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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: Where have you found a source of “living water” for your own journey of faith?
For Children: Name some times when you belief in Jesus helped make you stronger.
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being
confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
CRS Rice Bowl: ENCOUNTER SAFIATA - In Burkina Faso, we encounter Safiata, a mother, grandmother and farmer
who relies on the money she makes from her crops to put her children through school. How can our purchases this Lent
support farmers and artisans? How can you support those, worldwide, who are forced to flee their homes to find safety
or better opportunities? Visit crsricebowl.org for more
House in a Box: We all remember the recent fires in our neighboring Diocese and have struggled with what we can do
to help. The recovery is long and as families work to rebuild their homes we can help to prepare them for the next step.
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has developed a program for natural disaster relief called, “A House in a Box”. As
part of our Lenten Almsgiving projects we will be sponsoring a House. There are envelopes available on the table in the
vestibule that are marked for this opportunity for almsgiving. Simply place your donation and drop it in any collection
basket or give it to an usher. Currently we have raised $75.
Help Provide a Vehicle for Evangelization in India: As many of you read a prior week’s bulletin, one of Fr.
Augustine’s former students, Fr. Cyriac has developed a work to help the under privileged youth in rural areas of India.
He gives non formal education (English language and hospitality) to approximately 200 children every year and then he
helps place them in jobs at about a dozen resorts around India. He continues to work with them after they are placed,
providing social gathering, seminars and Holy Mass. Fr. Cyriac needs help in replacing an aging vehicle with a new one
to transport the youth and continue to support them with provisions. The cost is approximately $20,000. There are envelopes available on the table in the vestibule that are marked for this opportunity for almsgiving. Simply place your donation and drop it in any collection basket or give it to an usher. Currently we have raised $40. For more information on
any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Easter Season Schedule
Evening Prayer, March 7th, 14th, March 21st, at 6 pm
Stations of the Cross, March 2nd, March 16th, March 23rd @ 12:10 pm.
Family Stations of the Cross, March 9th @ 6 pm
Palm Sunday, March 25th
Lenten Reconciliation, March 26th at 7 pm
Holy Thursday, March 29th, Mass at 7 pm
Good Friday, Seven Last Words, March 30th at 12 pm
Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, March 30th at 3:30 pm
Good Friday, The Liturgy of the Lord's Passion, March 30th at 7 pm
Saturday Prayer Service, March 31st at 9 am
Easter Vigil Mass, March 31st at 8:30 pm
Easter Sunday, April 1st, Masses at 8 am & 10:30 am
There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass on Saturday,
March 31st; nor will there be a 6 pm Mass on Easter Sunday, April 1st.
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Pastimes and Recreations
Our Book Club has been reading, Introduction to
the Devout Life, by Saint Francis De Sales. The book
was published in the 17th century. It had become an instant sensation at the time of its publication. It had numerous editions and translations into various languages.
The book continues to be a spiritual classic delighting
readers with spiritual insights and consolation. It is a
very practical book written for the common person desiring to achieve spiritual growth.
In one of the chapters the saint says, “It is necessary
for us to relax both in mind and body by some kind of
recreation.”…”it is undoubtedly a defect to be so strict,
ill-bred, uncouth, and austere as neither to take any recreation ourselves nor to allow it to others.”
We are in the season of Lent. It appears to be incongruous to speak of recreation! While focusing on
prayer, penance and almsgiving, let us not forget that
sound recreation helps our spiritual life as well.
Our Choir Members were treated to a wonderful Bay
Cruise. It was part of a birthday celebration for Wanda
Ziemba, a choir member; her husband captained the
boat. I was privileged to be included in the cruise.
Starting from Berkeley we sailed close to Alcatraz
Island and passed under the Golden Gate Bridge and
reached close to Kirby Cove. It was wonderful to hear
from people (Bob & Suzy, Norma) tell their stories of
the different sites and sights.
I was told that it is a tradition to pray and receive
blessings as one sailed in and out of the Golden Gate.
As we sailed past the Golden Gate Bridge we said a
prayer for Wanda, our birthday celebrant, and blessed
her and all present in the boat!

asked me to take the helm. Holding on to the steering
wheel was a new kind of experience!
On our return we sailed close to the city shores taking in all the sights and sounds of the beautiful city great buildings, historic landmarks, churches, the Ferry
Building, AT&T Park (McCovey Cove/China Basin)
and then under the Bay Bridge.
Returning to Berkeley we passed by Yerba Buena
Island, the light house and under the new section of the
Bay Bridge.
During the cruise I could not but admire the beauty
of God’s creation. There is so much goodness, joy and
love in our world. Violence, war, terrorism, hatred and
other challenges seem to cloud them. Christ, the Light,
shines through these clouds. May this season of Lent
help us to experience the presence of the Lord around
us! May he shine through the darkness of our lives and
our world and melt away all sin and evil.

The Captain of our boat was a very kind gentleman
who invited me into the control room. There he explained to me some of the navigational techniques and
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners. Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you
would like a copy mailed to you.
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: March 4th, April 8th (second Sunday), May 6th,
June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th,
and December 2nd.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Young Adults Group
St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of
a Young Adults group. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
The St. Vincent de Paul Conference will be offering Easter Baskets for
sale again this year. They will be available after March 24th. Please order
and make arrangements for picking them up with Maureen Wikander,
moweenie@gmail or (510)847-3585m. Please give gender and age of
child(ren). Thank you.
24 Hours for the Lord
Pope Francis is calling on Catholic worldwide to participate in 24 hours
of eucharistic adoration and reconciliation, March 9-10, 2018. The theme
of this year’s “24 Hours for the Lord” is Psalm 130:4, “With you is forgiveness.”
The Diocese of Oakland will celebrate this sacred 24 hours in four parishes, joining our brothers and sisters around the world. In each parish, eucharistic adoration will be available beginning at 4 p.m. Friday, March 9,
continuously until 4 p.m. Saturday, March 10. At the same time, priests
will be available to celebrate the sacrament of reconciliation.
Security will be provided from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. at each location. The
parishes participating are: • The Cathedral of Christ the Light, 2121 Harrison St. (at West Grand Ave.), Oakland • St. John the Baptist, 264 E. Lewelling Blvd. (near Meekland Ave.), San Lorenzo • St. Mark, 159 Harbour
Way, Richmond • St. Joan of Arc, 2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd. (between
Crow Canyon and Bollinger Canyon Roads), San Ramon
All are welcomed; advance registration is not required. To sign up for a
specific time, please visit http://bit.ly/24Hours4LORD
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair
it free of charge.

St. Augustine Catholic Church

Third Sunday of Lent

From the desk of the Ministry Coordinator
AN INVITATION
When I was young I would attend Eucharistic Adoration with my mom on
Tuesday evenings. It was a special time with my mom, and an important part of
my spiritual journey. Little did I know the impact it would have later in my life.
As I married and had children of my own, my time for spiritual nourishment took
a back seat to what I considered the more pressing needs at hand. There was
work, children’s activities, home life, etc. Occasionally I would go to Adoration,
as opportunities presented, most often on Holy Thursday, when we as a Church
we are invited to sit and wait with Jesus, in remembrance of His Agony in the
Garden. About 18 years ago I was a parishioner at St. Agnes in Concord. They
have a Perpetual Adoration Chapel (24 hours a day). I had begun to attend daily
mass and was continually drawn to spend time both before and after in the chapel.
It became an unimaginable blessing in my life. So true was it that the more time I
spent, the more I desired to sit with the Lord in quiet prayer and reflection. The
peace that came from bringing my sorrows and my woes, as well as my joys and
praises to the Lord was such a gift. A couple of years ago I had the opportunity to
participate in a CEDDO Mass (Confraternity of Eucharistic Devotion Diocese of
Oakland) at St. Catherine of Siena. During the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the celebrant asked each of us to come to the altar rail as he brought the
monstrance to pass by. He invited us to reach out and touch the cloth that was
wrapped at the base. It had been an extremely difficult couple of weeks for me.
My mother was not well and I had to help my family adjust to the changing care
that my mother required. I was upset, frustrated, sad and very angry. I knew in
that moment as I waited for the Lord to come, just as the woman in the Gospel of
Mark, “If I just touch His garments, I will be healed”. The anticipation was cleansing and as I touched the cloth that surrounded our Lord, I felt relieved from my
burdens of sorrow, frustration and anger. In that moment the Lord had heard my
cries and wiped away my tears. The Lord, present in the Holy Eucharist invites us
all to come and sit with Him. Sometimes we think we don’t have the time, but I
encourage you, because I know what a difference it has made in my life, to make
the time. I have experienced that time spent with the Lord lifts my heart, relieves
my burdens and refreshes my soul. This year on Holy Thursday we have the opportunity to spend some time in Adoration, as the Lord invites us to spend an
hour or more, to wait with Him. Can we say yes to the Lord’s invitation?
**************************************************************
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Ministry schedule
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
NOW: On Saturday, March 17th,
St. Patrick’s day, Father Padriag
Greene will be the Presider at the
5pm Mass. Come enjoy the Sunday
vigil with a touch of the Irish.
MINISTRY CALENDAR:
Evening Prayer @ 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, Mar 7th in the Church
RCIA @ 6:45 pm on Wednesday,
Mar 7th following Evening Prayer
in the Chapel Stations of the Cross
on Friday, March 9th @ 12:10 pm
in the Church
Faith Formation: Sunday, March
11th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word on
Sunday, March 11th @ 10:30 am
Mass

Weekly Offering
February 25th, collection: $3,131.
Includes EFT.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble,
Shirley Mitchell, Eileen Powditch,
Doris Habiger.
And those who have died: Fr.
Richard Pieries, Joe Perkins, Bob
Cardelli, Rudy Bautista, Fr. Richard
Culver, Matthew Smith
Mass Intentions
Saturday, March 3rd 2018, 5 pm
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, March 4th, 2018, 8 am
Sunday, March 4th, 2018, 10:30 am
Sunday, March 4th, 2018, 6 pm.

