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The Assumption of Mary into Heaven, often 
shortened to the Assumption, and also known as 
the Feast of Saint Mary the Virgin, mother of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ and/or the Falling Asleep 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (the Dormition), ac-
cording to the beliefs of the Catholic Church, East-
ern Orthodoxy, Oriental Orthodoxy, and parts of 
Anglicanism, was the bodily taking up of the Virgin 
Mary into Heaven at the end of her earthly life. 

 
The Catholic Church teaches as dogma that the 

Virgin Mary "having completed the course of her 
earthly life, was assumed, body and soul into 
heavenly glory". This doctrine was dogmatically 
defined by Pope Pius XII on 1 November 1950, in 
the apostolic constitution Munificentissimus Deus 
by exercising papal infallibility. While the Catholic 
Church and Eastern Orthodox Church believe in 
the Dormition of the Theotokos, which is the same 
as the Assumption, whether Mary had a physical 
death has not been dogmatically defined. 

 
In Munificentissimus Deus (item 39) Pope Pius 

XII pointed to the Book of Genesis (3:15) as scrip-
tural support for the dogma in terms of Mary's vic-
tory over sin and death as also reflected in 1 Co-
rinthians 15:54: "then shall come to pass the say-
ing that is written, Death is swallowed up in vic-
tory". 

 
In the Catholic Church it is a Holy Day of obliga-

tion. What is the relevance of this feast in our 
lives? 

“By contemplating Mary in heavenly glory, we 
understand that the earth is not the definitive 
homeland for us either, and that if we live with our 
gaze fixed on eternal goods we will one day share 
in this same glory and the earth will become more 
beautiful. 

 

Consequently, we must not lose our serenity 
and peace even amid the thousands of daily diffi-
culties. The luminous sign of Our Lady taken up 
into Heaven shines out even more brightly when 
sad shadows of suffering and violence seem to 
loom on the horizon. 

 

We may be sure of it: from on high.  Mary fol-
lows our footsteps with gentle concern, in which 
dispels the gloom in moments of darkness and dis-
tress, and reassures us with her motherly pres-
ence.” Pope Benedict XVI. 

 

 

Father Augustine 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)  

 

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in 

serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church 

which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out 

on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy 

from being confined and from clinging to its own secu-

rity.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49  
 

As a Parish community we are now serving 

“Fellowship” coffee. This coffee is a Free Trade, Organic 

blend coffee that is made available to us through a part-

nership of Catholic Relief Services Ethical Trade minis-

try. We hope you will take the time to appreciate the cof-

fee and know that the purchase of the coffee helps insure 

fair and safe conditions for those who grow, harvest and 

roast it. If you would like more information about this 

change, please ask @ the Hospitality table.  
 

 East Bay Sanctuary Covenant Offering sanctuary, 

solidarity, support, community organizing assistance, ad-

vocacy, and legal services to those escaping war, terror, 

political persecution, intolerance, exploitation, and other 

expressions of violence. They need volunteers to help 

refugees adapt to US life, civics exam tutors, fund raisers, 

and office volunteers. Address: 2362 Bancroft Way, 

Berkeley Phone: 510-540-5296 Email: sistermau-

reen@eastbaysanctuary.org  

 

ST. AUGUSTINE FEAST DAY CELEBRATION 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27TH @ 10:30 AM PLEASE 

SIGN UP TO BRING A CAKE FOR THE CAKE 

WALK AND A SIDE DISH FOR LUNCH. BBQ 

LUNCH AND BEVERAGES WILL BE PROVIDED BY 

THE PARISH For more information on any of our pro-

jects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Assumption of Mary  

 

 

Pastor’s Note  

NEW! International Pilgrim Virgin Statue 

Visit  

Monday, August 21, 11:00 am – 8:00 pm Holy 

Spirit Church, 37588 Fremont Blvd., Fremont Cora 

Rafael     510-797-1668      hsparish@gmail.com 

 The world famous International Pilgrim Virgin 

Statue of Our Lady of Fatima will arrive at Holy 

Spirit with a procession and Mass at 11:00 a.m. fol-

lowed by a talk from the custodian, Patrick Sabat. 

The Rosary will be prayed throughout the afternoon 

followed by Benediction and Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament from 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm. The 

visit will conclude with Holy Mass at 6:30 pm. All 

are welcome! 
 

San Damiano Retreat Center  

710 Highland Dr., Danville 925-837-9141   

katerik@sandamiano.org  SanDamiano.org 

 Four Pathways to Compassionate Self-Care 

August 1 – 22 (Tuesdays) 

 Insights into Hinduism August 19 

 Discovering the Sacredness of Creation Au-

gust 27 

 Finding Our Way Home with Paula D’Arcy 

September 8 - 10 

New Choir at The Cathedral Dr. Rudy de 

Vos     rdevos@oakdiocese.org   

 The St. Hildegard Schola is a new ensemble at 

the Cathedral for women and girls age ten and up.  

They sing on Saturdays at the 5:30 pm Vigil Mass 

and for several other liturgical celebrations 

throughout the year.  Repertoire ranges from Gre-

gorian chant to other great choral music for treble 

voices written through the centuries to current 

day.  To schedule an audition, please contact the 

Cathedral Director of Music Dr. Rudy de Vos, see 

above.  

 

 

SPRED 

Consider Helping in a New Ministry 

Consider becoming an adult volunteer cate-

chist to those with Special Needs in a small 

group setting.  SPRED (SPecial Religious Edu-

cation Department) Provides ongoing faith for-

mation for children, teens or adults with develop-

mental disabilities.  For information call 510-635

-7252 or email info@spredoakdiocese.org. 

Website: www.spredoakdiocese.org 

Catholic Charities of the East Bay wants 

to be of assistance.  
Oakland- RENTAL, DEPOSIT, 

UTILITY ASSISTANCE, 
If I can be of any help, please let me 

know. 

 

Steve Mullin 

510 393-8640 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rRI2se0ExrUFwdOT3WfWsjGbU22qaNVmHCdMWcK4hSo/edit?usp=sharing_eid
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rRI2se0ExrUFwdOT3WfWsjGbU22qaNVmHCdMWcK4hSo/edit?usp=sharing_eid
tel:510%20393-8640


Question of the Week 
 

For Adults: When have you doubted the loving care of God for you as the 

apostles did in the boat? 

 

For Children:  How do you know that Jesus is with you at all  times? 
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Parish news 

  Welcome 
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our par-

ish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the 

table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may drop it 

off in the collection basket at your convenience.  

Feast of the Assumption of Mary  
This Tuesday, August 15th, is The Feast of the Assumption of Mary, a Holy 

Day of Obligation.  Masses will be held at 8:30 am and 7 pm.  Fr. Tom Bon-

naci will preside at the 7 pm Mass. 

  Music Class 
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to read 

music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church. 

   Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree  To pray “Rosary for Peace” on the 

1st Sundays of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on the follow-

ing dates in 2017:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

September 3rd, October 1st, November 5th, December 3rd. 
 

Taize Prayer Service 
 

Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions, framed with simple 

music.  All are welcome!"  The service will begin on Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will 

last approximately 25 minutes.  No prior experience or training is necessary in order to par-

ticipate; all that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer.  If 

you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer 

at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729 

St. Vincent de Paul Society,  

Parish Conference: 
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you. 
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator  

 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA ~ 100 YEARS LATER (PART 4 OF 5) 

Now, in the final apparition at Fatima, which took place on October 

13, 1917, Lucía had publicly announced that Our Lady of Fatima 

would perform a great miracle to testify to the truth of the appari-

tions. From the previous day, many people were traveling toward the 

area. There were not only those with faith but also the atheistic com-

munists and the secular newspaper reporters who were convinced 

that they would write a story discrediting the entire event as a hoax. 

Suddenly, it began to rain. The field where people were gathering 

turned into a field of mud. Seventy thousand people were present to 

see the miracle. At 12 o’clock noon, Lucía pointed up at the sky. 

"The sun appeared as a disc that gave off various colors and could be 

looked at without difficulty; it spun like a fireball and looked as if it 

would fall to the earth." Suddenly, the sun broke free of its orbit and 

began to plunge to the earth. All seventy thousand people were in 

panic. Many were heard to say, "God have mercy on me." Then the 

sun stopped and returned to its place in the sky, and it turned into a 

beautiful day. People become aware that their clothes were dry. In 

addition to those present at the event, others far away also saw the 

prodigal in the sky. Newspapers reported the sun falling from the 

sky as, "The Sun Danced." Lucía says that during this event, Our 

Lady of Fatima appeared in the sky with Saint Joseph. Our Lady of 

Fatima was holding a brown scapular, and Saint Joseph was holding 

the Child Jesus. Our Lady of Fatima said, "I am the Lady of the Ro-

sary."  

RCIA - Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic? 

Have you received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Com-

munion and desire Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults had begun. For more information please contact Karen 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or Jay Mitchell jwmstau-

gustine@live.com for more information.  

Why Do Catholics Do That? – Ever wonder about some of the things 

that Catholics do? Join us for 5 weeks each Sunday, from August 

20th thru Sept 24th (no class on Aug 27th) from 9:10am to 10:10 in 

the Church chapel. All are welcome.  

Safe Environment for Children Project – It is once again our cycle 

for training all ministry volunteers in the Safe Environment Project. 

The Diocese is using a new program that will be shared with all vol-

unteers this fall. Please look for more information from your minis-

try leader over the next few months.  

Ministry schedule 
RCIA on Wednesday, August 16th @ 

6:15 pm  

 

Why Do Catholics Do That? ~ Sunday, 

August 20th @ 9:10 am (Chapel)  
 
 
 

Weekly Offering 
 

August 6th Collection: . 

$4,234. 

 
 

St. Vincent dePaul steward-

ship:  $161.37. 

 

 

Piano Repair Fund: $9,648. 

 

In our prayers 
 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Ivan 

Lieberburg, Andy Collins, Kevin 

Rezak,  Gloria Bautista, Laura 

Patterson. Gary Richardi,  Mi-

chael Dodds, Ethen Laviene. 
 

And those who have died: 
Jim McMurray, Filiberta Guiza 

Gilda Gai. 
 

Mass intentions 
Saturday, August 12th, 2017, 5 

p.m. 
Sunday, August 13th 2017, 8 

a.m 
Parishioners & Benefactors 
Sunday, August 13th,  2017, 

10:30 a.m. 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 
Sunday, August 13th, 2017, 6 

p.m. 
Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
IT MAKES EVERY SUNDAY COUNT! 

Application Forms are in the back of the church 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
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 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

mailto:lilac52@gmail.com
tel:415-935-1729
http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net

