e-mail address is: rmesafaithformation@gmail.com

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina
Caybut, Mary Lanigan, Joyce
McClendon, Davis Bullock, Karen
Miller.
And those who have died:
Maria Pestl, Valeriano Calma,
Ganail Jenkins, Adam Joseph
Glen.
MASS INTENTIONS
May 17th, 10:30 am Mass
Mary Ellen McGonagle (+)
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A Parent’s Baptismal Promise – by Fr. Pablo Migone
“You have asked to have your child baptized. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility
of training him in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to bring him up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our neighbor. Do you clearly understand the
commitment you are undertaking?”
The day you had your child baptized, you heard these words. The priest or deacon asked you
this question, and you answered, “I do.” Baptism is essential for newborns since through this
sacrament they become members of God’s family through the washing away of original sin and
their rebirth in Christ, yet this outpouring of grace does not end with the child, but overflows into
the family.
The baptism of a child is a crucial, grace-filled moment in the life of the infant’s family, inparticular for his or her parents. It is a moment of commitment to Christ and His Church. It is a
moment for parents to recognize their primary role in the religious education of their children and
their essential role in his or her lifelong spiritual wellbeing.
Unfortunately many parents fail to live out this commitment. Parents cannot completely delegate the responsibility for the religious education of their children to another person, be it a catechist Sunday morning at the local parish or a religion teacher at school. These catechists aid parents in their responsibility, they cannot replace it.
If children do not learn about God at home, hear their parents speak of God’s presence in their
lives and do not see their parents at prayer, in particular faithfully attending Sunday Mass, the
children will be spiritually impoverished. Just as good parents ensure their children are fed, do
their homework and have healthy extracurricular activities, good Christian parents look out for the
spiritual wellbeing of their child, which is after all, the most important aspect of the child’s life.
The faith is passed on at home by word and example, strengthened with religious education at
the parish and manifested at Sunday Mass. Parents who live out the commitment to pass on the
faith to their children recognizing their spiritual responsibility over their children make good Christian parents, and the children will benefit enormously for life.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: The Spirit gives us inner wisdom and strength. When have you experienced this?
For Children: The Holy Spirit makes you strong inside. When do you need to be strong?

