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Happy St. Augustine Feast Day
World Today

Devastating Flood in Kerala, India

Watching the news can be very depressing! Our
own state, California, is battling many fires. There
are earthquakes in Indonesia, terrorist attacks in
different parts of the world, wars, and the struggles
of immigrants and refugees. Adding to all of these
is the constant political bickering and clashes.
Then, there are the ongoing scandals in the
Church; the unfolding of the moral failures and
crimes of Church ministers, especially priests and
bishops. It calls for courageous structural changes
within the church and personal conversions.
What is the meaning of it all? How do we deal
with it? Of course, there are no easy answers.
However, an important way to approach them is
through prayer. The way prayer helps is not always
in the way we think about it. Once in a while there
may be a miracle; but that is rare.
Prayer makes us realize that even in the midst of
most hopeless situations God is present. It transforms us into agents of hope, love and action.
Prayer removes the bystander attitude of being a
passive spectator. Prayer rids us of negativity and
cynicism and allows grace or positive energy to fill
our hearts. Prayer infuses the fortitude to get involved, to bring help and do what is in our power to
make the situation better.
“Send out your Spirit, O Lord, and renew the
face of the earth!”
“He who was seated on the throne said, “I am
making everything new!” Then He said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” (Revelation, 21:5)

Many parishioners have been asking me about
the flood situation in South India. The monsoon
rains have caused great destruction and suffering
to the people of Kerala in India. Some parts of the
state received 87% more rain than the average
rainfall. It caused massive landslides; flood waters
have inundated towns and cities across the state.
More than 400 people are reported to have died
and, as the waters recede, the numbers are likely
to go up. Many animals, too, died in this great devastation. It has been a flood of apocalyptic proportions!
The flood has rendered about a million people
homeless and they are now in relief camps. All
sorts of infrastructures like water supply sources,
roads, electricity, etc. are disrupted. There is a serious danger of disease outbreaks.
It is the biggest calamity that has befallen the
state since the great flood of 1924.
******
****** ******
******
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to Him, and He will make your paths
straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans
15:13)
Congratulations to all our parishioners. We have
raised $8,877 for the refugee family co-sponsorship
program. Our target is $10,000. Happy Feast of
Saint Augustine.
Father Augustine.
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PARISH NEWS
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our
parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the
table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in
the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on the first
Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on following days in
2018: September 2, October 7, November 4, and December 2.
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm in the
church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the group,
please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com
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Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish
If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. Augustine's plate
contribution.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it free of charge.
St. Augustine Parish Cookbook
Have you enjoyed some of the special treats at the St. Augustine hospitality table? Did you go back for more only to find that tasty bite all gone? Did you wish
you had the recipe? We are planning to publish a St. Augustine Parish Cookbook
and have it ready for sale at the November Harvest Craft Fair but we need your
help.
Please share your wonderful recipes for this publication. We want to see a variety that mirrors the diversity of our parish. Send your family favorites, special appetizers, quick meals, baked goods, tips and shopping tricks. If you liked something
at the hospitality table, find out who made it and needle them until they submit
the recipe. If you are not sure the recipe is appropriate, send it anyway. Let the
foodie editors decide.
Send your recipes in a Word format with a picture if you have one
to wandatziemba@gmail.com. If you prefer to submit in hard copy, bring to
the 10:30 mass. Look for me. I am the choir member who wears cowboy boots to
Mass.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in
the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering classes on how to read music.
They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
KHAN FAMILY: The Khan family is beginning to settle in. There is a lot to
do for them when they first arrive. They have to settle into housing, set up a
bank account, have every member of the family complete a health screening,
register for school, get California ID cards, etc. It has been a hectic time for
them, but they are very happy and grateful to be here. The family has decided to settle in Concord, where they have friends from there home village.
We have begun the process of getting them through the health care system
and hoping to have an established residence by the end of next week. As
you know the cost of housing, especially for a family of 8, is quite challenging. I am overwhelmed by the generosity of our Parish community in financial donations to support this family. We are now prepared to start taking in
kind donations. Please check the bulletin board in the vestibule of the
church for items that are needed for the family. If you have any questions,
please contact Karen at the parish office.
FAITH FORMATION: Registration for Faith Formation has begun. Ongoing
Faith Formation is an important part of raising your children in the Catholic
Faith. Our program covers children from Kindergarten through 8th grade.
Please pick up a registration form in the vestibule of the Church.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD has resumed. This year we are asking all parents to fill out an information form for their family. Please pick one
up in the back of the church and return it to Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator, if your children are attending CLW on Sunday mornings.
RCIA- Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic?
Have you received the Sacraments of Baptism or First Holy Communion and
desire Confirmation? The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry has
begun, but it is not too late to join us. We will be taking a break for the next
two weeks to enjoy our Feast Day celebration and the Labor Day weekend.
The next session will meet on Sunday, September 9 following the 10:30 am
Mass. Please contact Karen kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com, Jay Mitchell
jwmstaugustine@live.com or Andy Hartzell, andyhartzell@gmail.com for
more information.

St. Augustine Quotes
“You never go away from us, yet we have difficulty in returning to You.
Come, Lord, stir us up and call us back. Kindle and seize us. Be our fire and
our sweetness. Let us love. Let us run.”
Your best servant is the person who does not attend so much to hearing what he himself wants as to willing what he has heard from you.”
You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless until they
find their rest in You.”
― Augustine of Hippo, Confessions
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Ministry Calendar
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
will not meet on Sept 2nd
RCIA Inquiry-Session 5, (Divine
Revelation) September 9th @ 12
noon in the Rectory
Family Faith Formation registration will begin for the 2018-2019
year in August
Weekly Offering
August 19th, collection. $2,614
Includes EFT.
Assumption: $552.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Eileen
Powditch, Patricia Sims, Patricia
Watkins, Danica Truchlikova, Mary
Orgon, John Meadows, Patty Wiesner.
And those who have died: Arthur
A.J. Jacob. Vivian Richardi, Eleanore
Schamshala, Nathan Taylor, Jim Lennon, Norma Gray, Elaine Zabriskie.

Mass Intentions
Saturday, August 25th, 2018, 5 pm
Elaine Zabriski
Sunday, August 26th 2018, 8 am
Sunday, August 26th 2018, 10:30
am
Parishioners and Benefactors
Sunday, August 26th, 6 pm
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: In what way has the example of Christian marriage (your own or that of another couple) helped you
Understand the relationship between Christ and his church?
For Children: What can you do for your family to show them Jesus’ love and care?
JOY OF THE GOSPEL (Our Social Justice corner):

Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a
Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church
which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope
Francis #49.
NEW Know Your Rights Catholic Charities of the East Bay (Concord) is hosting bi-monthly Know Your
Rights presentations about recent immigration changes and individuals’ rights, regardless of immigrant status. No registration is required. For more information or to register, contact Deanna Salazar
at 925.771.8524. Upcoming sessions are: Aug. 14, Aug. 28, Sept. 11, .Sept. 25, .Oct. 9, Oct. 23, Nov.
13, Nov. 27, and Dec. 11.
St. Augustine Parish Community to Co-Sponsor a Refugee Family: The Khan Family has arrived safely.
We are now accepting monetary donations on their behalf. Please place donations in the house in
the back of the church marked, “A Home for the Khan Family.” If you are donating by check, please
make it out to St. Augustine Parish. We will continue to update you on opportunities to provide
support for the family. If you would like to be a part of this ministry outreach, please contact Karen
at (510) 653-8631 or kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com
Solemnity of the Anniversary of the Dedication of a Cathedral On the tenth anniversary of the dedication of the
Cathedral of Christ the Light, Bishop Michael Barber has declared the celebration of the Solemnity may be transferred to Sunday, Sept. 30 for the Cathedral only. All other parishes will celebrate the Solemnity, with the liturgical
rank of Feast, on Sept. 25, as every year.
Blue Mass The annual Blue Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Barber on Sunday, October 7, at 10 a.m. at the Cathedral of Christ the Light. All are welcome, but especially public servants, such as first responders
The Sisters of the Holy Names are celebrating 150 years of presence
and ministry in California. Bishop Michael Barber will preside at a Eucharistic Liturgy
at the Cathedral of Christ the Light on Saturday, October 6, 2018 at 3:30 PM.
A reception will follow. All are welcome. Please RSVP to http://www.snjmca150.org/
Cathedral volunteers. Are you looking for a way to share your love of the Church and our Diocese of Oakland?
Are you interested in the art, history, architecture and beauty of the Cathedral of Christ the Light? Do you enjoy
learning and speaking with the public? Become an active ministry volunteer at the Cathedral of Christ the Light. Enthusiastic, people-oriented individuals from a variety of cultural and language backgrounds are invited to join this
ministry, providing docent services to visitors to the Cathedral. These volunteers will be people of faith who want to
give of their precious time and talents to lead tours of the Cathedral for visitors, staff the Visitors Information Desk
and assist during special events. New docent training will begin in mid-September 2018. Visit www.ctlcathedral.org/
get-involved/bearers-of-light and complete and submit the online application form. Applicants will be contacted for
an interview. Please contact Denise Kogler at dkogler@ctlcathedral.org with any questions

