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Holy Mass is Community Worship 
 
“… where two or three are gathered in My name, I am 
there among them.” Matt.18:20 

 
Our path to God is not a solitary one. It is in the com-
pany of others, the community of believers. That is 
what brings us to church, that’s what makes us Chris-
tians. 

 
People have not always freely chosen this path.  The 
Church itself, in times past, tended to encourage this 
individualism.  And the whole approach to religion in 
our country is individualistic. 

 
Yet Christianity is radically communitarian.  At Mass not 
only do we grow closer to God, we grow closer to one 
another.  Not only are we dedicated and renewed to 
serve the Lord but to serve one another and the 
broader community of which we are a part. 
 
If I really understand the Mass to be about US and 
God, I will not so easily or so casually absent myself, 
nor come late or leave early, except under extraordi-
nary circumstances and pressures.  It’s like breaking up 
the family.  We just don’t do that. 
 
How much energy parents spend helping their children 
realize that they are part of a family, that they don’t just 
get up and leave the family dinner table or other gather-
ings whenever they please or want to do their own 
thing!  It’s the same message many a priest tries to 
convey to his parishioners.  Sometimes they hear and 
respond, sometimes they don’t, but we keep on trying 
because the lesson is so important.  
 
Our hospitality after the Holy Mass is a help to promote 
the community feature of our Christian worship. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to meet and greet people and 
make friends. 
 
Father Augustine 

Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

 

St. Augustine Parish Office 
 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 

Phone: (510) 653-8631 ext 110 

www.staugustineoakland.com 

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 

Emergency Cell number (510) 653-8631 

ext 111 

 

 Fr. Augustine Joseph 

Parochial Administrator, ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 

 

April McNeely, Music Director 

(510) 504-4784 

april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator, ext 102 

kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Linda Prara-Jenkins, Office Manager, ext 

101 

staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Mission Statement 

We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.  

Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation The Joy of Love 
 

Chapter 5 Love Made Fruitful 
 

Mothers are the strongest antidote to the spread of self centered individualism….  It is they who testify to the 

beauty of life.   (#174) 

 

Very often it is grandparents who ensure that the most important values are passed down to their grand- 

Children.   (#192) 

 

Chapter 6 Some Pastoral Perspectives 
 

Family bonds are essential for reinforcing healthy self-esteem.   (#203) 

 

For every couple, marriage preparation begins at birth.  What they received from their family should prepare 

them to know themselves and to make a full and definitive commitment.  (#208) 

 

Marriage is not something that happens once for all.  Their union is real and irrevocable, confirmed and con-

secrated by the sacrament of matrimony.  Yet in joining their lives, the spouses assume an active and creative 

role in a lifelong project.  (#218) 

 

Young love needs to keep dancing toward the future with immense hope.  (#219) 

 

Saint John the Cross tells us that “old lovers are tried and true.”  They “are outwardly no longer afire with 

powerful emotions and impulses, but now taste the sweetness of the wine of love, well-aged and stored deep 

in their hearts.  (#231) 

 

Each crisis has a lesson to teach us; we need to learn how to listen for it with the ear of the heart. (#232) 

 

Communication is an art learned in moments of peace in order to be practiced in moments of difficulty. 

(#234) 

 

It is important that the divorced who have entered a new union should be made to feel part of the Church.  

They are not excommunicated, and they should not be treated as such, since they remain part of t he ecclesial 

community.   (#243) 

 

[Regarding the death of a spouse] Our loved ones have no need of our suffering, nor does it flatter them that 

we should ruin our lives.  (#255) 

 

Taize Prayer 

 

Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music.  All are wel-

come!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No 

prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small 

group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729.  
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Please remember in your prayers those who are ill:  

 Virginia Nelson, Ruby Toro, Loretta Schmitz,  Vivian 

Richardi, Cliff Wiesner 

And those who have died: 

Claudia Johnson, George Wolfe 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 
Saturday, August 6th, 2016, 5 p.m. 

Antonio & Julia Custodio (-) 
Sunday, August 7th, 2016, 8 a.m. 

Sunday, August 7th,  2016, 10:30 a.m. 
Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, August 7th 2016, 6 p.m. 
Noel Custodio (+) 

 

Stewardship – Weekly Offering 

 
July 31st,  Collection: $4,513.00 Includes EFT 

 
St. Vincent dePaul Stewardship: $167.13 
St Vincent dePaul 5th Sunday: $1,093.00 

  

Question of the Week 
 

For Adults:  

 

Other than Jesus, which of the ancestors of 

Christian faith has served as the greatest example 

to you?  Why? 

 
 

For Children:   

 

Which person of the Bible has been a good ex-

ample to you of how to live? 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

Saturday Vigil 

5:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday Eucharist 

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 6:00 p.m. 

 

Weekday Eucharist  

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

8:30 a.m. 

 

Communion Service  

Wednesday 8:30 a.m. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday 4 p.m. 

 

From the Office of the Ministry Coordinator – Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 

(USCCB)  Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vigil,  thousands are baptized into the 

Catholic Church in the United States. Parishes welcome these new Catholics through the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Listed below are some questions and answers about RCIA.   

What are the steps of RCIA? (Part 4 of 6) What is the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday like?          

The Easter Vigil takes place on Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter Sunday. This is the night 

that "shall be as bright as day" as proclaimed by the Exsultet, an ancient church hymn as we joy-

fully anticipate Christ's Resurrection The Holy Saturday Liturgy begins with the Service of Light, 

which includes the blessing of the new fire and the Paschal candle which symbolizes Jesus, the 

Light of the World. The second part consists of the Liturgy of the Word with a series of Scripture 

readings. After the Liturgy of the Word, the Catechumens are presented to the parish community, 

who pray for them with the Litany of the Saints. Next, the priest blesses the water, placing the 

Easter or Paschal candle into the baptismal water. Those seeking Baptism then renounce sin and 

profess their faith after which they are baptized with the priest pronouncing the words, "I baptize 

you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."  After the Baptism the newly 

baptized are dressed in white garments and presented with a candle lighted from the Paschal Can-

dle. They are then Confirmed by the priest or bishop who lays hands on their heads, and invokes the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. He then anoints them with the oil called Sacred Chrism. The Mass 

continues with the newly baptized participating in the general intercessions and in bringing gifts to 

the altar. At Communion, the newly baptized receive the Eucharist, Christ's Body and Blood, for the 

first time. 

Make a Joyful Noise Unto the Lord                                                                                             

Calling all children ages 4 to 12.  Do you like to sing?  We are currently planning on preparing a 

song for Holy Mass on Sunday, August 28th @ 10:30 am for the Feast of St. Augustine.  All chil-

dren are invited to participate in practice on Sunday mornings.  Parents must be present with their 

children during this time.  For more information please contact Karen @ (510) 653-8631 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Visit the Diocese Jubilee of Mercy website @ http://www.jubileeofmercy-eb.org 

Visit our new Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St-Augustine-Catholic-Church-

113260159035124/ 

Jesus, meek and humble of heart, make our hearts like yours.  In Christ’s love, Karen 

Rosary Repairs 

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken 

and need of repair?  Contact Suzy Arnhart 

before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she 

will gladly repair it free of charge. 

Prayer Tree 
 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for 

Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2016:  August 7th, September 4th, October 2nd, November 6th, Decem-

ber 4th. 

Ministry Calendar: 

 

Children’s Choir Practice for the Feast of St. 

Augustine – Sunday, August 14th @ 9:30 am 

 

RCIA Inquiry Class – Wednesday, August 10th @ 

6:15 pm 

CLW on Sunday, August 14th @ 10:30 am mass 

 

Feast of the Assumption – Monday, August 15th @ 

7pm – Guest Celebrant is Fr. Bonnaci 

 

Feast of St. Augustine – Sunday, August 28th @ 

10:30 am – Luncheon and concert following mass. 
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