
St. Antony of Egypt 

Antony saw the world as a battlefield on which God's 

servants waged war against the Devil and his de-

mons. 

His journey into purity began by removing himself 

from the village. He took up strenuous spiritual exer-

cises: sleepless nights spent in prayer, fasting every 

other day, and eating only bread and water. He dis-

covered, Athanasius wrote, "the mind of the soul is 

strong when the pleasures of the body are weak." 

When, at the age of 105, he knew he was near the 

end of his life, he took two companions with him into 

the desert to wait for his death. They were ordered to 

bury his body without a marker so no one could make 

his grave or relics an object of reverence. 

"Wherever you find yourself, do not go forth from 

that place too quickly. Try to be patient and learn to 

stay in one place." Saint Anthony of Egypt. 

From the pastor   

From the pastor 
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Saint Antony of Egypt 
Saint Anthony or Antony (c. 251–356) 

was a Christian monk from Egypt, re-

vered since his death, as a saint. He is 

distinguished from other saints named 

Anthony by various epithets: Anthony the Great, 

Anthony of Egypt, Anthony the Abbot, Anthony of 

the Desert, Anthony the Anchorite and Anthony of 

Thebes. For his importance among the Desert Fa-

thers and to all later Christian monasticism, he is 

also known as the Father of All Monks. His feast 

day is celebrated on January 17, among the Ortho-

dox and Catholic churches and on Tobi 22, in the 

Egyptian calendar, used by the Coptic Church. 

Anthony was born in Coma in Lower Egypt in 

AD 251, to wealthy landowner parents. When he 

was about 18 years old, his parents died and left 

him in the care of his unmarried sister. Shortly 

thereafter, he decided to follow the Evangelical 

counsel of Jesus which reads, "If you want to be 

perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the 

poor, and you will have treasures in 

heaven." (Matt.19:21) Anthony gave away some of 

his family's land to his neighbors, sold the remain-

ing property, and donated the funds, thus raised, 

to the poor. He then left to live an ascetic life in the 

desert, placing his sister with a group of Christian 

virgins, a sort of proto-convent. 

Everything we know about Antony comes from a 

hagiography (a favorable biography of a saintly 

person) written shortly after his death by the fa-

mous theologian, Athanasius of Alexandria. Ac-

cording to him, Antony saw the Christian's task as 

both simple and formidable: become a "lover of 

God" by resisting the Devil and yielding to Christ. Continued from Page 1 
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• Weekend Mass schedule • 

Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

Please See Page 4 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Council of the 

United States 

One of the largest charitable organizations in the 

world, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is an interna-

tional, nonprofit, Catholic lay organization of almost 

800,000 men and women who as volunteers provide per-

son-to-person service to the needy and suffering in 149 

countries. 

 The United States Society of St. Vincent de Paul was 

founded in 1845 and has more than 150,000 members in 

4,400 communities. 

 Charity and assistance programs include home visits, 

housing assistance, disaster relief, job training and place-

ment, food pantries, dining halls, clothing, transportation 

and utility costs, care for the sick, the incarcerated and 

the elderly, and prescription medicine. 

 In 2013, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul provided 

more than $794 million in tangible and in-kind services, 

made more than 1.7 million in-person visits, and helped 

almost 12 million people. 

 The St. Vincent dePaul 5th Sunday collection will be 

taken next Sunday, January 29th. 

 

ST. THERESA PARISH OFFERS IGNATIAN 

PRAYER ADVENTURE  

JANUARY 31 through April 11, 2017 

Deepen your spiritual life, Grow in your relationship 

with God and Jesus, Learn new prayer methods, Experi-

ence new means of discernment, Share the graces of the 

retreat in a small group setting. 

The Retreat will be held on Tuesday evenings from 

7:00 – 9:00 in St. Theresa Meeting Rooms.  The cost of 

the Exercises is $120 per person and includes all materi-

als and 4 one-on-one meetings with a Spiritual Director.  

Financial support is available and cost should never be 

a reason to not attend. 

If you are interested in participating, please complete 

the Sign-up sheet found in the back of the Church or con-

tact: 
 

Bob Hernandez, bhernandez@carmelpartners.com 

(415) 516-0440  or 

Laura Bennett, lwbennett7@msn.com  (510) 652-1835 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
  
Responsible Stewardship Made Easy! 
 

Did you know that… 
 

43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct de-

posit. 

51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks. 

97% are satisfied with electronic payments 

80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to re-

ceive benefits. 

  

If you would like to start making your contributions by 

electronic funds transfer, you may pick up a form at the 

registration table next to the hospitality table. 

  

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflec-

tion, shared petitions, framed with simple mu-

sic.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on 

Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last ap-

proximately 25 minutes.  No prior experience or 

training is necessary in order to participate; all that 

is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to 

spend time in prayer.  If you would like more in-

formation, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

mailto:bhernandez@carmelpartners.com
mailto:lwbennett7@msn.com
mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: To whom could you preach the gospel of Jesus Christ this week 
with actions rather than words? 

For Children:  What could you do for someone this w eek that would tell 
them something about Jesus? 
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Parish news 

2016 End of Year Tax Statements 
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.  

Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a 

copy mailed to you. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:  February 5th, March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, 

July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 

3rd. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the Ministry Coordinator 

All Christians should renew their per-
sonal encounter with Jesus Christ      

                      
“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a re-

newed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to 

letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each 

day. No one should think that this invitation is not meant for him or her, 

since “no one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord”. The Lord 

does not disappoint those who take this risk; whenever we take a step 

towards Jesus, we come to realize that he is already there, waiting for us 

with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I have let my-

self be deceived; in a thousand ways I have shunned your love, yet here 

I am once more, to renew my covenant with you. I need you. Save me 

once again, Lord, take me once more into your redeeming embrace”.”  

Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis (3)  
 

Save the Dates~  
Love Letters – February 12th @ 2 pm.  Experience a reading of love 

letters with Jerry Johnson at St. Augustine.  Snacks will be provided.  

Good will offering will be taken and all proceeds will benefit our Music 

Ministry. Anyone interested in auditioning for the female role contact 

Karen Glen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com   

Celebrate Mardi Gras with the St. Augustine 

Parish – Sunday, February 26th after the 10:30 mass.  Join us 

for festive fare and music.  Volunteers are invited to participate in 

preparing the food, setting up the décor, planning games and activi-

ties for folks of all ages.  Please email Karen @ 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com if you have ideas and would like to 

participate in the fun.  This is a parish event, so all are welcome to 

participate.   
 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact 

Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Ministry schedule 
Wednesday, Jan 28th @ 

6:15 pm ~ RCIA  

 

Sunday, Jan 29th @ 9:15 

am ~ Family Faith Forma-

tion  

 

Sunday, Jan 29th @ 10:30 

am ~ Children’s Liturgy of 

the Word  

 

Weekly Offering 
January 15th Collection:  
$2,843.00 Includes EFT 
  
St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship:  $59.67 
 

In our prayers 
Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  
Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg, 

Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita 
Eble, Virginia Nelson, Jim Puskar, 
Mary Ellen King, Courtenay Redis, 
Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns 

  
And those who have died: 
Janet Wozenski, Lee Nelson, 

Ruby Toro 

  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, January 21st, 2017, 5 

p.m. 
Sunday, January 22nd,   2017, 8 

a.m. 
Sunday, January 22nd,  2017, 

10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, January 22nd,   6 p.m. 
Parishioners & Benefactors 
  

  

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) 
Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin.  Look here for ex-

citing opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community.  

Our first project is to prepare our Kare Kits, which will serve our homeless 

neighbors.  Everyone is invited after the 10:30 am mass on Sunday, Janu-

ary 29th to participate in putting together the kits.  Would you like to donate 

an item for the kit?  Supplies that are needed…..small water bottles, socks, 

energy bars, snack pack foods, travel size toothbrushes and toothpaste.  

Bring your items to the church and after the 10:30 am mass we will work 

together to assemble the packs.  Packs will be available for parishioners to 

take out into the community and gift them to those in need.  If you have 

any questions please contact Karen @ staugustinemc@gmail.com 

mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
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