
A Gospel Reflection 
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Enjoying God 
 

Today’s Gospel encounter is captivating. Tired on 

his journey, Jesus sits down next to Jacob’s Well. Soon 

a woman arrives to draw water. She belongs to a semi-

pagan people, despised by the Jews. Right out of the 

blue, Jesus begins the dialogue. He doesn’t know how 

to look down on anyone, only how to look at them with 

deep tenderness. «Woman, give me something to 

drink». The woman stops in her tracks. How dare he be 

in contact with a Samaritan? Why does he lower him-

self to speak with an unknown woman? Jesus’ words 

surprise her all the more: «If you only knew what God 

is offering and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me 

something to drink’, you would have been the one to 

ask, and he would have given you living water». 

Many people, especially lately, find themselves far 

away from God, without even knowing what is really 

going on inside of them. By now God ends up 

‘something strange’ to them. Everything connected to 

God seems to them to be empty and meaningless: a 

childish world, fading into the past. I understand them. I 

know what they might be feeling. I too find myself fur-

ther and further away from such a «God of my child-

hood» that used to awaken in me so many fears, grief, 

unease. Probably without Jesus I never would have met 

a God who for me today is a Mystery of goodness: a 

presence that is friendly and welcoming, one whom I 

can always trust. 

The task of proving my faith with scientific evidence 

has never attracted me: I believe it’s mistaken to regard 

the mystery of God as if it were a laboratory project. 

But neither have religious dogmas helped me to really 

meet God. I simply have let myself be led by a confi-

dence in Jesus that has continued growing over the 

years. I can’t explain exactly how my faith sustains me 

today in a religious crisis that affects me as much as 

everyone else. I would only say that Jesus has brought 

me to live a faith in God in a simple way from the depth 

of my being. If I listen, God isn’t silent. If I open my-

self, God isn’t closed. If I entrust myself, God wel-

comes me. If I give myself, God sustains me. If I fall 

down, God raises me up. 

I believe the first and most important experience is to 

find a way to enjoy God as a saving presence. When a 

person knows what it is to enjoy God because, in spite 

of our mediocrity and selfishness, God welcomes us as 

we are, then it would be difficult to abandon the faith. 

Many people today are abandoning God without ever 

having known God. If they knew the experience of God 

that Jesus spreads, they would be seeking God. If they 

recognized the gift that God is, they wouldn’t abandon 

God. They would find themselves enjoying God. 

 

(José Antonio Pagola) 
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

ENCOUNTER LENT ~ CRS RICE BOWL                                                                                                  

Encounter Opportunity ~ We encounter Fernando in El 

Salvador where, despite a lack of economic opportunity, 

youth are pursuing their dreams of building businesses to 

better the lives of their families.  How have you worked to 

better the lives of others this Lent?  Join us for a meal Visit 

www.crsricebowl.org for more.           

 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) 

 
Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin.  Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in 

serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has 

been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging 

to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49 

 We are once again collecting items to continue this ministry.  “Kare Kits” are gallon size Ziploc bags that hold 

ready to eat food, toiletries, socks and gloves.  Please place all donations in the basket labeled “Kare Kits”.   

We will be assembling these again on Sunday, March 25th & 26th after all masses. 

Thank you to all who helped celebrate St. Joseph.  The St. Joseph’s table is can be celebrated by inviting the 

homeless and poor are invited to join with us.  Keeping in this spirit we are inviting all to participate in the 

can and box food drive.  Please bring your gifts and place them in the food bucket.  All donations will go to 

our St. Vincent de Paul conference, here at St. Augustine, serving our own neighbors. 

The next scheduled date to serve dinner at the Transition House will be on Friday, March 31st from 5 to 8 pm.  

If you are interested in serving please contact Karen. Needed supplies: gently used household items (dishes, 

bedding, towels) and cleaning supplies.   Please place these items in the box marked specifically for the 

transition house.  One of the families will be moving into their own apartment next month.  Look for more 

information to come on items they will need to help get settled.  If you have any questions please contact 

Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com    

 

All God's People 

United in Faith 

We are "All God's People" and the 2017 Bishop's Appeal is a way for us to come together in unity to serve others 

and be generous in sharing our blessings.  With the participation of all 84 parishes, our diocese will grow stronger to-

gether, "United in Faith." 

Every family is asked to make a proportionate sacrificial pledge or gift to the Bishop's Appeal by completing a 

pledge card.  This pledge can be paid over the next 10 month. 

We realize that not everyone can make the same size gift, but we can make the same size sacrifice.  Whether you 

choose to make a pledge or a one-time gift, all gifts are greatly appreciated. 

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music.  All are wel-

come!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No 

prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small 

group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729. 

 A Note From Fr. Augustine 
 

 Fr. Augustine’s father, Joseph, passed away this past   

weekend.  His funeral will be in India on St. Patrick’s 

Day, March 17th. 

 

Fr. Augustine would like to thank everyone for their 

prayers and support during this most difficult time. 

http://www.crsricebowl.org
mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: Where have you found a source of “living water” for your own 
journey of faith? 

For Children:  Name some times when your belief in Jesus helped make you 
stronger.  
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Parish news 
 

2016 End of Year Tax Statements 

End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.  

Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a 

copy mailed to you. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017: April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, 

September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, 

Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP 

basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator    

                                                                 

Don’t be “sourpusses” but trust in the vic-
tory of Christ   

“One of the more serious temptations which stifles boldness and zeal is a 

defeatism which turns us into querulous and disillusioned pessimists, 

“sourpusses”. Nobody can go off to battle unless he is fully convinced of vic-

tory beforehand. If we start without confidence, we have already lost half the 

battle and we bury our talents. While painfully aware of our own frailties, we 

have to march on without giving in, keeping in mind what the Lord said to 

Saint Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 

weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). Christian triumph is always a cross, yet a cross which 

is at the same time a victorious banner borne with aggressive tenderness 

against the assaults of evil. The evil spirit of defeatism is brother to the temp-

tation to separate, before its time, the wheat from the weeds; it is the fruit of 

an anxious and self-centered lack of trust.”  Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel 

(85)  

                      

How is your Lent bringing you closer to God? –  Remember to visit the 

Lenten Resource table to pick up books, prayer cards, Rice Bowl materials 

and other meaningful items to help you through your journey this Lent.  

 

 

Mark your Calendars Now for this Special Lenten Services    

March 24th, 6pm - All Parish  Soup Supper & Stations of the Cross 

April 5th ~ 6 pm/Evening Prayer  

    ~ 6:30 pm Fr. Mark Wiesner: Mercy & the Sacrament of Rec-

onciliation 

 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

Ministry schedule 
Wednesday, March 22nd  ~ 

Evening Prayer ~ 6:00pm ~ 

Church 

Wednesday, March 22nd ~ 

RCIA ~ 6:30pm ~ Chapel 

Friday, March 24th  ~ Stations 

of the Cross ~ 12 noon ~ Church 

Friday, March 24th ~ Parish 

Family Stations of the Cross ~ 

7pm ~ Church 

Sunday, March 26th @ 9:15 am 

~ Faith Formation  

Sunday, March 26th @ 10:30 

am ~ CLW  
 
 

Weekly Offering 

March 12th, Collection: 

$3,481.00 

Includes EFT 
 
St. Vincent dePaul stewardship:  

$68.52  
 

In our prayers 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  

Ivan Lieberburg, Jim Puskar, 

June Bellen, Don Gundry, Andy 

Collins., Virginia Montalbo, Russell 

Wikander. 

  

And those who have died: 

Lee Nelson, Ruby Toro, James 

Lewis, Mary Sales, Eleanor 

Wenceslao, Virginia Nelson. Joseph 

(Fr. Augustine’s father). 

  

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, March 18th,  2017, 5 

p.m. 

Sunday, March 19th,  2017, 8 

a.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, March 19th,  2017, 10:30 

a.m. 

Sunday, March 19th, 2017,  6 

p.m. 

Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Easter Season Schedule 
 

Evening Prayer, March 22nd, 29th, April 5th at 6 pm 

Stations of the Cross,  March 24th, 31st , 7th at 12 pm 

Palm Sunday, April 9th 

Lenten Reconciliation, April 10th at 7 pm 

Holy Thursday, April 13th, Mass at 7 pm 

Good Friday, Seven Last Words, April 14th at 12 pm 

Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, April 14th at 3:30 pm 

Good Friday, The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion, April 14th at 

7 pm 

Saturday Prayer Service, April 15th at 9 am 

Easter Vigil Mass, April 15th at 8:30 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 16th, Masses at 8 am & 10:30 am 

There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass on Saturday, 

     April 15th; nor will there be a 6 pm Mass on Easter Sunday, 

April 16th. 

 

Calling one and all to share their talents.  St. Augustine is sched-

uling auditions for our community talent show that will be held on 

Sunday, May 7th @ 1pm.  Do you have a special talent you would 

like to share? Can you sing, dance, tell a joke, or read poetry? We 

want you!!  Please consider joining the fun. 

 Contact Jerry Johnson @ 925-254-4582 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

