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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What part of your life is Jesus calling you to change right now?
For Children: In what way do you think you can be a better follower of Jesus?
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Gospel Reflection

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner) Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving
others in our community. “I Prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the
streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.”
Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
CRS Rice Bowl Encounter begins on Ash Wednesday : Join our faith community – and nearly 14,000
Catholic communities across the United States – in a life-changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice
Bowl. Pick up your family’s CRS Rice Bowl from the vestibule of the church on Sunday, February 11th. During the 40 Days of Lent, as companions on the journey, we will encounter our neighbor.
House in a Box: We all remember the recent fires in our neighboring Diocese and have struggled with what
we can do to help. The recovery is long and as families work to rebuild their homes we can help to prepare
them for the next step. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has developed a program for natural disaster relief
called, “A House in a Box”. As part of our Lenten Almsgiving projects we will be sponsoring a House. Look
for more information to come soon. For more information on any of our projects, please contact
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Lent 2018 Day of Prayer, Devotion, and Opportunity for
Sacramental Reconciliation
Parish Lenten Day of Prayer and Reconciliation: Friday, February 16th, will be a day of Catholic spirituality and
recognition of God’s great mercy as our community will have the opportunity to celebrate Exposition, Prayer,
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. In addition, during this day of there will be the opportunity to begin
your Lenten disciplines with a true focus on conversion of heart by receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation
(aka Penance, aka Confession). This day of prayer and mercy is offered to the parish community as a way to
continue with the devotions and lessons learned during the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy Pope Francis
instituted two years ago. There will be a sign-up sheet in the back of the church, (on the “Registration Table”)
so that those interested in being in the church that day can express their interest for a specific hour of prayer; and
we can begin to organize the day so that our Lord (present in the Blessed Sacrament) will not be left alone in the
church for any of the time he is exposed in the monstrance. The church will be open on this Friday after Ash
Wednesday, but we will not be offering the “Stations of the Cross” devotional prayer as is our parish custom on
Lenten Fridays. Friday Noon Lenten Stations of the Cross will commence the next Friday, February 23rd, and
will continue through March 23rd. Thanks to all our parish prayer warriors who have expressed interest in resuming this special day of Lenten Prayer and Confession, and thanks in advance for signing up to spend a specific hour in prayer with our Lord Jesus Christ.

We can’t know with certainty how John the Baptist’s
disciples reacted when Herod Antipas imprisoned him
in the fortress of Machaeron, but we do know Jesus’
reaction to the Baptist’s arrest. He didn’t stay in the desert, nor did he seek refuge among his family in Nazareth. He began to travel around the villages of Galilee
preaching an original and surprising message.
The evangelist Mark sums it up, saying that «he went
into Galilee; there he proclaimed the gospel from
God». Jesus doesn’t repeat the preaching of the Baptist
nor does he speak of his baptism in the Jordan. He announces God as something new and good. This is his
message:
«The time is fulfilled» The time of waiting that Israel has been going through has ended. Likewise the
time of the Baptist has ended. With Jesus begins a new
era. God doesn’t want to leave us alone with our problems, sufferings and challenges. God wants to build a
more human world with us.
«The kingdom of God is close at hand» With an unfamiliar audacity, Jesus surprises everyone when he announces something that no prophet had ever dared to
declare: «Now God is here, with the creative power of
justice, trying to reign among us». Jesus experiences
God as a good and loving Presence that is seeking to
open a path among us in order to humanize our life.
That’s why Jesus’ whole life is a call to hope. An
alternative exists. It’s not true that history has to wander
through the paths of injustice that the powerful people
of the earth lay out for it. A more just and fraternal
world is possible. We can change the trajectory of history.
«Repent» It’s no longer possible to live as if nothing
ever happens. God asks God’s children to collaborate.

That’s why
Jesus cries
out: «Change
your way of
thinking and
acting». We
are the people
who should
be the first
ones to
change. God
doesn’t impose anything
by force, but
God is always
attracting our consciences toward a more human life.
«Believe the gospel» Take it seriously. Wake up out
of your indifference. Mobilize your energies. Believe
that it’s possible to humanize the world. Believe in the
liberating power of the Gospel. Believe that transformation is possible. Introduce trust into the world.
What have we made of Jesus’ passionate message?
How could we have forgotten it? What have we substituted for it? What’s keeping us busy if what’s most important is «seeking God’s reign and God’s justice»?
How can we live tranquil, while observing that God’s
creative project of a world full of peace and justice is
being annihilated by people?
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to
read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the
church.
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April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
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Office Manager
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Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Taizé Prayer Service
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions,
framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No
prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all that is
needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in prayer. If
you would like more information, please contact Susan Schaeffer
at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729.
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From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Who’s Calling?...… Perhaps we have heard today’s Gospel many
times. Yeah, yeah, we are called to be “Fishers of Men”. What does that
mean? Before I even attempt to decipher that question I want to reflect on
the words, “He called them….” What would you do if you got a call from
Pope Francis? If he was inviting you to come follow him on a trip or a mission he was planning for. Would you go? Wouldn’t you feel pretty important? I believe you would be quite joyful, I know I would, even call your
own family and friends to tell them all about it. What if he said that you
could bring anyone else who you thought might want to go? These questions are simple and almost silly, or so I think, as the answers seem clear.
Of course I would go, I would tell everyone that I know and I would invite
my family and friends as well. Jesus is calling us. He is calling us to follow
Him. He is calling us by name. He is calling us to serve others. He asks for
us simply to follow. He will lead us. He will help us use the gifts He has
given us in service to Him. How will we answer Him?

Ministry schedule
RCIA on Wednesday, January 24th
@ 6:15 pm in the Rectory
Faith Formation Resumes on Sunday, January 28th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
on Sunday, January 28th @ 10:30
am Mass

Weekly Offering
January 14th collection: $2,955.
Includes EFT.
Piano Repair Fund: $10,458.00
In Our Prayers

COMING SOON: Mardi Gras Celebration on Sunday, February 11th
following the 10:30 am Mass. Join us for the festive celebration while we
prepare for our Lenten Season. If you would like to provide a dish for the
celebration please pick up a flyer with links to the recipes we used previously. Don’t forget to put your name on the sign up sheet. Visit our Lenten
Resource table that Sunday to pick up materials to prepare yourself and
your family for a fully engaged Lent Season.

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Ivan
Lieberburg, Gloria Bautista, Gary
Richardi, Anita Eble, Shirley
Mitchell, Eileen Powditch, Lisa
Bradley, Fr. Terry Tompkins, Michael Dodds, Suzanne Schumacher,
Fr. George Crespin, Fr. Richard
Culver.

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts Donations of Non-perishable Food, Bottled Water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in vestibule. Thank you.

ASH WEDNESDAY: This year the Season of Lent begins with Ash
Wednesday on February 14th. Masses are scheduled for 12:10 pm and 7
pm. Mark your calendars to join in the Parish Lenten Focus of Prayer,
Fasting and Almsgiving.

And those who have died: Fr.
Tony Herrera, Douglas Jones,
Aaron Permillion, Fr. Richard
Pieries, Steve Phelps, Joe Perkins,
Bob Cardelli.

Wings (Women in God’s Spirit)

SAVE THE DATE: Lenten Day of Prayer on Friday, February 16th
from noon until 8 pm. Sign up to spend an hour with our Lord in the Devotion of Eucharistic Adoration. Invite a friend to join you. There will be
time for silent prayer and reconciliation. More information will be provided as we confirm the volunteers who can commit to the time. If this is a
devotion that you are not familiar with there are pamphlets in the vestibule
of the church, or call the parish office for more information.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: February 4th, March 4th, April 8th (second Sunday),
May 6th, June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd.

The WINGS Winter Season is devoted to the study and sharing of
Scripture. WINGS is a faith enhancement group that encourages spiritual growth through prayer, Scripture study, catechesis, life sharing
and community. Meetings take place on Wednesdays in St. Theresa
Event Center (4850 Clarewood Dr., Oakland), meeting room 1
at 9:15am with hospitality followed by the guest speaker and program
until 11:15am. Our guest speaker presentations will uplift you and
keep you informed. You’ll experience a welcoming community as we
support each other in our spiritual growth. Bring a friend! Women
from local parishes and other denominations are welcome. For additional information, contact Courtenay Redis

Safe Environment for Children Project 2017 was the year for all volunteers to recertify their Safe Environment for Children Project. If you
have not completed this training please log onto the following link to register on line and complete the class. http://www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ An
additional live training class is scheduled for Saturday, February 17th @
10:30 am. Please contact the parish office to register for this class.

Mass intentions
Saturday, January 20th, 2018 5 pm
Sunday, January 21st, 2018 8 am
Sunday, January 21st, 2018 10:30 am

Sunday, January 21st, 2018 6 pm.
Parishioners and Benefactors

