
• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Archangels: Who Are They and What Is Their Function? 
 
The Catholic Church recognises the existence of only three Archangels, or the three mentioned in 

the Scriptures: Michael (“Who is like God?”), Gabriel (“God’s Power”) and Raphael (“God’s Doctor”). 

This clarification is needed, because one could object that in the texts of the past, other archangels 
have been mentioned, the same as the number of sects in the Book of Enoch: Uriel, Raphael, Raguel, 
Michael, Sariel, Phanuel and Gabriel. The system of seven archangels is in fact an ancient tradition of 
Judaic origin. 

 
The Catholic Church, however, considered it necessary to stop such arbitrary and fanciful interpre-

tations of texts that did not belong to the canonical Holy Scriptures. In fact, we remind you that all indi-
vidual traditions must be examined and verified in accordance with what is stated in the Holy Canoni-
cal Scripture, which is the only true revelation. 

 
Therefore, with regard to the Archangels, it was established in the Middle Ages that the worship 

and veneration of any of the other archangels mentioned by the Bible apart from Michele, Gabriele 
and Raphael was forbidden.  Even in the past, in the early Church, great efforts were made to prevent 
the cult of angels, which was influenced by heterodox practices and the pagan traditions of divine 
messengers, from leading to a form of idolatry. 

 
In 1992, the decree Litteris Diei stated that “it is forbidden to teach and use notions about angels 

and archangels, their personal names and their particular functions, outside of what is directly re-
flected in the Holy Scriptures; consequently, every form of consecration to the angels, and any prac-
tices other than the official customs of worship are forbidden.” 

 
Given this, who and what are the Archangels? 
 
The existence of angels is a truth of the faith. Their presence in the Bible is incontrovertible testi-

mony to this. These are incorporeal beings, who are spiritual, perfect, created by God at the dawn 
of time for the purpose of being his servants and messengers. They have always and forever contem-
plated the face of God, are ready to rush to his every command, as attentive listeners and executors 
of His Word. 

 
They are therefore spirits that exist for Him and in Him, who are, however, also close to humans, 

through the faithfulness between the will of the Most High and his creatures. 
Angels therefore live in the contemplation of God and act as His messengers. 
 
 

https://www.holyart.com/religious-items/statues/hand-painted-wooden-statues/saint-michael-archangel
https://www.holyart.com/religious-items/statues/hand-painted-wooden-statues/archangel-gabriel-wooden-statue-painted
https://www.holyart.com/religious-items/sacred-icons/greek-icons/the-archangel-raphael


 

 

And the Archangels? 
 
Since ancient times, we have considered the fact that the angelic hosts are organ-

ised into a sort of Heavenly Court, in which the angels have different ranks and 
graces. The three Archangels occupy the highest domains of this angelic hierarchy. 
They too have tasks similar to those of the common angels, but their duties are even 
higher and more important. They are the task of contemplating God, day and night, 
glorifying Him incessantly by preserving and protecting His mystery. Their own names 
suggest their roles and their nature: all end with “El”, which signifies “God”. 

 
 
The Sacred Scripture then, attributes a particular mission to each Archangel. 
 
Michael is the warrior who fights against Satan and his emissaries (Jn 9, Ap 12, 7, 

cf. Zec 13: 1-2), the defender of those who love God (Dn 10, 13.21), the protector of 
the people of God (Dn. 12, 1). 

 
Gabriel is one of the spirits closest to God, before his heavenly throne (Lk 1, 19), 

the one who revealed to Daniel the secrets of God’s plan (Dn 8, 16; 9, 21-22), an-
nounced to Zechariah the birth of John the Baptist (Lk 1, 11-20) and to Mary that of Je-
sus (Lk 1, 26-38). 

 
Raphael stands before the throne of God (Tb 12, 15, see Rev 8: 2), accompanied 

and protects Tobias in his perilous journey and healed his father from blindness and 
his future bride from the influence of evil. 

 
In general, therefore, the task of the three Archangels, in addition to contemplation 

of God, is to communicate His Will to man in various ways, to be an inspiration for hu-
man beings, and the catalysts of divine grace for them. 

 

Holyart.com 
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St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 

 Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Augustine Joseph 

(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
pastorachurch@comcast.net 

 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Rebecca Mesa 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
mesafaithformation@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish news 
 
Donations  
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go 

to the website and click the Donate link. 
 

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave., 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by 
the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  Please do 
not leave an envelope in the mail box. 

 
 
St. Vincent de Paul invites all parishioners to “Blessed Mary and Vin-

centian Women – a day of reflection with Fr. Tom Bonacci, C.P.”, to be 
held via Zoom, on Saturday, October 17, 2020, beginning at 10 
am.  Join us as we celebrate our ministry in a special way connecting our 
Blessed Mary with our Vincentian Women. As did our Blessed Mother 
Mary, our Vincentian Women emptied themselves and allowed themselves 
to be filled with God.   Please refer to the flyer for more information and 
how to RSVP. If you have any questions please contact John Proctor 
at: jproctor@svdp-alameda.org.  

 
 
 
 
 

St. Augustine Zoom Links 
 

NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME 
 

10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428 
 
COMMUNION WILL BE DISTRUBUTED AT THE SACRISTY DOOR 

AFTER THE 10 AM MASS 
 
 
Important Websites and TV Channels 
 
EWTN—Masses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
 
Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
 

Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
 
 
  
St. Vincent de Paul News: 
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of 

North Oakland and South Berkeley. 
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to 

help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well. 
  
 
 
  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
mailto:jproctor@svdp-alameda.org
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A Note from Rebecca 
 
I would like to start a Pen Pal 

program between the Seniors of 
the Parish and the Faith Forma-
tion program, specifically the 
Sacramental Prep students and I 
need your help.  This entails 
physical mail between you and 
the student, not through e-
mail.   If you can give Linda per-
mission to give me your home 
address, I can then match you 
with one of the Sacramental 
Prep children.  They will initiate 
the contact, again by physical 
mail, with you and you in turn re-
spond to their mail.  This will be 
a great way for the children to 
stay connected to the Parish.  If 
you have any questions, please 
let me know either via 
email:  rmesafaithformation@gm
ail.com or by telephone (510) 
326-6834.  

 
 
    IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill: Sa-
bina Caybut,  Mary Lanigan, 
Karen Miller, Julia Custodio, An-
tonio Custodio. 
  
  
 And those who have died:   

Marion Jenkins, Fr. Thomas Les-
ter, Joyce McClendon, Fr. Ray 
Zielezienski, Cino Chegia 
 

 Sunday, September 27th, 10 
am Mass 

Frank Tuba (+) 
  

  

  

  

  

 FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 

RCIA  - Classes continue via Zoom, on Wednesday evenings from 
6:00 pm until 7:00 pm.  Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 
process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catho-
lic Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Interested?  If so, 
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know 
you are.   Either Jay or I will get contact  you as soon possible.   

 

What's Going on in Faith Formation?   
 

THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST. 
AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD 
NEED NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL PREP TO PARTICI-
PATE. 

 
Class is only for the Sacramental Prep kids via Zoom 

on Sundays at 11:30am.  Faith Formation classes for all 
will resume mid October.  If you wish for your child to be 
included, please make sure I have your email address. 

 
On Saturday, September 26th the Sacramental Prep 

class will be receiving their First Holy Communion. 
 
Let’s give a shout out to those who have been faith-

fully attending and participating in their Sacramental 
Prep class: 

 
Benjamin, Alexander, Francesca, Alexa, Aliyah, 

Noah, Luke, Zachary, Olivia, Malia, Sophia, Dylan, 
Vincent  

 
  
Please give a shoutout to the Faith Formation Team 

for their hard work, commitment, love and dedication to 
the children of our Faith Community. 

 
Miss Natasha Mendez 
Miss Sara Sangco 
  

In Christ, 

Rebecca 

mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:  When have your actions not measured up to your promises?  What was the outcome? 
 

For Children:  Why is it important to follow through on your promises to others? 

 

 
 

 
Catechesis Within the Family 

From USCCB 
Part I 

 

While the catechesis offered within the family is ordinarily informal, unstructured, and spon-
taneous, it is no less crucial for the development of the child's faith. In a certain sense nothing 
replaces family catechesis, especially for its positive and receptive environment, for the ex-
ample of adults, and for its first explicit experience and practice of the faith. The catechesis of 
infants and young children nourishes the beginnings of the life of faith. 

 
Parents have shared the gift of human life with their children and, through Baptism, have 

enriched them with a share in God's own life. They have the duty to nourish it. Their faith, 
their attitude toward other human beings, and their trust in a loving God strongly influence the 
development of the child's faith. Parents are catechists precisely because they are parents. 
Their role in the formation of Christian values in their children is irreplaceable. They should 
speak naturally and simply about God and their faith, as they do about other matters they 
want their children to understand and appreciate. 

 
Parents are also the most effective catechists of prayer for their young children. They know 

what their children are capable of understanding and can easily teach their children basic 
prayers and the fundamental attitude of prayer. By praying frequently with their children at 
special moments during the day and especially by praying with them at the Sunday Eucharist, 
parents introduce children into the prayer life of the Church. By incorporating prayer into eve-
ryday family experiences, parents teach their children by example. Their witness encourages 
their children to call upon God as their Father who loves and protects them; to look to Jesus, 
their Savior and brother, who leads them to the Father; and to acknowledge the presence of 
the Holy Spirit, who dwells within their hearts. 

 
Children ordinarily enjoy listening to their parents read to them and tell them stories. Read-

ing stories from Sacred Scripture combines both these simple activities. Just as children learn 
their family histories through stories told by their parents, they learn about the Catholic faith 
as their parents introduce them to the person of Jesus and the beauty of the word of God and 
tell them the story of Mary, the Mother of God, as well as of the lives of the saints. 


