
• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

 
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

"A Merry Christmas, uncle!  God save you!" cried a cheerful 

voice.  It was the voice of Scrooge's nephew, who came upon him so 

quickly that this was the first intimation he had of his approach. 

 

"Bah!" said Scrooge, "Humbug!"… 

 

"Christmas a humbug, uncle!" said Scrooge's nephew.  "You don't 

mean that, I am sure."…. 

"I do," said Scrooge.  "Merry Christmas!  What right have you to be 

merry?  What reason have you to be merry?  You're poor enough." 

 

"Come, then," returned the nephew gaily.  "What right have you to 

be dismal?  What reason have you to be morose?  You're rich 

enough."… 

 

"There are many things from which I might have derived good, by which I have not profited, I 

dare say," returned the nephew.  "Christmas among the rest.  But I am sure I have always 

thought of Christmas time, when it has come round -- apart from the veneration due to its sacred 

name and origin, if anything belonging to it can be apart from that -- as a good time: a kind, for-

giving, charitable, pleasant time: the only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year, when 

men and women seem by one consent to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to think of people 

below them as if they really were fellow-passengers to the grave, and not another race of crea-

tures bound on other journeys.  And therefore, uncle, though it has never put a scrap of gold or 

silver in my pocket, I believe that it has done me good, and will do me good; and I say, God bless 

it!" 

 

Well, the above passage was written by Charles Dickens about a hundred and seventy years ago. It 

is from his all-time cherished book, Christmas Carol. 

 

With all the stay at home, social distancing and lockdowns and a raging pandemic, one might ask 

what are we to be merry about? 

.  Continued on page 2 
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We recognize many people in our country and around the globe mourn losses, stem-

ming from corona virus pandemic. We share in their sorrow. The silver lining for us all, is 

the hope and a promise for better days ahead. May the upcoming 2021 New Year bring 

better times for all! 

This is also a time to remember our loved ones who have passed away. We build on 

past generations, their sacrifices and their accomplishments. Let us remember people 

who are alone, those who are lonely and who have no one to share their Christmas joy 

with.  

For some people Christmas is about parties, dinners, family time, exchanging gifts, 

beautiful decorations, manger, mid-night Mass and so on. Certainly, they are all part of 

Christmas. 

Christmas is a season of giving. Just as God gave his only begotten son, Jesus, as 

our Savior, we are invited to share, invited to give. It is a commemoration of that trans-

forming and redemptive historical event.  

It is a time to nurture the best in us – love, peace, joy, compassion, kindness, gener-

osity, forgiveness, acceptance and greater relationship with God and others. In the busi-

ness of our daily life, it may happen that these take a back seat in our lives. Christmas 

helps us to focus on goodness and what is best in us. 

As people of Light and Faith we know all things are passing. There is an ebb and flow 

to all things in time. This beautiful and holy celebration is a joyful reminder that truth and 

love prevail. Life is a promise that our existence rest in the hands of our creator, God. 

New life abounds. People with vision, working diligently for cures and all of us helping 

our neighbor and doing our part, ensures our families, communities and the world be-

comes a better place. 

May the grace of Christmas make us all better people! 

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year in 2021. 

Father Augustine Joseph. 
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Parish news 
 

 
There will be a second collection this week for the Religious Retire-

ment Fund.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Augustine Zoom Links 
 

NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME 
 

10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428 
 

Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links 
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09 

 

7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09 

 

Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday) 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?

pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09 

 

Important Websites and TV Channels 
 

EWTN—Masses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
 

Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
 

Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
 
 
 

WINGS resumes on January 6, 2021, with the Winter season devoted to the 

study and sharing of Scripture. This faith enhancement group for women encour-

ages spiritual growth through prayer, Scripture study, life sharing and community. 

We will meet on Wednesdays on the Zoom platform from 9:15-11:15am until fur-

ther notice. Our engaging speakers will uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll 

experience a welcoming community as we support each other in our spiritual 

growth. Invite a friend! Women from local parishes and other denominations are 

welcome! If you’re new to WINGS or wish to sample a meeting, send your email 

address to Nancy Midlin midlin.nancy@gmail.com. 

She will send you the link to Zoom. Our theme for this year is “Strength for the 

Journey”. Join us on January 6th for Shabana Shahbaz, Preschool Aftercare Wal-

dorf Teacher. My Faith, My Love, My Journey. For more information, con-

tact courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com   
  
  

  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
mailto:midlin.nancy@gmail.com
mailto:courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS AND 
NEW YEAR’S MASS 
SCHEDULES 

 

Thursday, December 

24th, Christmas Eve 

Mass at 5 PM (not a chil-

dren's Mass). 

 

Friday, December 25th, 

Outdoor (weather per-

mitting) Christmas Day 

Mass at 10 AM. 

 

Friday, January 1st, 

Outdoor (weather per-

mitting) Solemnity of 

Mary Mass at 10 AM. 
 

 
 
 
 IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill: Sa-
bina Caybut,  Mary Lanigan, 
Karen Miller, Julia Custodio, An-
tonio Custodio, Honor Nono , 
Trica Piper Bennett and family. 
 
 And those who have died:   

Cino Chegia, Cora Taylor, Har-
old Jacobson, all the victims of 
the Coronavirus, and all the 
souls in Purgatory who have no 
one to pray for them.  
 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

 Sunday, December 20th, 10 
am Mass 

Shirley Morgan (+) 
 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 

RCIA  - Classes continue via Zoom, on Monday and Wednesday eve-
nings from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm.  Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members 
of the Catholic Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Inter-
ested?  If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com let-
ting us know you are.   Either Jay or I will get contact  you as soon possi-
ble.   

 

What's Going on in Faith Formation?   
 

THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST. 
AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD 
NEED NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL PREP TO PARTICI-
PATE. 

 

Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is the di-

rect link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/

uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form-2019-

2020.pdf and it is also located on our website.   
 

What are the “O” Antiphons of Advent? 
 

The Roman Catholic Church has been singing the “O” Anti-
phons since at least the eighth century. They are the antiphons 
that accompany the Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from 
December 17-23. They are a magnificent theology that uses an-
cient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old 
testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only 
of Old Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated 
use of the imperative “Come!” embodies the longing of all for the 
Divine Messiah.  

 

DECEMBER 17 O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding crea-
tion with power and love: come to teach us the path of knowledge!  

 

DECEMBER 18 O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the 
Law to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with your mighty 
power!  

 

DECEMBER 19 O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for 
all his people: come to save us without delay!  

 

DECEMBER 20 O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s 
eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of darkness!  

 

DECEMBER 21 O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun 
of justice: come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in 
the shadow of death.  

 

DECEMBER 22 O King of all nations and keystone of the 
Church: come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!  

 

DECEMBER 23 O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: come 

to save us, Lord our God! 

 —From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:  How do you open your heart to what God wants for you?  How do you follow the pathway 
that leads to happiness? 

 
 

For Children:  Is there something hard you need to do this week?  What might make it easier? 

 

 
 

 
  
 

Blessing of a Christmas Tree  
 

The use of the Christmas tree is relatively modern. Its origins are found in the medieval mystery 
plays that depicted the tree of paradise and the Christmas light or candle that symbolized Christ, the 
Light of the world. 

 According to custom, the Christmas tree is set up just before Christmas and may remain in place 
until the Solemnity of Epiphany.  

 

The lights of the tree are illuminated after the prayer of blessing.  
 

When all have gathered, a suitable song may be sung. The leader makes the sign of the cross, 
and all reply “Amen.”  

 

The leader may greet those present in the following words:  

 

Let us glorify Christ our light, who brings salvation and peace into our midst, now and forever. R/. 
Amen.  

 

In the following or similar words, the leader prepares those present for the blessing:  
 

My brothers and sisters, amidst signs and wonders Christ Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea: 
his birth brings joy to our hearts and enlightenment to our minds. With this tree, decorated and 
adorned, may we welcome Christ among us; may its lights guide us to the perfect light.  

 

One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture, for example:  
 

Listen to the words of the Letter of St. Paul to Titus: 3:4-7  
 

But when the kindness and generous love of God our savior appeared, not because of any right-
eous deeds we had done but because of his mercy, he saved us through the bath of rebirth and re-
newal by the holy Spirit, whom he richly poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior, so that 
we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life.  

 

Or Ezekiel 17:22-24—I will plant a tender shoot on the mountain heights of Israel.  
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
R/. Thanks be to God.  
 

The intercessions are then said.  
 

The leader says: Let us ask God to send his blessing upon us and upon this sign of our faith in 
the Lord.  

R/. Lord, give light to our hearts  

Continued on page 6 



 
 

 
R/. Lord, give light to our hearts.  
 
That this tree of lights may remind us of the tree of glory on which Christ accomplished our salvation, 

let us pray to the Lord. R/.  
 
That the joy of Christmas may always be in our homes, let us pray to the Lord. R/.  
 
That the peace of Christ may dwell in our hearts and in the world, let us pray to the Lord. R/.  
 
After the intercessions the leader invites all present to say the Lord’s Prayer. The leader says the 

prayer with hands joined:  
 
Lord our God,  
we praise you for the light of creation:  
the sun, the moon, and the stars of the night.  
We praise you for the light of Israel:  
the Law, the prophets, and the wisdom of the Scriptures.  
We praise you for Jesus Christ, your Son:  
he is Emmanuel, God-with-us, the Prince of Peace,  
who fills us with the wonder of your love. 
 
 Lord God, 
 let your blessing come upon us 
 as we illumine this tree. 
 May the light and cheer it gives 
 be a sign of the joy that fills our hearts. 
 May all who delight in this tree  
come to the knowledge and joy of salvation.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 R/. Amen. 
 
 The lights of the tree are then illuminated. The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself 

with the sign of the cross and saying:  
 
May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and forever. R/. Amen.  
 
The blessing concludes with a verse from “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”:  
 
O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer  
our spirits by thine advent here; 
 disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadow put to flight.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 
 
 
Catholic Current.  Prayer taken from the Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers, Revised addition 
(Washington DC. USCCC 2007), 78-81, Copyright 2007.  All rights reserved 

Continued from page 5 


