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“Outdoors” is the slogan or watchword of our times. 

‘Being one with nature evokes romance, nostalgia, and 

a yearning. Adam and Eve, our Biblical forefathers, 

lived in a state of nature (Garden of Eden, Gen2:8); 

they lived in that beautiful garden in a state of inno-

cence! There are people who love to live in the “womb 

of nature” as seen in TV series like, “Legend of Mike 

Dodge, The Mountain Men,” or people who give up 

civilization to live in the wild. It could be that the 

homeless crisis is partly because people who choose to 

live in a state of nature! 

 

Ecology and environmental considerations are on top 

of our agenda in developmental discussions and educa-

tional circles. These are wonderful advancements ac-

knowledged by the Church, especially in the Encyclical, 

Laudato Si. 

 

In the television and media world, nature shows 

(National Geographic, Animal Planet, Discovery Chan-

nel, etc.) generally receive high ratings. An interest in 

nature, even to the extent of worship, is not anything 

new to humanity. Nature worship has been part of our 

human lore from time immemorial. People worshipping 

trees, stones, forests, sun and moon are found even to-

day in countries around the world. 

 

It is not surprising, then, that outdoor weddings and 

outdoor celebrations traditionally held in churches or in 

religious places, seems to be a growing trend. For some, 

ecology is a science, while religion is pushed to the 

brink of superstition, myth or folklore. To some, 

churches appear to be the least desirable place for cele-

bration. They think of churches as morbid, not-cool, 

and restrictive. 

This Sunday we have a Birth Day celebration in our 

Church. Mrs. Norma Gray is celebrating her 90th Birth 

Day with a Holy Mass. For me, there is no better place 

to celebrate life than in a church. It is in church that we 

celebrate great moments of our lives – coming into this 

world (Baptism), commitment to a person (wedding, 

and departure from this world (death) or humorously 

put, “hatch, match and dispatch.” 

 

It is an acknowledgement of the great and undeni-

able truth that life is a gift. None of us chose to be born. 

It is God’s infinite wisdom and mercy that brought us 

forth. Every birthday is a celebration in gratitude and 

love. It is a bonus to be able to celebrate one’s birthday 

in a church with a Holy Mass! 

 

Jesus tells us, “I am the way, the truth and the 

Life” (John 14:6). Saint Irenaeus: “The glory of God is 

man fully alive.” In celebrating life, we celebrate a di-

vine gift. Life is a celebration. 
 

Father Augustine 
 

 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Life is a Celebration 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:   When and in what way have you seen life come from death? 
 

For Children:  When have you felt stronger because you sacrificed something for a friend or member of your fam-

ily. 

San Francisco Bay Boat Ride 
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 
 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent Tomorrow we celebrate the Feast day of Joseph, 

the Father of Jesus. His life is a testimony to the call to seek and em-

brace the will of God over our own. In such a special way he puts Mary 

and Jesus first instead of considering himself.  

Joseph and Mary were dwelling in Nazareth; they were not yet living 

together, because they were not yet married. In the meantime, May, af-

ter having welcomed the angel’s announcement, came to be with child 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. When Joseph realized this, he was be-

wildered. The Gospel does not explain what his thoughts were, but it 

does tell us the essential: he seeks to do the will of God and is ready for 

the most radical renunciation. Rather than defending himself and assert-

ing his rights, Joseph chooses what for him is an enormous sacrifice. 

And the Gospel tells us: Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 

her to shame, resolved to send her away quietly (Mr. 1:19). This brief 

sentence reveals a true inner drama if we think about the love that Jo-

seph had for Mary! But even in these circumstances, Joseph intends to 

do the will of God and decides, surely with great sorrow, to send Mary 

away quietly…. This Gospel passage reveals to us the greatness of Saint 

Joseph’s heart and soul. He was following a god plan for his life, but 

God was reserving another plan for him, a greater mission. Joseph was a 

man who always listened to the voice of God; he was deeply sensitive to 

his secret will; he was a man attentive to the messages that came to him 

from the depths of his heart and from on high. He did not persist in fol-

lowing his own plan for his life, he did not allow bitterness to poison his 

soul; rather, he was ready to make himself available to the news that, in 

such a bewildering way, was being presented to him. And thus, he was a 

good man. He did not hate, and he did not allow bitterness to poison his 

soul…And Joseph thereby became even freer and greater. By accepting 

himself according to God’s design, Joseph fully finds himself, beyond 

himself. His freedom to renounce even what is his, the possession of his 

very life, and his full interior availability to the will of God challenge us 

and show us the way.  

Are we willing to make an enormous sacrifice, abandoning our-

selves to the will of God?  

 

 

 

Ministry schedule  
Evening Prayer @ 6:00 pm on Wednes-
day, Mar 21st in the Church  
RCIA @ 6:45 pm on Wednesday, Mar 
21st following Evening Prayer in the 
Chapel  
Chrism Mass @ 6 pm on Thursday, Mar 
22nd at the Cathedral of Christ the 
Light  
Stations of the Cross on Friday, March 
23rd @ 12:10 pm in the Church  
Faith Formation: Sunday,  
March 24th @ 9:10 am Procession for 
Palm Sunday @ 10:20 am starting on 
the front stairs of the church.  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Sun-
day, March 24th @ 10:30 am Mass  
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 

LENTEN RECONCILIA-

TION SERVICE ON MON-

DAY, MARCH 26TH @ 7 PM.  
 

Weekly Offering 
 

March 11th collection: $3,585.  

Includes EFT. 
 

Catholic Relief services: $947. 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your 

prayers those who are ill: Anita 

Eble,  Shirley Mitchell, Eileen 

Powditch, Doris Habiger, 

Fereshte Ghorban, Eva Dutra, 

Mary Arnold, Robert Springer. 
 

And those who have died: Fr. 

Richard Pieries,  Joe Perkins, 

Bob Cardelli, Rudy Bautista, Fr. 

Richard Culver,  Matthew Smith 
 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, March 17th 2018, 5 

pm 

Irish Parishioners at St. 

Augustine’s 
 

Sunday, March 18th, 2018, 8 am  
 

Sunday, March 18th, 2018, 

10:30 am 

Parishioners & Benefactors 
 

Sunday, March 18th, 2018, 6 

pm. 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 

End of year tax statements are now available for registered pa-

rishioners.  Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you 

would like a copy mailed to you. 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     
  

Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  April 8th (second Sunday), May 6th, June 3rd, July 

1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and Decem-

ber 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

 St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of 

a Young Adults group.  If you are interested in receiving more information 

about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference: 

The St. Vincent de Paul Conference will be offering Easter Baskets for 

sale again this year.  They will be available after March 24th.  Please order 

and make arrangements for picking them up with Maureen Wikander, 

moweenie@gmail or  (510)847-3585m.  Please give gender and age of 

child(ren). Thank you.  

 

Rosary Repairs 

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact 

Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair 

it free of charge. 

Easter Season Schedule 

 

 Evening Prayer,  March 21st, at 6 pm 

Stations of the Cross, March 23rd @ 12:10 pm. 

Palm Sunday, March 25th 

Lenten Reconciliation, March 26th at 7 pm 

Holy Thursday, March 29th, Mass at 7 pm 

Good Friday, Seven Last Words, March 30th at 12 pm 

Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, March 30th at 3:30 pm 

Good Friday, The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion, March 30th at 7 pm 

Saturday Prayer Service, March 31st at 9 am 

Easter Vigil Mass, March 31st at 8:30 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 1st, Masses at 8 am & 10:30 am 

There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass on Saturday, 

 March 31st; nor will there be a 6 pm Mass on Easter Sunday, April 

1st. 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
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