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Saint John Paul II’s Story—Franciscan Media
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Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged John Paul II during the homily at the Mass when he was installed as pope in 1978.
Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Wojtyla had lost his mother, father and older brother before his 21st birthday. Karol’s
promising academic career at Krakow’s Jagiellonian University was cut short by the outbreak of World War II. While working in
a quarry and a chemical factory, he enrolled in an “underground” seminary in Kraków. Ordained in 1946, he was immediately
sent to Rome where he earned a doctorate in theology.
Back in Poland, a short assignment as assistant pastor in a rural parish preceded his very fruitful chaplaincy for university students. Soon he earned a doctorate in philosophy and began teaching that subject at Poland’s University of Lublin.
Communist officials allowed him to be appointed auxiliary bishop of Kraków in 1958, considering him a relatively harmless intellectual. They could not have been more wrong!
He attended all four sessions of Vatican II and contributed especially to its Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern
World. Appointed as archbishop of Kraków in 1964, he was named a cardinal three years later.
Elected pope in October 1978, he took the name of his short-lived, immediate predecessor. Pope John Paul II was the first nonItalian pope in 455 years. In time, he made pastoral visits to 124 countries, including several with small Christian populations.
He promoted ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, especially the 1986 Day of Prayer for World Peace in Assisi. He visited
Rome’s Main Synagogue and the Western Wall in Jerusalem; he also established diplomatic relations between the Holy See and
Israel. He improved Catholic-Muslim relations and in 2001 visited a mosque in Damascus, Syria.
The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key event in John Paul’s ministry, was marked by special celebrations in Rome and elsewhere for Catholics and other Christians. Relations with the Orthodox Churches improved considerably during his ministry as
pope.
“Christ is the center of the universe and of human history” was the opening line of his 1979 encyclical, Redeemer of the Human
Race. In 1995, he described himself to the United Nations General Assembly as “a witness to hope.”
His 1979 visit to Poland encouraged the growth of the Solidarity movement there and the collapse of communism in central and
eastern Europe 10 years later. He began World Youth Day and traveled to several countries for those celebrations. He very much
wanted to visit China and the Soviet Union but the governments in those countries prevented that.
One of the most well-remembered photos of his pontificate was his one-on-one conversation in 1983 with Mehmet Ali Agca, who
had attempted to assassinate him two years earlier.
In his 27 years of papal ministry, John Paul II wrote 14 encyclicals and five books, canonized 482 saints and beatified 1,338 people. In the last years of his life, he suffered from Parkinson’s disease and was forced to cut back on some of his activities.
Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in 2011, and Pope Francis canonized him in 2014.

WOMEN IN GOD’S SPIRIT
FALL 2016
We Are Called
October 26

November 2

Luke Hansen, SJ, Former Associate Editor at America
Student at JST Berkeley
Exploring the Possibility of Women Deacons in the Church
Jerome Baggett, SJ, Professor of Religion and Society
Jesuit School of Theology Santa Clara
Modernity & Meaning: New Religious Dilemmas for American Catholics

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sessions are held at St. Theresa Event Center (4850 Clarewood Dr) and begin at 9:15am with hospitality. For more information or to attend as a guest, contact Courtenay Redis at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com
Additional dates will be included in upcoming bulletins.
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The Rosary – Part 2
On average, Americans correctly answered 16 of the 32 religious knowledge questions on the survey by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public Life. Atheists
and agnostics averaged 20.9 correct answers. Jews and Mormons did about as well, averaging 20.5 and 20.3 correct answers, respectively. Protestants as a whole average 16 correct
answers; Catholics, as a whole, 14.7. Atheists and agnostics,
Jews and Mormons perform better than other groups on the
survey even after controlling for differing levels of education.
Religion, religious knowledge and practices are on decline in
our society. There is a great shroud of ignorance and indifference gnawing at the very core of our human society, the human person. Our spiritual life itself is threatened. In such a
situation the Rosary can become a great educational tool if we
use it.
The Rosary has been described as the "Poor man’s bible". At
a time, when few people could read and write, memorizing
the Rosary was a help in knowing the faith. It described the
birth (Joyful Mysteries), suffering (Sorrowful Mysteries) and
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of God (Glorious
Mysteries). In October 2002, Pope John Paul II (now Saint
John Paul II) added the Luminous Mysteries to the Rosary.
They describe the adult life and teaching of Jesus. The Rosary,
thus, could teach a person the fundamentals of the Christian
Faith.
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The Rosary can serve as personal prayer or as community
prayer. One could pray it by oneself or in the company of others. As a community prayer it can involve a large number of
people, making everyone participate in the prayer experience.
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Rosary in the digital age: In our digital age there is a lot of
help praying the Rosary. iRosary (Catholic Rosary) is a great
app for the smart phones. There is also another app called The
Holy Rosary. YouTube has uploaded many types of Rosary
prayers. It is also possible to buy audio tapes and videos about
praying the Rosary.
There is no dearth of resources out there to help us pray the
Rosary. As we are in the Month of the Rosary (October) I invite everyone to pray the Rosary. You have nothing to lose but
everything to gain – eternal life!
Father Augustine
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Mission Statement
We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.
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Please remember in your prayers those who are ill:
Jim McMurray, Tammy, Terry, Karen Miller, Bob Shobar,
Frances, Karen Burns, Kathy Glen, Ivan Lieberburg.
And those who have died:
Claudia Johnson, George Wolfe, Loretta Schmitz, Mari Kittel,
John Cody, Evelyn Schumacher, Willie Dinkins
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday, October 22nd, 2016, 5 p.m.
Kathy Garlicki (-)
Sunday, October 23rd, 2016, 8 a.m.
Sunday, October 23rd, 2016,10:30 a.m.
Bud Nolan (+)
Sunday, October 23rd, 2016, 6 p.m.
Parishioners & Benefactors
Stewardship – Weekly Offering
October 16th 2016, Collection: $3, 020.00 Includes EFT
St. Vincent dePaul Stewardship: $129.54
Next week's second collection is for SVDP Fifth Sunday.
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For Adults:
When have you felt self-satisfied in observing the mistakes of others? What
should we remember at such times?
For Children:
Have you ever thought you were better
than someone else? What is the problem
with such thoughts?

Saturday Vigil
5:00 p.m.

th

RCIA, Wednesday, October 19 @ 6:15
pm in the Parish rectory
Faith Formation on Sunday, October 23rd
@ 9:10 am
CLW on Sunday, October 23rd @ 10:30
am mass

Sunday Eucharist
8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 6:00 p.m.
Weekday Eucharist
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:30 a.m.
Communion Service
Wednesday 8:30 a.m.

From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Rosary Repairs

Small Faith Groups are Gathering ~ We are studying the new Papal Exhortation, Amoris Laetitia, The Joy of

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken
and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart
before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.

Love. This document came out of the discussions at the World Meeting of Families last year. We have studied
it as a leadership team and believe it is a thoughtful commentary on the family and relationships. Sign up on
the board to receive more information on participating in one of the small faith groups that are forming.
Groups are offered at different dates and times for your convenience, beginning the last week of October.
RCIA: Inquiry classes for RCIA have begun, but it is on-going and welcome to anyone in our community who

Save the Date

is curious about learning more about Catholicism. Also, if you are a baptized Catholic but are interested in re-

Our 1 Annual Liturgical Ministers Retreat will be held on Saturday, November 12 . Our
morning will begin together with breakfast and a prayer service. Liturgical ministers will then
meet together in small groups to share thoughts about their ministry and how it has enriched
their faith journey. The retreat will begin @ 8:30 am and conclude by 11 am. If you have any
questions please check with your ministry leader. More information will follow!
st

Weekly Worship Schedule

Ministry Calendar:

Question of the Week

th

ceiving additional sacraments of Holy Communion or Confirmation, then these classes are for you. We meet
Wednesday evenings, beginning at 6:15 PM, in the Rectory Dining Room. If you have questions you can contact Jay Mitchell (our RCIA Team Leader).
Family Faith Formation and Children’s Liturgy of the Word. All children are invited to participate in our
All Saints Celebration. Children (representing a variety of saints) will participate in procession and song during the 10:30 am mass on October 30th and the All Saints Mass on Tuesday, November 1st @ 7pm.
Year of Mercy Community Project: The Parish Council invites you to participate in our project to “Buy a

Prayer Tree

Child a Pair of Shoes”. We have adopted St. Martin de Porres School on 41st Ave in Oakland as the recipi-

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2016: November 6th, and December 4th.

ents of our project. This school in our local community will benefit by helping to provide a pair of black
Nike shoes for each student. The cost to us is just under $40 per pair (there was a change in the cost, due to
the type of shoe we needed). We are thrilled to report that the first week of donations brought in

Taize Prayer
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music. All are
welcome!" The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to
meet with a small group to spend time in prayer. If you would like more information, please contact
Susan Schaeffer at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729

$1200…….This will cover 30 pairs of shoes. Donations will be accepted over the next 4 weeks. Envelopes
are available in the back of the church for you to place your donations. Just look for the shoe boxes.
Thank you to all who supported the Faith Formation St. Francis Feast day project by donating
items to the Berkeley Humane. All donations were delivered and appreciated.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact Karen @
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

