St. Augustine Catholic Church

Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time

ENCOUNTER LENT ~ CRS RICE BOWL
Join our faith community – and nearly 14,000 Catholic communities across the United State – in a life
changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice
Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl starting
Sunday, Feb 26th, at the Lenten Resource table in the
vestibule of the church, and don’t forget to download
the CRS Rice Bowl app! May these 40 days better
prepare us to encounter ourselves, our neighbors and
our God. Visit www.crricebowl.org for more information.

February 26th, 2017

Taizé Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or
training is necessary in order to participate; all that
is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to
spend time in prayer. If you would like more in-

_______________________________________________________________________
Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday is one of the most popular and important holy days in the liturgical calendar. Ash Wednesday
opens Lent, a season of fasting and prayer.
Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient Jewish tradition of penance and fasting. The practice includes the wearing
of ashes on the head. The ashes symbolize the dust from which God made us. As the priest applies the ashes to a person's forehead, he speaks the words: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return."
Alternatively, the priest may speak the words, "Repent and believe in the Gospel."
The Ashes
The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year. The ashes
are christened with Holy Water and are scented by exposure to incense. While the ashes symbolize penance and contrition, they are also a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to those who call on Him with repentant hearts. His
Divine mercy is of utmost importance during the season of Lent, and the Church calls on us to seek that mercy during
the entire Lenten season with reflection, prayer and penance.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Continued from page 1
These are the radical demands of Christianity.
verses before today's gospel, we are told to pray to our
We are to put God first and have faith in Him; then our
Father who is in heaven. Now we hear that our heavenly
happiness is no longer dependent on the contents of our
Father knows our needs. We pray that his kingdom may
closets, our bookshelves, our cars, boats or houses, or even
come. Now we are told that must seek his kingdom and his the people who move in and out of our lives. When we put
righteousness and all else will be given to us. We pray that God first, our happiness flows from the experience of the
God might take care of our daily needs, our daily
presence of God's love in our lives. When we put God first,
bread. Now we are told that we must trust in God to take
we have the time, no, more than that, we have the ability to
care of today and not worry about tomorrow.
look at the birds of the sky and flowers of the fields and
say, “God, how beautiful they are. How good You
In this age of information, when nothing is atare. How caring You are.”
tempted unless it is the result of a thorough consultation,
today's gospel affects us the same way it affected the
In today's Gospel the Lord calls us to enjoy life
pseudo sages of Jerusalem. It seems irresponsible to put
by trusting in him. If we develop that attitude of faith, then
our full trust in God and not to worry about tomorrow. This whenever the events of our lives become heavy, when cais the radical faith demanded of all Christians. We are chal- lamity strikes individuals or relationships in a family, we
lenged to live as individuals of faith in a materialistically
can call on the presence of the Lord to care for us, to share
orientated society. We are challenged to live out the Lord's our burdens. "Come to me all you who are weary and find
prayer. We are challenged to put faith in God first, to make life burdensome," Jesus will say later on in the Gospel of
his kingdom our priority, to trust in him not in our
Matthew, "My yoke is easy, my burden is light."
stuff. Today's Gospel is not just a poetic image of God's
May the Lord give us the faith to trust in the
love, it is a challenge to trust in this love.
power of His love in our lives.
Msgr. Joseph Pellegrino
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A Gospel Reflection

Trust in the Lord
It is a real joy for us all to bask in the proclamation of today's Gospel, Matthew 6:25-34, the teaching
on God's love and care for us. It certainly is easy to
wax poetic on the beautiful images presented: the birds
of the air cared for by God, the fields, dressed by God
with wild flowers making them more grand than King
Solomon in all his glory.
The images are beautiful, but we do need to
be careful that the message is not lost in the poetry. The
underlying message of this passage is pointed to those
who are weak in faith, certainly me, perhaps also
you. The theme of little faith, found throughout
the Gospel of Matthew, strengthens those of us whose
faith in the Risen Lord is continually assaulted by the
situation of our daily lives. We are called to faith not
just in times of great spiritual experiences, or in times of
personal crisis, we are called to faith in the face of our
typical day.
Two weeks ago we heard a passage in the
Sermon on the Mount that precedes today's Gospel. It
contained warnings about limiting the growth of holiness through a strict adherence to the letter of the law
without going to the heart of the law. You remember
the precepts: it is not enough to avoid murder, we cannot hate, and so forth. That passage was first pointed at
the establishment thought of the Pharisees Scribes, and
Sadducees. The limitations of the wisdom of these self
styled sages is confronted with the enthusiasm a Christian must have in God. The bottom line is that we are to
trust in God to provide. We should not base our trust on
our money. Today's Gospel must have been seen as
thoroughly irresponsible to the teachers of Jesus’ time,
but it is an accurate demonstration of the faith we must

nurture. "Don't worry about tomorrow. Let tomorrow
take care of itself. Seek first God's kingdom over you
and his way of holiness, and all will be given you."
“What irresponsibility,” the ancient and modern sages
of the world would claim. “What faith in God's love,”
the Christian must reply.
The passage itself builds on the Lord's
Prayer. In the Lord's Prayer, which begins some 20
Continued on page 4
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Question of the Week
For Adults: What things do you worry about most frequently? How do you
deal with your worry?
For Children: What can help you worry less about something that might happen?
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Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Welcome to the new column in our weekly bulletin. Look here for exciting
opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out
on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being
confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope
Francis #49
Thank you to all who went forth into the community with “Kare Kits”. I appreciated hearing your stories of encounter with those who benefited from
your caring actions. Preparing ourselves to meet people on the fringes
can often open our eyes to actually see them. We are once again collecting items to continue this ministry. “Kare Kits” are gallon size Ziploc
bags that hold ready to eat food, toiletries, socks and gloves. Please place
all donations in the basket labeled “Kare Kits”. More information will
follow on our next assembly day.
Last Friday a group of parishioners visited and served dinner at the Transition
House for Immigrant Families. Due to the continued interest in supporting the families we are planning on serving dinner once a month. The
next scheduled date for serving will be Friday, March 31st @ 5 pm.
We will still be collecting needed supplies to take to the house over the next
three weeks. Needed supplies: Laundry detergent, dish detergent, shampoo and household cleaning supplies. Please place these items in the box
marked specifically for the transition house. If you have any questions
please contact Karen @ kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Parish news
2016 End of Year Tax Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners. Please
call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a copy mailed to
you.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree To pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the following dates in 2017: March 5th, April 2nd, May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd.

St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Parish Conference:
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food,
Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP
basket in vestibule. Thank you.
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator
The Church must go out into the streets
“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church
which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to
its own security. I do not want a Church concerned with being at the centre and then ends by being caught up in a web
of obsessions and procedures. If something should rightly
disturb us and trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so
many of our brothers and sisters are living without the
strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus
Christ, without a community of faith to support them, without
meaning and a goal in life. More than by fear of going astray,
my hope is that we will be moved by the fear of remaining
shut up within structures which give us a false sense of security, within rules which make us harsh judges, within habits
which make us feel safe, while at our door people are starving and Jesus does not tire of saying to us: “Give them
something to eat” (Mk 6:37).” Pope Francis, Joy of the Gospel (49)
Preparing for a Meaningful Lent – Remember to visit
the Lenten Resource table to pick up books, prayer cards,
Rice Bowl materials and other meaningful items to help prepare for your journey through Lent.
Mark your Calendars Now for this Special Lenten Services

March 17th, 7pm – St. Patrick’s Day Mass
March 24th, 6pm - All Parish (Families included) Soup Supper & Stations of the Cross
April 5th, TBD – Fr. Mark Wiesner presents Mercy & the Sacrament
of Reconciliation
For more information on any of our projects, please contact
Karen @kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
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Ministry schedule

Wednesday, March 1st ~
No RCIA ~ Ash Wednesday
Mass
Sunday, March 5th @ 9:15
am ~ Faith Formation
Sunday, March 5th @
10:30 am ~ CLW
Weekly Offering
February 19th, Collection:
$3,812.00
Includes EFT
St. Vincent dePaul stewardship:
$152.85
In our prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill:
Jim McMurray, Ivan Lieberburg,
Mary Arnold, Bob Shobar, Anita
Eble, Jim Puskar, Mary Ellen King,
Courtenay Redis, Loraine Moran,
Mildred Burns, John Meadows, Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s father), June
Bellen, David Scalcini., Don Gundry, Andy Collins.
And those who have died:
Janet Wozenski, Lee Nelson,
Ruby Toro, James Lewis, Mary
Sales, Eleanor Wenceslao, Virginia
Nelson.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 25th, 2017, 5
p.m.
Sunday, February 26th, 2017, 8
a.m.
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, February 26th, 2017,
10:30 a.m.
Lee & Virginia Nelson
Sunday, February 26th, 6 p.m.

Electronic Funds Transfer
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT!
Application Forms are in the back of the church

