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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What could you do this week to inspire your family to resemble the early Christians more closely?
For Children: What could you and your family do to help others who are in need?
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
CRS Rice Bowl: Please turn in your Rice Bowls this coming week. They can be brought to any Mass and given to
an Usher or Acolyte
House in a Box: If you wanted to support this project to help provide for families struggling from natural disasters,
it is not to late. We will continue to collect money until the week of April 15th. Just put your donation in an envelope marked “House in a Box” and drop it in any collection basket.
Help Provide a Vehicle for Evangelization in India: It’s not too late to contribute to this worthy charity organized
by one of Fr. Augustine’s former students. We will continue to collect money until the week of April 15th. Just
put your donation in an envelope marked “Vehicle Donation” and drop it in any collection basket.
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
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Christianity
Acts of the Apostles explains how the disciples
came to be called Christians. “So Barnabas went to
Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him,
he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met
with the church, and taught a large company of people; and in Antioch, the disciples were for the first
time called Christians” (Acts 11:25-26.)
It may appear redundant to ask the question, what
is Christianity? It looks obvious. We are Christians,
we live among Christians, and our upbringing is
Christian! Then, what? However, the question is legitimate. When I posed the question to a group of parishioners, a common response was, “Christianity is
belief in Jesus Christi as the Son of God.” Isn’t Christianity more than a belief?
Lots of times’ people identify Christianity with
Church buildings, schools and hospitals. For some,
Christianity is set of rules and regulations and dogmas.
For others, Christianity is social services and charitable
works for the poor and needy. While all these may be
true, good and necessary, the core of Christianity is
something deeper.
Christianity is an experience of Jesus Christ as my
God and Savior. It is a personal encounter with the
Risen Lord. Jesus is not just a historical figure like Confucius, Buddha, Mahavira (Jainism) or Mohammad. As
St. Paul teaches us, “If Christ has not been raised, then
our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain” (1
Corinthians 15:14). As He is alive, we can experience
him here and now. He is with us.
John describes it in his first letter. “That which was
from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon
and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life
- the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and testify

to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was
with the Father, and was made manifest to us - that
which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you,
so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus
Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may be
complete” (1 John 1: 1-4)
Christianity is that sharing of the joyful experience
of the RISEN LORD.
Without this personal encounter with the Risen Savior, Christianity could seem obsolete or out of fashion.
Is this the reason some intellectuals speak of the PostChristian era? They want to relegate Christianity to history books! Such attempts are a caricature of Christianity.
Alleluia. The Lord is RISEN. He is with us. “…And
lo, I am with you always, to the close of the
age.” (Matthew 28:20)
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners. Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would
like a copy mailed to you.
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on
the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in 2018: April 8th (second Sunday), May 6th, June 3rd, July
1st, August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th, and December 2nd.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Young Adults Group
St. Augustine’s Parish is excited to announce plans for the formation of
a Young Adults group. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.
St. Vincent de Paul Society
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair
it free of charge.
Taize Prayer
Quiet times of centering prayer, a brief reflection, shared petitions,
framed with simple music. All are welcome!" The service will begin on
Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and will last approximately 25 minutes. No prior experience or training is necessary in order to participate; all
that is needed is a desire to meet with a small group to spend time in
prayer. If you would like more information, please contact Susan
Schaeffer at lilac52@gmail.com or 415-935-1729
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Ministry schedule

Jesus I trust in You! Jesus I trust in You! Jesus I trust in You!

RCIA on Wednesday, April
11 @ 6:15 pm

“O greatly merciful God, Infinite Goodness, today all mankind calls out
from the abyss of its misery to your mercy, to your compassion, O God:
and it is with a mighty voice of misery that it cries out. Gracious God, do
not reject the prayer of this earth’s exiles! O lord, goodness beyond our understanding, who are acquainted with our misery through and through and
know that by our own power we cannot ascend to you, we implore you: fill
us with your grace and keep on increasing your mercy in us, that we may
faithfully do your holy will all through our lives and at the hour of death.
Let the omnipotence of your mercy shield us from the darts of our salvation’s enemies, that we may with confidence, as your children, await your
final coming…
O Lord, I want to be completely transformed into your mercy and to be
your living reflection. May the greatest of all divine attributes, that of your
unfathomable mercy, pass through my heart and soul to my neighbor.
Help me, O Lord, that my eyes may be merciful, so that I may never
suspect or judge from appearances, but look for what is beautiful in my
neighbors’ souls and come to their rescue.
Help me, O Lord, that my ears may be merciful, so that I may give
heed to my neighbors’ needs and not be indifferent to their pains and
moanings.
Help me, O Lord, that my tongue may be merciful, so that I should
never speak negatively of my neighbor, but have a word of comfort and
forgiveness for all.
Help me, O Lord, that my hands may be merciful and filled with good
deeds, so that I may do only good to my neighbors and take upon myself
the most difficult and toilsome tasks.
Help me, O Lord, that my feet may be merciful, so that I may hurry to
assist my neighbor, overcoming my own fatigue and weariness….
Help me, O Lord, that my heart may be merciful, so that I myself may
feel all the sufferings of my neighbor……
May your mercy, O Lord, rest upon me
O Jesus, I want to live in the present moment, to live as if this were the
last day of my life. I want to use every moment scrupulously for the
greater glory of God, to use every circumstance for the benefit of my soul.
I want to look upon everything from the point of view that nothing happens
without the will of God. God of unfathomable mercy, embrace the whole
world and pour yourself out upon us through the merciful Heart of Jesus. ~
From Divine Mercy in My Soul, the diary of Sister Maria Faustina of the
Blessed Sacrament (+1938), a Polish Sister of Our Lady of Mercy. She
was canonized in 2000. Divine Mercy Sunday was instituted on the same
day as her canonization by Pope John Paul II, now Saint John Paul the
Great.
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Faith Formation: Sunday,
April 15th @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the
Word: Sunday, April 15th @
10:30 am Mass

Weekly Offering
Easter Sunday collection:
$.5,572.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Anita
Eble, Shirley Mitchell, Eileen
Powditch, Doris Habiger, Eva
Dutra, Robert Springer.
And those who have died: Fr.
Richard Pieries, Joe Perkins,
Bob Cardelli, Rudy Bautista, Fr.
Richard Culver, Matthew Smith,
Mary Arnold,
Mass Intentions
Saturday, April 7th, 2018, 5 pm
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, April 8th, 2018, 8 am
Poor Souls in Purgatory
Sunday, April 8th, 2018, 10:30
am
Sunday, April 8th, 6 pm
Antonio Custodio (-)

