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Children are the treasures of our Church.  

On June 11th three of our children will receive 

First Holy Communion, the Body and Blood of 

Christ, along with their families. 

 

We had briefly outlined how receiving Holy 

Communion radically changed in the early part 

of the 20th Century with the two encyclicals 

published by Pope Pius X. The first encyclical 

spoke about frequent Communion. 

 

The second encyclical letter of the Pope said 

that there were some qualifications that a person 

must have to be ready to receive Eucharist for 

the first time.  They need to know something 

about who Jesus is and who God the Father is; 

they need to be able to distinguish between this 

Eucharistic bread and ordinary bread and they 

need to want to receive it.  It is felt that some-

where around the age of reason (usually seen as 

7 years old) children are able, with instruction, 

to fulfill these minimal conditions.  The age of 

First Communion then dropped so that it is typi-

cally received around age 7 after adequate 

preparation. 

 

It is the Eucharist that is the ongoing center 

of our Catholic Christian life.  These children 

who receive First Communion today are not so 

much going through a rite of passage as they are 

entering upon a daily and weekly journey of 

faith growing and developing all their life long.  

The fact that some of them will not receive 

Communion very often because their families 

do not take part in the celebration of the Eucha-

rist when the Christian family gathers on Sun-

day is a great tragedy and a source of personal 

pain for those of us who see how vital and criti-

cally important such participation in the Chris-

tian Eucharist can be. 

 

Father Augustine 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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First Holy Communion, Part 2 

 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  

~ Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a 

Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which 

is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49   
 

Parish Solidarity Initiative “Come & See” Event Tuesday, June 13th, 2017, 10:00am - 11:30am Lunch to 

follow St Vincent de Paul Community Center 2272 San Pablo Avenue Oakland, CA 94612 Come learn 

about this initiative of the Parishes in Action group, which will train parish teams in Catholic Social Teach-

ing and provide them leadership and organizing skills to engage their parishes to participate in local and 

global social ministry activities. This migrants of the emerging Tuesday, June 13th, 2017 10:00am - 11:30am 

Lunch to follow St Vincent de Paul Community Center 2272 San Pablo Avenue Oakland, CA 94612 Please 

contact Karen Glen if you are interested in attending with the Parish group.   
 

During the month of June we will be collecting items for our “Bedrolls for the Homeless”. The items we 

will need are: 1. Ready to eat foods – Granola bars, individual serving size items, small waters, etc. 2. Hy-

giene items–Razors, combs, individual tissue packs, travel size soap, shampoo, etc 3. Accessories-Socks, 

gloves, beanies, scarves. These will be assembled and distributed to the homeless as well as people who are 

being released from jail. For more information on any of our projects, please contact 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Note 

   

Trinity Sunday 
 

 The greatest dogma of the Christian faith is the mystery of the Holy Trinity. (Mystery, in this connection, 

means a supernatural fact revealed by God which in itself transcends the natural power of human reasoning.) During 

the first thousand years of Christianity there was no special feast celebrated in honor of this mystery, but, as Pope 

Alexander II (1073) declared, every day of the liturgical year was devoted to the honor and adoration of the Sacred 

Trinity.1 

However, to counteract the Arian heresy, which denied the fullness of divinity to the Son, a special Mass text in 

honor of the Holy Trinity was introduced and incorporated in the Roman liturgical books.2 This Mass was not as-

signed for a definite day but could be used on certain Sundays according to the private devotion of each priest. 

(Such Mass texts which are not prescribed but open to choice on certain days are now known as "votive Masses.") 

From the ninth century on, various bishops of the Frankish kingdoms promoted in their own dioceses a special feast 

of the Holy Trinity, usually on the Sunday after Pentecost. They used a Mass text that Abbot Alcuin (804) is said to 

have composed. 

Thus the custom of observing a special feast in honor of the Trinity became increasingly popular in the northern 

countries of Europe.3 Several synods prescribed it for their respective territories in France, Germany, England, and 

The Netherlands. In the thirteenth century the orders of the Benedictines and Cistercians adopted the annual celebra-

tion of the feast. It was kept on different Sundays in different places, until in 1334 Pope John XXII accepted the fes-

tival into the official calendar of the Western Church and ordered that henceforth it should be held everywhere on 

the Sunday after Pentecost.4 

A new Mass text was written and published. It is interesting to note that the beautiful Preface of the Trinity as 

read today is the same one that appeared in the first text of the Sacramentary of Saint Gregory the Great.5 Most of 

the other prayers are of later origin. The Divine Office in its present form was arranged under Pope Saint Pius V 

(1572). It is one of the most sublime offices of the breviary. 

The Feast of the Holy Trinity now belongs among the great annual festivals of Christianity. Although it is not 

observed with additional liturgical services outside the Mass, its celebration quickly took root in the hearts and 

minds of the faithful, and in all countries of Europe popular traditions are closely associated with this feast. 

WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matt 25:35) 

Learn more about the issues surrounding the refugee crisis and undocumented immigrants from a Catholic perspective on 

Friday, June 23, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Augustine Center of Our Lady of Grace Church, 3433 Somerset Ave, Castro 

Valley.  At this event, the 33 minute film, “Dying to Live: A Migrant’s Journey,” will be shown followed by a presentation by 

Stephen Mullin, who works with refugees as director of Engagement at Catholic Charities of the East Bay.  There will be am-

ple time for questions. Free admission.  Refreshments.  Sponsored by the Pax Christi/Social Justice group at OLG. 



Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: We live within the Trinity whenever we live in love.  How 

does this mystery connect to your daily life? 

 

For Children:  How do you choose to live as a more loving person? 
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Parish news 

 Welcome 
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our par-

ish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the 

table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may drop it 

off in the collection basket at your convenience.  

  Music Class 
Our Music Director, April McNeely will be offering music classes on how to 

read music. They will be held on Wednesday nights from 6 to 7 pm in the 

church. 

  Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 1st 

Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the following dates 

in 2017:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 

 

EBI Parking Lot Project 
The Parish Council has approved the EBI lower parking lot improvement 

project.  Work is to begin on Monday, June 19th.  We will try to limit any in-

convenience to our parishioners, and will provide updated information as we 

receive it.   We appreciate your patience and prayers. 

 

   St. Vincent de Paul Society,  
   Parish Conference: 

Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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: From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  

 

 

Family Faith Formation  

Join me in praying for our children Benjamin, Salome and Reanne 

who are receiving their First Holy Communion today.  

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word will have a limited schedule for 

the summer based on parent/teacher availability. Parents are in-

vited to sign up for a weekend by contacting Karen @ 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

 

Safe Environment for Children Project  
 It is once again our cycle for training all ministry volunteers in the 

Safe Environment Project. The Diocese is using a new program 

that will be shared with all volunteers this fall. Please look for 

more information from your ministry leader over the next few 

months.  

 

RCIA  
Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic? 

Have you received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy 

Communion and desire Confirmation? The Rite of Christian 

Initiation of Adults Inquiry begins in July. Please contact Karen 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or Jay Mitchell jwmstau-

gustine@live.com for more information.  

 

Fatima Rosary   

Join us for the Rosary on Tuesday, June 13th @ 6 pm to honor Our 

Lady of Fatima. We will pray the Joyful, Sorrowful and Glori-

ous mysteries. This is the 100th Anniversary of the 2nd appear-

ance to the shepherd children at Fatima. All are encouraged to 

join us.  

Ministry schedule 
 
No CLW on Sunday, June 18th ~ 

Happy Father’s Day  

 

Weekly Offering 

 

 

June 4th Collection:   

$3,191. Includes EFT 

 

St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship:   $131.01 

 

 

In our prayers 

 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill:  

Ivan Lieberburg, Andy 

Collins, Kevin Rezak,  Gloria 

Bautista, Laura Patterson. Gary 

Richardi, Jim McMurray 

 

 

And those who have died: 

Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s fa-

ther), Jaime Lopez, Daniel 

O’Donovan, Matilda Maes. 

 

 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, June 10th, 2017, 5 

p.m. 

Sunday, June 11th,  2017, 8 

a.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, June 11th,  2017, 

10:30 a.m.  

Matilda Maes (+) 

Sunday, June 11th, 

  2017, 6 pm 

Margaret Rice (+) 

 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

