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A Special Month to Pray for All Our Dear Departed

You know, we begin each November
with the feasts of All Saints and All Souls,
and the entire month is dedicated to remembering (and praying for!) the dead.
Unfortunately, we live in a very confused culture today. On the one hand, we
glorify death and violence (in books, movies, music, video games, etc). But, on the
other hand, we ignore the reality of death,
particularly the fact that I will one day be
dead.
Autumn is a great time of year for death. Or I should say a great time to think about death.
The leaves are falling, the plants are dying, the days grow shorter. Halloween was traditionally a
great reminder of death. Unfortunately, it’s been hijacked by witches and commercialized by big
businesses. Too bad. Because the saints have often reminded us that “Memento mori” is a
good thing. It is good to remember one’s death. Ideally, remembering the fact that we will die
would help us to live a good life.
Forgetting the inevitability of death is not good for us. Nor is it good for those who have already died. If we do not remember death, then we won’t remember to pray for the dead. And the
dead desperately need our prayers. That is why we often refer to the dead in Purgatory as the
Poor Souls.
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What is Purgatory?
“All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve
the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven” (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
#1030).
“The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the damned….”
“This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the dead, already mentioned in
Sacred Scripture: ‘Therefore [Judas Maccabeus] made atonement for the dead, that they
might be delivered from their sin.’ From the beginning, the Church has honored the memory
of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so
that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The Church also commends
almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the
dead….” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, #1031-1032).
Pope St John XXIII wrote the following words “The devotion to the memory of the dead is
one of the most beautiful expressions of the Catholic spirit.”
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Parish news
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box.
St. Augustine Zoom Links
NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428
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Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com
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Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
St. Vincent de Paul News:
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to
help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - Classes continue via Zoom, on Wednesday evenings
from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm. Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating
members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST.
AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD
NEED NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL PREP TO PARTICIPATE.
Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is
the direct link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form2019-2020.pdf and it is also located on our website.
Please complete the form and return it to Linda in the
office.
Last Sunday was the Solemnity of All Saints. Last
Monday was the commemoration of all the faithful departed, or, All Souls’ Day. Every November we honor the
memories of loved ones who have gone before us and
pray for their souls.
I invite you to make an altar at home with pictures or
mementos of your loved ones who have died and pray
for them daily.
Assignment for this week
Please help your child find a picture of a loved one
who has died, tell us a little bit about that person, and
share a memory, if possible.
Blessings,
April
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Mary Lanigan,
Karen Miller, Julia Custodio, Antonio Custodio, Peter Tsan, Wilson Tsan.

And those who have died:
Fr. Ray Zielezienski, Cino Chegia

Mass Intentions
Sunday, November 8th, 10
am Mass
Gabor Tuba (-)
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All Souls Day
All Souls Day is a holy day set aside for honoring the dead. According to Catholic belief,
the soul of a person who dies can go to one of three places. The first is heaven, where a
person who dies in a state of perfect grace and communion with God goes. The second is
hell, where those who die in a state of mortal sin are naturally condemned by their choice.
The intermediate option is purgatory, which is thought to be where most people, free of
mortal sin, but still in a state of lesser (venial) sin, must go.
Purgatory is necessary so that souls can be cleansed and perfected before they enter
into heaven. There is scriptural basis for this belief. The primary reference is in 2 Maccabees, 12:26 and 12:32. "Turning to supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed might be
fully blotted out... Thus made atonement for the dead that they might be free from sin." Additional references are found in Zechariah, Sirach, and the Gospel of Matthew. Jewish tradition also reinforces this belief as well as the tradition and teaching of the Church, which
has been affirmed throughout history.
Consistent with these teachings and traditions, Catholics believe that through the
prayers of the faithful on Earth, the dead are cleansed of their sins so they may enter into
heaven.
Since we can’t have our usual Altarcito in the church, I invite you to make a small altar in
your home where you can pray daily for the souls of those you love. You can use this
prayer from St. Gertrude the Great:
Eternal Father, I offer you the most precious blood of thy Divine
Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said throughout the world
today for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners everywhere,
for sinners in the universal Church, for those in my own home,
and in my own family. Amen.
St. Gertrude the Great was a 13th-century German nun, writer, and mystic who was
graced with many heavenly visions and is one of the earliest mystics to whom Jesus encouraged a devotion to his Sacred Heart. It is recounted that Jesus showed her a vast
number of souls entering heaven from purgatory as a result of her faithful and frequent
recitation of this prayer. According to tradition, St. Gertrude the Great was told by Our Lord
that each time she piously recited the following prayer, it would release 1,000 souls (or a
vast number) from their suffering in purgatory.
Blessings,
April
QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: We meet Christ sometimes when we least expect it. How can you be ready to see him
in all the ways he is present?
For Children: What are some surprising ways in which you meet Christ in your daily life?

