
A Gospel Reflection 
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Matthew continues the Sermon on the Mount with a 

three part instruction by Jesus on the Way of Life in the 

kingdom of heaven. Today’s reading is part one and 

deals with the Law. Part two deals with worship and 

religious practice and contains the Lord’s Prayer. Part 

three deals with trusting God and deeds of loving ser-

vice to our neighbor. 

When Matthew speaks of “the Law and the proph-

ets” he means the whole Scripture. When the Messiah 

brings the fullness of the kingdom none of scripture will 

be done away with. Instead it will be fulfilled. Mat-

thew’s Jesus does not overturn the Law of Moses, nor 

does he set his followers free from the Law. He requires 

his followers to go beyond the Law by doing more than 

the Law requires. 

The Law condemned murder. Jesus condemns anger. 

The Law condemned adultery. Jesus condemns even 

lustful looks. As Jewish Christians who had always 

been faithful to the Law Matthew’s community need a 

way to understand the difference Jesus and the kingdom 

he brings have made. They affirmed that God had al-

ways been at work in history through “the Law and the 

prophets.” But God’s work goes beyond that to be em-

bodied by the Messiah who reveals the definitive will of 

God. The written scriptures and their interpretation in 

tradition are surpassed by Jesus whose life and teaching 

are the definitive revelation of the will of God. 

 

Family Connection 
Families have rules. Without rules, family life would 

be chaos. As a family, brainstorm a list of rules that you 

are all called to follow in your home in order for you all 

to get along together. Think about rules for play time, 

rules for eating, rules for how to speak to one another, 

rules for going out with friends, and so on. Emphasize 

that families follow rules as a way of showing love and 

respect for one another. Explain that in this Sunday’s 

Gospel, Jesus talks about following the Law. 

Say: God’s Law of love can be thought of as rules that 

we are to follow in order to show our love and respect 

for one another. Read aloud this Sunday’s Gospel, 

Matthew 5:17–37. Talk specifically with one another 

about how anger is to be dealt with in your family. Con-

clude by praying for the grace to overcome anger and to 

show respect for one another as a family by following 

God’s Law of love. 
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
 

Responsible Stewardship Made Easy! 
 
Did you know that… 
 
43% of Americans pay one or more bills by direct deposit. 
 
51% of Americans use direct deposit for paychecks. 
97% are satisfied with electronic payments 
80% of Social Security beneficiaries use EFT to receive 

benefits. 
  
If you would like to start making your contributions by 

electronic funds transfer, you may pick up a form at the regis-
tration table next to the hospitality table. 

  

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflec-

tion, shared petitions, framed with simple mu-

sic.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on 

Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last ap-

proximately 25 minutes.  No prior experience or 

training is necessary in order to participate; all that 

is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to 

spend time in prayer.  If you would like more in-

formation, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

 

The Story of Our Lady of Lourdes 
 

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX proclaimed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception in the apostolic 

constitution Ineffabilis Deus. A little more than three years later, on February 11, 1858, a young lady ap-

peared to Bernadette Soubirous. This began a series of visions. During the apparition on March 25, the lady 

identified herself with the words: “I am the Immaculate Conception.” 

Bernadette was a sickly child of poor parents. Their practice of the Catholic faith was scarcely more than 

lukewarm. Bernadette could pray the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the Creed. She also knew the prayer of 

the Miraculous Medal: “O Mary conceived without sin.” 

During interrogations Bernadette gave an account of what she saw. It was “something white in the shape 

of a girl.” She used the word aquero, a dialect term meaning “this thing.” It was “a pretty young girl with a 

rosary over her arm.” Her white robe was encircled by a blue girdle. She wore a white veil. There was a yel-

low rose on each foot. A rosary was in her hand. Bernadette was also impressed by the fact that the lady did 

not use the informal form of address (tu), but the polite form (vous). The humble virgin appeared to a humble 

girl and treated her with dignity. 

Through that humble girl, Mary revitalized and continues to revitalize the faith of millions of people. Peo-

ple began to flock to Lourdes from other parts of France and from all over the world. In 1862 Church au-

thorities confirmed the authenticity of the apparitions and authorized the cult of Our Lady of Lourdes for the 

diocese. The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes became worldwide in 1907. 

Reflection 
Lourdes has become a place of pilgrimage and healing, but even more of faith. Church authorities have 

recognized over 60 miraculous cures, although there have probably been many more. To people of faith this 

is not surprising. It is a continuation of Jesus’ healing miracles—now performed at the intercession of his 

mother. Some would say that the greater miracles are hidden. Many who visit Lourdes return home with re-

newed faith and a readiness to serve God in their needy brothers and sisters. 

There still may be people who doubt the apparitions of Lourdes. Perhaps the best that can be said to them 

are the words that introduce the film The Song of Bernadette: “For those who believe in God, no explanation 

is necessary. For those who do not believe, no explanation is possible.” 
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Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: How do you reconcile with those who have offended or hurt you? 

For Children:  When have you  taken the first step to make up with someone 
who has hurt you or whom you have offended? 
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Parish news 

2016 End of Year Tax Statements 

End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.  

Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a 

copy mailed to you. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017:  March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, Au-

gust 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable 

Food, Bottled Water. Leave donations in the 

SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 

 

 

St. Augustine Catholic Church Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time February 12th,  2017 

From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator    

  Evangelization is first and foremost about preach-

ing the Gospel to those who do not know Jesus 

 “Lastly, we cannot forget that evangelization is first and foremost 

about preaching the Gospel to those who do not know Jesus Christ or 

who have always rejected him. Many of these are quietly seeking God, 

led by a yearning to see his face, even in countries of ancient Christian 

tradition. All of them have a right to receive the Gospel. Christians have 

the duty to proclaim the Gospel without excluding anyone. Instead of 

seeming to impose new obligations, they should appear as people who 

wish to share their joy, who point to a horizon of beauty and who invite 

others to a delicious banquet. It is not by proselytizing that the Church 

grows, but “by attraction”. John Paul II asked us to recognize that “there 

must be no lessening of the impetus to preach the Gospel” to those who 

are far from Christ, “because this is the first task of the Church”. Indeed, 

“today missionary activity still represents the greatest challenge for the 

Church” and “the missionary task must remain foremost”. What would 

happen if we were to take these words seriously? We would realize that 

missionary outreach is paradigmatic for all the Church’s activity. Along 

these lines the Latin American bishops stated that we “cannot passively 

and calmly wait in our church buildings”; we need to move “from a pas-

toral ministry of mere conservation to a decidedly missionary pastoral 

ministry”. This task continues to be a source of immense joy for the 

Church: “Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than ninety-nine righteous persons who need no re-

pentance” (Lk 15:7).” Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel (14-15) 

 

Celebrate Mardi Gras with the St. Augustine Parish 
– Sunday, February 26th after the 10:30 mass.  Join us for festive fare 

and music.  Volunteers are invited to participate in preparing the food, 

setting up the décor, planning games and activities for folks of all ages.  

Please email Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com if you have 

ideas and would like to participate in the fun.  This is a parish event, so 

all are welcome to participate.   

 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact 

Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Ministry schedule 
Wednesday, Feb 15th @ 

6:15 pm ~ RCIA  

Sunday, Feb 19th @ 9:15 

am ~ NO FAITH FORMA-

TION 

Sunday, Feb 19th @ 10:30 

am ~ NO CLW  

 
 

Weekly Offering 
February 5th, Collection: $3,833 
Includes EFT 
  
St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship:  $148.23 
 

In our prayers 
Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  
Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg, 

Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita 
Eble, Virginia Nelson, Jim Puskar, 
Mary Ellen King, Courtenay Redis, 
Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns, John 
Meadows, Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s 
father), June Bellen, Sylvia  Lope,  
David Scalcini.    

  
And those who have died: 
Janet Wozenski, Lee Nelson, 

Ruby Toro, James Lewis 

  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, February 11th, 2017, 5 

p.m. 
Sunday, February 12th,  2017, 8 

a.m. 
Sunday, February 12th,  2017, 

10:30 a.m. 
Angela Dela Paz 
Sunday, February 12th,  6 p.m. 
Parishioners & Benefactors 

  

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) 

Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin.  Look here for exciting 

opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I pre-

fer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out 

on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being 

confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope 

Francis #49 

Thank you to all who went forth into the community with Kare Kits.  I appre-

ciated hearing your stories of encounter with those who benefited from 

your caring actions.  Preparing ourselves to meet people on the fringes 

can often open our eyes to actually see them.  Please continue to pray for 

all who are suffering and those who reach out to help them. 

We are partnering with a Transition House for Immigrant families.  On Fri-

day, Feb 24th we will be serving dinner at the house.   Anyone interested 

in helping to prepare or serve the dinner can contact Karen for more infor-

mation.  Additionally we will be collecting needed supplies to take to the 

house over the next three weeks.  Needed supplies: toilet paper, paper 

towels, laundry detergent, dish detergent, soap and shampoo.  Please 

place these items in the box marked specifically for the transition house.     
If you have any questions please contact Karen @ staugustinemc@gmail.com  
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