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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When or how could you step away from your daily responsibilities to renew yourself, so that you can
do a better job of following in the footsteps of Jesus.
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For Children: What good habit could you work on during Lent so you could grow closer to God?

A New Saint for Devotional Chapel
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner)
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I Prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
CRS Rice Bowl Encounter : In Iraq, we encounter Majd and his family, people forced to flee violence, searching
for stability. How are we called to welcome the stranger in our midst? How can you support those, worldwide,
who are forced to flee their homes to find safety or better opportunities. CRS Rice Bowl are available in the vestibule of the church on Sunday, February 11th. During the 40 Days of Lent, as companions on the journey, we
will encounter our neighbor. Visit crsricebowl.org for more information
House in a Box: We all remember the recent fires in our neighboring Diocese and have struggled with what we can
do to help. The recovery is long and as families work to rebuild their homes we can help to prepare them for the
next step. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has developed a program for natural disaster relief called, “A
House in a Box”. As part of our Lenten Almsgiving projects we will be sponsoring a House. There are envelopes available on the table in the vestibule that are marked for this opportunity for almsgiving. Simply place
your donation and drop it in any collection basket or give it to an usher.
Help Provide a Vehicle for Evangelization in India: As many of you read a prior week’s bulletin, one of Fr.
Augustine’s former students, Fr. Cyriac has developed a work to help the under privileged youth in rural areas of
India. He gives non formal education (English language and hospitality) to approximately 200 children every
year and then he helps place them in jobs at about a dozen resorts around India. He continues to work with them
after they are placed, providing social gathering, seminars and Holy Mass. Fr. Cyriac needs help in replacing an
aging vehicle with a new one to transport the youth and continue to support them with provisions. The cost is
approximately $20,000. There are envelopes available on the table in the vestibule that are marked for this opportunity for almsgiving. Simply place your donation and drop it in any collection basket or give it to an usher.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
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Bakhita died at 8:10 PM on 8 February 1947. On 1 October 2000, she was canonised as Saint Josephine
Bakhita. She is venerated as a modern African saint, and as a statement against the brutal history of slavery.
She has been adopted as the only patron saint of Sudan.
Bakhita's legacy is that transformation is possible through suffering. Her story of deliverance from physical
slavery also symbolizes all those who find meaning and inspiration in her life for their own deliverance from
spiritual slavery.
Rev. Augustine

A new saint is to be added to our Bishop Cummin’s
devotional chapel – Saint Bakhita.
She was born around the year 1869 in Darfur (now
in western Sudan) in the village of Olgossa, west of
Nyala and close to Mount Agilerei. She belonged to the
prestigious Daju people; her respected and reasonably
prosperous father was brother of the village chief. She
was surrounded by a loving family of three brothers and
three sisters; as she says in her autobiography: "I lived a
very happy and carefree life, without knowing what suffering (was)".
Sometime between the ages of seven to nine, probably in February 1877, she was kidnapped by Arab slave
traders, who already had abducted her elder sister two
years earlier. She was forced to walk barefoot, about
600 miles, to El Obeid and was sold and bought twice
before she arrived there. Over the course of twelve
years (1877–1889) she was resold again three more
times and then given away. It is said that the trauma of
her abduction caused her to forget her own name; she
took one given to her by the slavers, bakhita, Arabic for
lucky. She was also forcibly converted to Islam.
She was traded many times over and suffered great
human cruelty and abuse of every type.
In 1883 Bakhita was bought in Khartoum by the
Italian Vice Consul Callisto Legnani, who did not use
the lash when giving orders and treated her in a cordial
way. In Italy, too, she changed many hands until she
came to be with the Canossian.sisters. Here she received legal help and the Italian court declared that
Bakhita had never legally been a slave.

For the first time in her life Bakhita found herself in
control of her own destiny. She chose to remain with
the Canossians. On 9 January 1890 Bakhita was baptised with the names of Josephine Margaret.
On 7 December 1893 Josephine Bakhita entered the
novitiate of the Canossian Sisters and on 8 December
1896 she took her vows, welcomed by Cardinal Sarto.
In 1902 she was assigned to the Canossian convent at
Schio, in the northern Italian province of Vicenza,
where she spent the rest of her life.
A young student once asked Bakhita: "What would
you do, if you were to meet your captors?" Without
hesitation she responded: "If I were to meet those who
kidnapped me, and even those who tortured me, I would
kneel and kiss their hands. For, if these things had not
happened, I would not have been a Christian and a religious today".
Continued on page 4
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners. Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you
would like a copy mailed to you.
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: March 4th, April 8th (second Sunday), May 6th,
June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th,
and December 2nd.
Bishop’s Appeal
It is time for the Bishop’s Appeal in our parish and in our diocese. This
is a yearly appeal that assists our diocese by funding a variety of ministries,
services and programs that benefit many throughout the East Bay. This
year’s theme is Lighting the Way. Our 2018 goal is $12,800.
St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of
a Young Adults group. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.

Mardi Gras Sunday

St. Augustine Catholic Church

First Sunday of Lent

From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator

JOURNEY TO THE FOOT OF THE CROSS - 10 THINGS TO
REMEMBER FOR LENT (PART 2)
Don’t do too much. It’s tempting to make Lent some ambitious period of
personal reinvention, but it’s best to keep it simple and focused. There’s a
reason the Church works on these mysteries year after year. We spend our
entire lives growing closer to God. Don’t try to cram it all in one Lent.
That’s a recipe for failure.
Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course, even when we set simple
goals for ourselves during Lent, we still have trouble keeping them. When
we fast, we realize we’re all just one meal away from hunger. In both
cases, Lent shows us our weakness. This can be painful, but recognizing
how helpless we are makes us seek God’s help with renewed urgency and
sincerity.
Be patient with yourself. When we’re confronted with our own weakness
during Lent, the temptation is to get angry and frustrated. “What a bad
person I am!” But that’s the wrong lesson. God is calling us to be patient
and to see ourselves as he does, with unconditional love.
Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness and suffering during
Lent, we should be renewed in our compassion for those who are hungry,
suffering or otherwise in need. The third part of the Lenten formula is
almsgiving. It’s about more than throwing a few extra dollars in the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to others and helping them without
question as a way of sharing the experience of God’s unconditional love.
Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves in the midst of our suffering
and self-denial brings us closer to loving like Christ, who suffered and
poured himself out unconditionally on cross for all of us. Lent is a journey through the desert to the foot of the cross on Good Friday, as we seek
him out, ask his help, join in his suffering, and learn to love like him.
EVENING PRAYER WILL BEGIN THIS WEDNESDAY: Join us for
Evening Prayer each Wednesday, during Lent. April McNeely, our Music
Director, will be providing a variety of different prayer styles each week.
Come, sit awhile and renew your soul, with music, prayer and silent reflection.
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Ministry schedule
Evening Prayer @ 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, Feb 21st in the Church
RCIA @ 6:45 pm on Wednesday,
following Evening Prayer in the
Chapel
Stations of the Cross on Friday,
February 23rd @ 12:10 pm in the
Church
Faith Formation: Sunday, Feb
25th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
on Sunday, Feb 25th @ 10:30 am
Mass
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
NOW: On Saturday, March 17th ,
St. Patrick’s day, Father Padriag
Greene will be the Presider at the
5pm Mass.

Weekly Offering
February 11th, collection: $2,410.
Includes EFT.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Anita
Eble, Shirley Mitchell, Eileen
Powditch, David Scalcini, Mike
Marino.
And those who have died: Fr.
Tony Herrera, Aaron Permillion,
Fr. Richard Pieries,
Joe Perkins, Bob Cardelli, Rudy
Bautista, Fr. Richard Culver,
Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 17th, 2018, 5
pm
Albert John Thompson, Jr. (+)
Sunday, February 18th, 2018, 8 am
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, February 18th, 2018,
10:30 am
Sunday, February 18th, 2018, 6
pm.

