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Open the eyes of my soul, 
Lord! 
 

It’s hard to know why Jesus went through the ritual of 

the spittle, the mud, and the water, in order to heal the 

man who was born blind. We are told that he healed other 

blind people with a touch, or simply a word.  He sent the 

ten lepers on their way, and they were healed as they jour-

neyed along. He sent the centurion home and, before he 

reached home he got word that his servant was healed. It 

might well have been a test of this man’s faith. Maybe this 

is how Jesus heals many of us. We ask for his healing, and 

nothing seems to happen immediately. Maybe, after ask-

ing for his healing, we should go on our way, and expect to 

notice the healing taking place gradually as time goes by. 

As today’s story unfolds, we notice that the man’s eyes 

were really opened, and that includes the eyes of his soul. 

Clearly Jesus was intent on healing the total person. We 

don’t imagine him healing someone, and then having that 

person going away still filled with resentment against an-

other. Such a person would not really be healed in depth. 

The man in today’s gospel was totally healed, and he 

ended up on his knees, worshiping Jesus. 

A practical and simple prayer is “Lord, that I may see.” 

It is a short prayer, but when it comes from the depths of 

my heart, it is a powerful prayer. Remember that other 

blind man named Bartimeus? He was told that Jesus was 

passing by, and he was determined to get his attention. 

Those around him tried to silence him, but he shouted all 

the louder. And he also was cured. To another man Jesus 

asked the pointed question, “Do you want to be healed?’ 

The greatest way we can do good for others is not by 

giving them money, though that can at times be what is 

needed, but in helping  them appreciate what they already 

have. It is good to affirm others and make them feel both 

loved and worthwhile. Many people have grown up with a 

poor self-image, and they just cannot see the good in 

themselves. This is another form of blindness, and it is a 

blindness in others that any one of us can have power to 

heal. The most certain proof that the Spirit of God lives in 

us is our willingness and ability to affirm and bring a 

blessing to other people. 
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Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 
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• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
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• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

ENCOUNTER LENT ~ CRS RICE BOWL                                                                                                  

Encounter Opportunity ~ We encounter Maria in Mexico, where a community of hardworking women share joys, sor-

rows and fellowship while growing economic opportunity at a greenhouse.  How have your communities helped you en-

counter Christ anew this Lent? Join us for a meal of Arroz Rojo (Red Rice) Visit www.crsricebowl.org for more informa-

tion. 

  Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) 

 

Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin.  Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in 

serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it 

has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from 

clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49 

Thank you to all who brought donations for the St. Vincent de Paul conference in honor of St. Joseph.  

Your loving action will put much needed food into the hands of those in our community who need it.  

Our St. Vincent de Paul conference accepts donations of shelf stable food on an ongoing basis.  There 

are two metal rolling carts in the vestibule of the church by the Chapel.  Donations can be placed there 

during the week.  Please only place shelf stable food products in these carts.  Donations of different 

kinds can be received by arrangement. 

This week we will be serving dinner at the Transition House on Friday, March 31st from 5 to 8 pm.  If you 

are interested in serving please contact Karen. Needed supplies: gently used household items (dishes, 

bedding, towels) and cleaning supplies.   Please place these items in the box marked specifically for the 

transition house. If you have any questions please contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com    

During the month of April we will focusing on our “Kare Kits”: Anyone making donations can drop off 

single serving food, socks, travel size toiletries, etc to the “Kare” basket in the vestibule of the church. 

 

For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

 

All God's People 

United in Faith 

We are "All God's People" and the 2017 Bishop's Appeal is a way for us to come together in unity to serve others 

and be generous in sharing our blessings.  With the participation of all 84 parishes, our diocese will grow stronger to-

gether, "United in Faith." 

Every family is asked to make a proportionate sacrificial pledge or gift to the Bishop's Appeal by completing a 

pledge card.  This pledge can be paid over the next 10 month. 

We realize that not everyone can make the same size gift, but we can make the same size sacrifice.  Whether you 

choose to make a pledge or a one-time gift, all gifts are greatly appreciated. 

Taizé Prayer Service 
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music.  All are wel-

come!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes.  No 

prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small 

group to spend time in prayer.  If you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729. 

http://www.crsricebowl.org
mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
mailto:kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: What are you doing in your life right now to move toward light 
rather than darkness? 

For Children:  How can you let the light of your faith in Jesus shine for others 
to see? 
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Parish news 
 

2016 End of Year Tax Statements 

End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.  

Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a 

copy mailed to you. 

Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the fol-

lowing dates in 2017: April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, 

September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, 

Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP 

basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator    

                                                                 

Salvation is a work of God’s grace   
“The salvation which God offers us is the work of his mercy. No hu-

man efforts, however good they may be, can enable us to merit so great 
a gift. God, by his sheer grace, draws us to himself and makes us one 
with him. He sends his Spirit into our hearts to make us his children, 
transforming us and enabling us to respond to his love by our lives. The 
Church is sent by Jesus Christ as the sacrament of the salvation offered 
by God. Through her evangelizing activity, she cooperates as an instru-
ment of that divine grace which works unceasingly and inscrutably. 
Benedict XVI put it nicely at the beginning of the Synod’s reflections: 
“It is important always to know that the first word, the true initiative, 
the true activity comes from God and only by inserting ourselves into 
the divine initiative, only begging for this divine initiative, shall we too 
be able to become – with him and in him – evangelizers”. This princi-
ple of the primacy of grace must be a beacon which constantly illumi-
nates our reflections on evangelization.” Pope Francis, Joy of the 
Gospel (112)                       

How is your Lent bringing you closer to God? Have 
you taken the opportunity to Encounter Lent through the 
CRS Rice Bowl –  Remember to visit the Lenten Resource table to 

pick up books, prayer cards, Rice Bowl materials and other meaningful 
items to help you through your journey this Lent. It’s not too late to be-
gin your Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  The Rice Bowl project pro-
vides great ideas, prayers and recipes to help you encounter our 
brothers and sisters around the world.  Rice Bowls will be collected on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, the First Sunday of Easter.  If you plan to return 
them before this time, please see an Usher to give it to.  Thank you for 
your participation in Encountering Lent. 

Special Congratulations to the Faith Formation Chil-
dren who offered their baked goods for donations towards the Rice 

Bowl Project.  There special effort brought in $40 in donations to their 
Rice Bowl offerings. 

 

Hospitality: Thank you to all who have participated in bringing 

hospitality for our weekly masses and the special celebrations we have 
enjoyed recently.  I witness a true spirit of community in our gatherings.  
In observance of our Lenten Season we are offering simpler options 
over the next couple of weeks, avoiding the sweets, etc.  Also, please 
take note that on Palm Sunday there will be NO HOSPITALITY….. as 
we will leave the church in silence at the end of mass. 

Mark your Calendars Now for this 

Special Lenten Services    

April 5th ~ 6 pm Evening Prayer  

    ~ 7 pm Fr. Mark Wiesner: 

Mercy & the Sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion 

April 10th ~ 7 pm Parish Reconcilia-

tion Service.                                                                                    

First Reconciliation for our children re-

ceiving First Holy Communion this year. 

Ministry Calendar: 

Wednesday, March 29th ~ RCIA ~ 

6:30pm ~ Chapel 

Sunday, April 2nd @ 9:15 am ~ 

Faith Formation  

Sunday, April 2nd @ 10:30 am ~ 

CLW  

Sunday, April 2nd @ 12 noon to 2 pm ~ 

Liturgy Rehearsals for Triduum  
 
 

Weekly Offering 

March 19th, Collection: $3,176. 

Includes EFT 
St. Vincent dePaul stewardship:  

 $133.77 
In our prayers 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  

Ivan Lieberburg, Jim Puskar, 

June Bellen, Don Gundry, Andy 

Collins., Virginia Montalbo, Russell 

Wikander, Sylvia Lope. 

 

And those who have died: 

Ruby Toro, James Lewis, Mary 

Sales, Eleanor Wenceslao, Virginia 

Nelson. Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s fa-

ther). 

  

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, March 25th,  2017, 5 

p.m. 

Antonio Custodio (-) 

Sunday, March 26th,  2017, 8 

a.m. 

Sunday, March 26th,  2017, 10:30 

a.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, March 26th, 2017,  6 

p.m. 

Denise Byers-Hall (+)  

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Easter Season Schedule 
 

Evening Prayer, March 29th, April 5th at 6 pm 

Stations of the Cross,  March 31st , 7th at 12 pm 

Palm Sunday, April 9th 

Lenten Reconciliation, April 10th at 7 pm 

Holy Thursday, April 13th, Mass at 7 pm 

Good Friday, Seven Last Words, April 14th at 12 pm 

Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, April 14th at 3:30 pm 

Good Friday, The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion, April 14th at 

7 pm 

Saturday Prayer Service, April 15th at 9 am 

Easter Vigil Mass, April 15th at 8:30 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 16th, Masses at 8 am & 10:30 am 

There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass on Saturday, 

     April 15th; nor will there be a 6 pm Mass on Easter Sunday, 

April 16th. 

 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

