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Saint Vincent de Paul Society, Alameda 

County, organized a Parish Solidarity Initiative 

on June 13, 2017 at the Saint Vincent de Paul 

center, Oakland. It had representatives from 

various Catholic organizations, and Catholic in-

spired organizations, working with Social Jus-

tice needs like, CRS, Just Faith, Fair Trade, 

Catholic Charities, V Encuentro, Catholic 

worker, Maryknoll,  etc. These organizations 

and many like them offer a lot of services for 

people in need. 

 

Papal encyclical, Laudato Si (2015) gave one 

of the most solid foundations to Christian social 

teaching in the 21st century, ‘The earth is our 

common home; we have a responsibility to take 

care of it.’  

 

Caring for the Earth is not limited to ecologi-

cal concerns. It is primarily caring for our 

brothers and sisters. “Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me” 

Matt.25:40. Such caring involves a host of 

things, giving food to the needy, shelter to the 

homeless, welcoming immigrants and strangers, 

education and equal opportunities to all. In 

other words, it requires short term goals and 

long term goals. The short term goals take care 

of the immediate needs of a person, while the 

long term goals help them to be self-supportive. 

While looking out for each other, we encourage 

all to take good care of our common home – the 

Earth. 

 

About seven members from our parish par-

ticipated in the event/seminar. Although com-

paratively a small parish in membership, there 

is much awareness and participation helping the 

less fortunate at Saint Augustine's.  

 

The seminar/presentation ended by quoting 

the words of Saint Francis of Assisi, “Preach the 

Gospel at all times, and if necessary use 

words.” 
 

Father Augustine 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Come and See Event 

 

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, 

hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from 

clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49   

During the month of June we will be collecting items for our “Bedrolls for the Homeless”. The items we will need are:  

1. Our greatest need is for ready to eat foods – Granola bars, individual serving size items, small waters, etc. 2. Hygiene 

items–Razors, combs, individual tissue packs, travel size soap, shampoo, etc 3. Accessories-Socks, gloves, beanies, scarves. These 

will be assembled and distributed to the homeless as well as people who are being released from jail. For more information on any 

of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

 

SAVE THE DATE 2 ND ANNUAL RCIA ICE CREAM SOCIAL WEDNESDAY, JULY 19TH @ 5:30 PM MORE IN-

FORMATION COMING SOON  

Pastor’s Note 

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

 

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is also known as the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, 

which translates from Latin to "Body of Christ." This feast originated in France in the mid thirteenth century and 

was extended to the whole Church by Pope Urban IV in 1264. This feast is celebrated on the Thursday following the 

Trinity Sunday or, as in the USA, on the Sunday following that feast. 

This feast calls us to focus on two manifestations of the Body of Christ, the Holy Eucharist and the Church. The 

primary purpose of this feast is to focus our attention on the Eucharist. The opening prayer at Mass calls our atten-

tion to Jesus' suffering and death and our worship of Him, especially in the Eucharist. 

At every Mass our attention is called to the Eucharist and the Real Presence of Christ in it. The secondary focus 

of this feast is upon the Body of Christ as it is present in the Church. The Church is called the Body of Christ be-

cause of the intimate communion which Jesus shares with his disciples. He expresses this in the gospels by using the 

metaphor of a body in which He is the head. This image helps keep in focus both the unity and the diversity of the 

Church. 

The Feast of Corpus Christi is commonly used as an opportunity for public Eucharistic processions, which serves 

as a sign of common faith and adoration. Our worship of Jesus in His Body and Blood calls us to offer to God our 

Father a pledge of undivided love and an offering of ourselves to the service of others. 

   

WELCOMING THE STRANGER 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Matt 25:35) 

Learn more about the issues surrounding the refugee crisis and undocumented immigrants from a Catholic perspective on 

Friday, June 23, from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in the Augustine Center of Our Lady of Grace Church, 3433 Somerset Ave, Castro 

Valley.  At this event, the 33 minute film, “Dying to Live: A Migrant’s Journey,” will be shown followed by a presentation by 

Stephen Mullin, who works with refugees as director of Engagement at Catholic Charities of the East Bay.  There will be am-

ple time for questions. Free admission.  Refreshments.  Sponsored by the Pax Christi/Social Justice group at OLG. 

Summer of Retreats June - October 

 Cast into the Deep with God. This summer, through October, the Diocese is offering 10 retreats for all adults 18-

39. Each retreat is a different price, length, and theme to meet your needs. All you have to do is pick one! Visit Sum-

merOfRetreats.org to learn more about these exciting opportunities to encounter God. 

 

 

San Damiano Retreat Center 710 Highland Dr., Danville 925-837-9141   katerik@sandamiano.org  San-

Damiano.org 

 Art & Soul: A Workshop/Retreat on the Gifts & Ministry of Creative People June 24 

 Francis & the Cosmic Christ (Silent Retreat) July 23 – 28 

 Franciscan Hermitage Experience (Silent Retreat) July 28 – 30 

 Working with Dreams and the Life of the Spirit August 4 – 6 



Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: What does it mean for you right now to be bread for others as 

Jesus was? 

 

For Children:  In what ways can Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist help you 

do good things for others? 
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Parish news 

Jim McMurray 

Jim was a very active parishioner at St. Augustine's for many decades. I 

remember so fondly the joy of looking over at him from "our" pews (he on the 

east side, me on the west) at the 8AM Mass. He had a ready and warm smile, 

and a generous and loving heart. He took his role as a lector seriously, and 

proclaimed with a sure yet quiet voice until just a couple of years ago when 

his health no longer allowed him to minister in this way. Jim prepared to pro-

claim the Word through a process called Lectio Divina, which we learned dur-

ing a training in 2001. Through that training we became two of the seven am-

bassadors of the Small Christian Community (now Small Faith Groups) move-

ment at St. Augustine's. Those of us fortunate enough to spend evenings, each 

week for many years, praying and sharing our faith will always cherish the 

memory of our wonderful friend, his taste for ice cream and the 1930 Bisquick 

coffee cake he would often bake. I have the recipe to share, so come to 

the 8AM Mass to enjoy some in Jim's memory!      Courtenay Redis. 
 

Per Jim’s request, there will be no funeral service. 

  Music Class 
Our Music Director, April McNeely will be offering music classes on how to 

read music. They will be held on Wednesday nights from 6 to 7 pm in the 

church. 

  Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 1st 

Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the following dates 

in 2017:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 

 

Taize Prayer Service 
The Taize prayer service will be canceled for June and July.  It will resume 

on Thursday, August 3rd. 

 

   St. Vincent de Paul Society,  
   Parish Conference: 

Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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: From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  

 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS  

 

Each year on Holy Saturday during the Easter Vigil, thousands of are baptized 

into the Catholic Church in the United States. Parishes welcome these new 

Catholics through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Listed 

below are some questions and answers about RCIA. (Part 1of 5)  

 

What are the steps of RCIA?  

Prior to beginning the RCIA process, an individual comes to some knowledge 

of Jesus Christ, considers his or her relationship with Jesus Christ and is 

usually attracted in some way to the Catholic Church. This period is 

known as the Period of Evangelization and Precatechumenate. For some, 

this process involves a long period of searching; for others, a shorter time. 

Often, contact with people of faith and a personal faith experience lead 

people to inquire about the Catholic Church. After a conversation with a 

priest, or RCIA director, the person, known as an "inquirer," may seek ac-

ceptance into the Order of Catechumens, through the Rite of Acceptance. 

During this Rite, the inquirer stands amidst the parish community and 

states that he or she wants to become a baptized member of the Catholic 

Church. The parish assembly affirms this desire and the inquirer becomes 

a Catechumen. The Period of the Catechumenate can last for as long as 

several years or for a shorter time. It depends on how the person is grow-

ing in faith, what questions they encounter along the way, and how God 

leads them on this journey. During this time, the Catechumens consider 

what God is saying to them in the Scriptures, what changes in their life 

they need to make to respond to God's inspiration, and what Baptism in 

the Catholic Church means. When a Catechumen and the priest and the 

parish team working with him or her believes the person is ready to make 

a faith commitment to Jesus in the Catholic Church, the next step is the 

request for baptism and the celebration of the Rite of Election. Even be-

fore the Catechumens are baptized, they have a special relationship to the 

Church.  

RCIA - Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic? Have 

you received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Communion and 

desire Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry 

begins July 19th . Please contact Karen kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com 

or Jay Mitchell jwmstaugustine@live.com for more information.  

 

 

Safe Environment for Children Project – It is once again our cycle for 

training all ministry volunteers in the Safe Environment Project. The Dio-

cese is using a new program that will be shared with all volunteers this 

fall. Please look for more information from your ministry leader over the 

next few months.  

Ministry schedule 
 
Sunday, June 25th ~ Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word  
 

Weekly Offering 

 

 

June 11th Collection: $2,898

 Includes EFT 

 

St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship:   $86.94. 

 

 

In our prayers 

 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill:  

Ivan Lieberburg, Andy 

Collins, Kevin Rezak,  Gloria 

Bautista, Laura Patterson. Gary 

Richardi, Ariana Kersevan, Eva 

Dutra. 

 

 

And those who have died: 

Joseph (Fr. Augustine’s fa-

ther), Jaime Lopez, Daniel 

O’Donovan, Matilda Maes, Jim 

McMurray. 

 
 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, June 17th, 2017, 5 

p.m. 

Al Prara (+) 

Sunday, June 18th,  2017, 8 

a.m. 

Parishioners & Benefactors 

Sunday, June 18th,  2017, 

10:30 a.m.  

Matilda Maes (+) 

Sunday, June 18th, 

  2017, 6 pm 

Jane McCormick (+) 

 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

