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• First Sunday of Advent•

December 2nd, 2018

A Season of Waiting and Preparation
Advent as a season is a time of expectant
waiting and preparation for the celebration of
the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. The term is
a version of the Latin word meaning "coming".
Latin adventus is the translation of the Greek
word parousia, commonly used to refer to the
Second Coming of Christ. For Christians, the
season of Advent anticipates the coming of
Christ from three different perspectives. "Since
the time of Bernard of Clairvaux (d.1153),
Christians have spoken of the three comings of
Christ: in the flesh in Bethlehem, in our hearts
daily, and in glory at the end of time." The season offers the opportunity to share in the ancient longing for the coming of the Messiah,
and to be alert for His Second Coming.
Advent is the beginning of the Western liturgical year and commences on four Sundays
before Christmas
Practices associated with Advent include
keeping an Advent calendar, lighting an Advent
wreath, praying an Advent daily devotional,
lighting a Christingle (Christ light), as well as
other ways of preparing for Christmas, such as
setting up Christmas decorations, a custom that
is sometimes done liturgically, through a hanging of the greens ceremony.

The equivalent of Advent in Eastern Christianity is called the Nativity Fast, but it differs in
length and observances, and does not begin
the liturgical church year as it does in the West.
The Eastern Nativity Fast does not use the
equivalent parousia in its preparatory services
At Saint Augustine: There are many opportunities for advent preparation at Saint
Augustine. We have one hour adoration every
Saturday of Advent from 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM.
There are also prayer services, a Reconciliation
service and Spiritual Book Club to help us prepare for the Coming of our Savior.
Father Augustine
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” every
Sunday at 9:15 AM.
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the
group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.
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Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com
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Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in forming
a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so
day and time has not yet been determined. For more information, please
contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it
free of charge.
St. Augustine Book Club
The next session of our parish book club will begin on Friday, November
9th. We will be reading St. Therese of Lisieux: A Transformation in Christ
by Thomas Keating. New members are welcome to join. Please contact Fr.
Augustine.
The meeting times are listed below:
Friday Group:
December 7th
December 14th
Tuesday Group
December 4th
December 11th
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to
read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the
church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
The thing about the Christian year is that it keeps coming around.
Over and over again, we get to try our hearts and minds and hands
at Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Ordinary Time.
We get to dust off the liturgies and speak or sing them again. We get
to try old prayers in new ways—or try new prayers on old themes.
We get to pick up our symbols and phrases and turn them slowly and
look at them and listen to them repeatedly and allow their many layers and nuances to speak to us. This is called spiritual practice. So,
yes, it’s Advent again. But that is how it should be. We have a season ahead of us in which to rehearse and reenact the sacred story of
God Is on the Way! God Will Soon Be with Us in the Most Extraordinary Way! Hope is coming; love is coming. A shining realm of peace
and wholeness is, truly, coming. We have a season in which to give
our faith a workout, in which to exercise our hope muscles. Some
years make that exercise more difficult than others. But it’s Advent
now, and, as people of faith, we are called upon to exercise our
hope. If hope isn’t created for times such as these—when countries
are divided, when civil war annihilates whole communities and sends
refugees fleeing, when hungry children are ignored because their interests are of no interest to powerful entities, when human beings are
trafficked by the thousands to be used for sex or cheap labor, when
industry and wealth win over the health of the planet and all its creatures and the global community—if hope isn’t created for times such
as these, then why have hope at all?
So let’s try Advent once again. Let’s practice a hopeful way of being in the world.
-Sing the songs-Ring the bells-Put up the decorations-Tell the stories-Give lots and lots to all sorts of worthy charities-Open your home
to those who need welcome; pretend that each one of them is the
baby Jesus, born on the road and needing help-Use your creative
gifts: to write, bake, paint, act, make quilts or sound financial plansGo to church-Go to the neighborhood hang-out or the family partyPay attention to the kids and welcome their very selves-Don’t give up
prayer because life feels raw and scary-Don’t hurry through Advent
because you’re not terribly good at living it; just let it live in the real
life you have-Don’t forget that God loves you-And please don’t forget that God loves everybody else too.
He came for us all. Together, we wait for the holy child.
Join us for Holy Hour on Saturday afternoon @ 3:30 pm. Reconciliation is available at 4 pm. Benediction is at 4:30 pm.
IMPORTANT DATES:
Saturday, December 8th is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. This is a Holy Day of Obligation. The celebration will take place
at the regularly scheduled 5 pm Mass.
Wednesday, December 12th is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. There will be a special Mass celebrated in honor of this feast day @ 7 pm. Come enjoy the reenactment of this beautiful story. Refreshments will follow.
Monday, December 17th is our Parish Advent Reconciliation Service.

December 2nd, 2018
Ministry Calendar:
Book Club, Tuesday, Dec 4th
@ 1 pm
Evening Prayer, Wednesday,
Dec 5th @ 6pm
RCIA, Wednesday, Dec 5th @
6:45 pm in the Chapel
Book Club, Friday, Dec 7th @
7pm
Holy Hour, Saturday, Dec 8th
@ 3:30 pm
Family Faith Formation,
Sunday, Dec 9th @ 9:10 AM
Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Sunday, Dec 9th @ 10:30
AM Mass
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday @
10:30 am
Weekly Offering
November 25th collection:
$3,104..
Includes EFT.
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
John Meadows, Tony Custodio,
Agnes Jacobson, Hank Stockman, Margaret Drummer, Don
Paterson, Danica Truchlikova,
Anne Perkins.
And those who have died:
Gloria Bautista, Patty Wiesner,
Rose Knapp, Eileen Powditch,
Joanne Johns, Kindu Ellis
Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 1st, 2018, 5
pm
Sunday, December 2nd, 2018, 8
am
Sunday, December 2nd 2018,
10:30 am
Sunday, December 2nd,
2018,6 pm
Parishioners and Benefactors
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What have been the strengths of your prayer life? What habit of prayer could you
strengthen during the Advent season?
For Children: What have been the strengths of your prayer life? What habit of prayer could you
strengthen during the Advent season?
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner): Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved
in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it
has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from
clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
The St. Vincent de Paul Giving Tree – Once again the SVdP Conference of St. Augustine’s invites all
parishioners to join in providing gifts for our neighbors. The tree is available in the back of the church.
Please pick an ornament, sign the sheet, bring back an unwrapped gift by December 9th.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council is now operating a year long shelter. There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the week. For more information
please Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html
For more information on any of our projects, please contact kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com

Retreat: Spirituality and Conscious Aging. This retreat will explore the benefits and joys as well
as the challenges and concerns around retirement and aging. How do we live this stage of our life
well and see aging as a blessing? The combination of retirement and growing older provides an opportunity to live life differently. Discover how we can share our Spirit-given gifts, talents, and experience in new ways that bring joy to ourselves and others and give continued meaning and purpose
to our lives. San Damiano Retreat Center, Friday evening December 7 and Saturday, December 8
until 5 pm. Presented by Jim Briggs, retired Executive Director of the School of Applied Theology.
For information go to www.sandamiano.org (Click on Retreats Calendar) or phone # 925-8379141.
Christmas Schedule
Saturdays of Advent:

3:30 PM to 4:30 PM Adoration and Benediction

5th December, Wednesday:

Evening Prayer 6 PM

12th December, Wednesday: Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 7 PM
17th December, Monday:

7 PM Advent Reconciliation

19th December, Wednesday: Evening Prayer 6 PM
24th December, Monday

5 PM Children’s Mass/Christmas Pageant
11:30 PM Lessons and Carols, Midnight Mass

25th December, Tuesday:

10:30 AM Christmas Day Mass

1st January, Tuesday:

10:30 Am Immaculate Conception Mass

