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Month of May, the Marian Month
In the words of Pope Francis, “The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with particular intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this
month to pray the Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions of the pandemic have made us
come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also from a spiritual point of view.”
For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home
in the month of May. This can be done either as a group or individually; you can decide according to your
own situations, making the most of both opportunities.
In our parish, we are praying the Rosary as a group at 3:00 PM, Monday through Friday. On average,
there are about twelve people praying together on Zoom media. I invite as many people as possible to
join in prayer. It is also an opportunity to meet and greet people under shelter-in-place order and to entreat God for our needs and of the world.
Praying the Rosary is very calming, almost like a lullaby, rocking one into rest and relaxation by the repetitive sound of the Hail Marys. If the shut downs and social distancing has led you to anxiety, loneliness or stress, praying the Rosary may be one of the better ways to deal with them. The repetitive sound
of the prayer could eventually lead to cellular healing and restore one’s soul!

Grace and Covid-19
Grace is gratis data (free gift) from God. As the world is in the death grip of covid-19 virus one may
wonder, where is God’s presence? Where is grace? What is the meaning of it all?
In human lives God’s grace is always present. However, in order to experience its efficacy, one must
be open to it or rather link with it. This pandemic time may be an opportunity for us to open ourselves to
this ever-flowing grace. If one thinks of grace as a free-flowing stream that never dries up, one need to be
thirsty to drink from it and indeed thirsty, are we?
God’s grace is received through the Word of God and especially through the sacraments of healing;
grace expunges all sin and evil away.
This endemic could be a juncture to reconsider things we once we took for granted. Maybe that in itself
is grace.
Continued on page 2

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
• Weekend
Saturday Mass
Vigil: 5schedule
p.m. •
Saturday
Vigil:10:30
5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist:
8 a.m.,
a.m., 6 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
• Weekday
Eucharist
• 8:30 a.m.
Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday,
Friday,
Monday,
Tuesday,
Thursday,
Friday,8:30
8:30a.m.
a.m.
Communion
Service:
Wednesday,
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
• Sacrament
of Reconciliation
•
Saturday
4 p.m.
Saturday
4 p.m.
Also
upon request
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Fourth Sunday of Easter•

May 3rd, 2020

Continued from page 1

Spirituality and religion: There are people who think of spirituality as one’s private relationship
with God, inner self or a higher power/energy. Spirituality is little more than that. Spirituality is one’s
way of being and one’s orientation to self, others, world and God. It is hard to fathom a true spirituality devoid of some form of religion. Does my spirituality order my life? Does it make of me a better person in all aspects of my life?
Meaning of life: Maya be people finally see life as a gift from God. We come from God and return to God; God is the ‘alpha and the omega,’ the beginning and the end. Though one may think
one is in control, it does not seem to work that way. Who or what is in control of my life?
Human relationship: In this time of social distancing one may appreciate better human companionship and sharing. How much do I esteem and value people around me, be it family,
neighbors, friends?
Common Humanity: There are many things that divide us - wealth, ethnicity, race, color, language and so on. The pandemic perhaps shows the common humanity. We are all in it together. It
is not somebody else’s problem, but a human problem. The words of this poem poignantly remind
us of this great truth:
No man is an island,
entire of itself;
every man is a piece of the continent,
a part of the main.
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less,
as well as if a promontory were.
as well as if a manor of thy friend’s
or of thine own were.
Any man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in mankind;
and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls;
it tolls for thee.
John Donne (1572 –1631)
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Unprotected: With no known cure or vaccine yet, the corona virus has humanity on edge. The medical community and people in essential services are particularly vulnerable. Instead of fears getting the
better of us, may everyone be enlightened to turn to God and pray fervently - “Take
up shield and armor; arise and come to my aid, (Psalm 35: 2.)
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps me. My heart leaps for
joy, and with my song I praise him, (Psalm 28:7)
Travels: Travelling is an integral part of modern life. The shut downs may make us think, ‘How much
do I really need to travel?’
Social and recreational needs: one’s social and recreational needs are dramatically changed with
fewer gatherings, celebrations, sporting events, etc. How much of it is necessary for me?
Environment: Data from around the world indicate a rejuvenation or a rebounding of nature. Huge
reduction in pollution, the ozone depletion being healed and finally being able to hear the song of the
bird, enjoy the greenery, and breathe cleaner air. Scientists report that an ozone hole that formed over
the Arctic this spring and eventually grew into the largest ever recorded there, has closed. As Pope Francis stated in the encyclical Laudato Si, “The earth is our common home.” Do I responsibly take care of
my home?
Importance of science: Science is God’s gift to humanity for growth and healing. It is in the service
of people. We are invited to pray for a vaccine and effective medication for covid-19.
Who is my neighbor? A young boy in India, diagnosed with covid-19, was caught up far away from
his home in the sudden shut down announced by the government. All transportations were suspended
and there was no way for the youngster to get home. So, he began to walk hundreds of miles without
proper food or water. After many weeks he reached his home and village exhausted and dying. Neither
his family nor the village would accept him. Heartbroken he went and hanged himself!
Gone Viral: In this internet era, ‘gone viral’ is a common phrase; well, it not just news and views
(cynically, gossip) that go viral, the virus (the real thing) too can do it!
Father Augustine Joseph
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Parish News
Staff Meeting—Video Conferencing Style
As we all sat in various locations in different cities, Fr. Augustine was able to
conduct the staff meeting through a program called Zoom. As we sat in the
comfort of our homes, we were able to discuss staff business and catch up.
It is nice to be able to stay in touch!

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Important Websites and TV Channels

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

St. Augustine Zoom Links

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

10:30 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/71925832074

EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
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FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: Cancelled until further notice
RCIA - Classes cancelled until further notice: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get contact
you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST. AUGUSTINE
PARISH COMMUNITY.
We continue to have our virtual class for all the children on Sundays
beginning at 9:10am.
We continue to refine our format to accommodate ALL children of
ALL ages. For those in Sacramental Prep, this material is new and
exciting. For those that have gone through the process and have
had their First Communion, it is an excellent refresher course and
reminder as to what First Communion was all about.
The decision was made to involve the older children more in the
Readings and Gospel reading. Parents—please look out in your
emails for this information.
We will follow the schedule of on Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays, I send, via email, to the Parents craft projects for the kids to
do. On Wednesday it will be a game that can be printed and played.
On Thursday it will be Sunday’s Gospel and Children’s Liturgy of the
Word. On Sundays the virtual Faith Formation class.
This week’s game will be the Bible Story Show Down.
The usual Kid’s Bulletin and Puzzles will be sent out along with Children’s Liturgy of the Word.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
Until Further notice, all Masses,
classes and meetings have been
canceled.
A Note from Rebecca
I would like to start a Pen Pal program between the Seniors of the
Parish and the Faith Formation program, specifically the Sacramental
Prep students and I need your
hep. This entails physical mail between you and the student, not
through e-mail. If you can give
Linda permission to give me your
home address, I can then match you
with one of the Sacramental Prep
children. They will initiate the contact, again by physical mail, with you
and you in turn respond to their
mail. This will be a great way for the
children to stay connected to the
Parish. If you have any questions,
please let me know either via
email: rmesafaithformation@gmail.c
om or by telephone (510) 326-6834.

IN OUR PRAYERS

Sacramental Prep Classes:

Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,
Mary Lanigan, Joyce McClendon,
Davis Bullock, Ganail Jenkins

Ms. Natasha continues to send lessons once per week. We have
begun our virtual classroom and we will maintain the same hour as
the Sacramental Prep classes, Sundays at 9:10am followed by attending virtual Mass. If you have any questions, please email me at:

And those who have died:
Dorothy Woods, Loraine Moran,
Frank Leal, Maria Pestl, Valeriano
Calma

rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I already have your e-mail address. If your child(ren) is/are not registered in Faith Formation please send me an e-mail so that I can include your child(ren) in the lessons and/or projects I will be sending.
My e-mail address is: rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
3

MASS INTENTIONS
April 26th 10:30 am Mass
James McGonagle (+)
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Caring for your Family’s Spiritual Needs
during the Covid-19 outbreak
A Two Part Series
By Dr. Joseph D. White
One of the sad consequences of the coronavirus outbreak is the separation many of us feel from our parish communities. Public Masses are suspended and parish gatherings, including religious education
classes, are canceled. But families can still stay connected to God and his Church during the COVID-19
crisis, and they can form their children in the faith as well. It begins with seeing the family through the
eyes of our faith.
Since ancient times, the Catholic Church has called the family the domestic church, or the church of the
home (see Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2204). It is considered the smallest until of the Christian
community. Within the domestic church, parents are considered the first and most important teachers of
the faith for their children (no. 2225). Through the grace of the Sacrament of Matrimony and your vocation
as a parent, God is ready to give you what you need to hold your family together in faith and to form your
children as disciples, even in difficult times such as these. And now is a critical time to stay grounded in
faith, especially when there is so much uncertainty around us. Here are a few ways to get started:
Create a sacred space or “family altar” in your home.
This was a common practice in many Catholic homes in past generations. Choose a space in your home
that can become a focal point for family prayer and a concrete reminder that God is present with your
family. This is especially important for young children, who are very concrete thinkers — they experience
the world with their senses and sometimes have difficulty understanding that God is present if they do not
see visible signs that point to the sacred.
Your home altar can be as simple as a mantle or end table decorated with a few sacred objects — perhaps a crucifix, a rosary, an icon or statue, the Bible and a battery-operated candle. You might wish to
make decorating the home altar a family project. Perhaps the kids would like to draw or paint their favorite
saints, creating “icons” for this space. Teach your children to pause here to say a quick prayer at the
home altar as you pass through the house, and use this as a gathering place for family prayer.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: How are you a shepherd to those in your care?
For Children: What will you do this week to show you love those around you?

