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Christian Hope
Hope is a very important Christian virtue.
It is, technically, one of the so-called theological virtues - along with Faith and Charity.
We probably don’t think about it very often
as we are so taken up with the daily chores
of living.
But what gives all the separate pieces of
our lives ultimate meaning, what binds them
together into a cohesive whole, is our hope
in the future? Where we are headed gives
our day-to-day life meaning. We hope confidently that God is with us in our journey
through life and that God will welcome us
with open arms on our death. Hope is how
we grasp what we do not yet see or experience.
Advent time is a special time for the renewal of our hope. Stop and think about the
hope that comes to light with the birth of a
child. There is a fresh beginning, a sense of
continuity and renewal for everyone in the
family. Of course, we get emotional. We
talk about how “cute” the baby is. But the
reality that is going on within us is deeper
than that. And, it is more than rejoicing that
our DNA will survive into another generation. Our joyful reaction is a reaffirmation of
life, a rebirth of innocence, a calling us back
to our initial hopes, our initial conversion of

heart, our initial enthusiasm for this beautiful
creation that has been entrusted to us.
Of course, there are problems. Jesus
was certainly born into a world with lots of
problems and He continues to dwell with us
today – with all our problems.
But our hope reaches beyond our problems; it transcends them. We don’t just
have hope. We are hope, we breathe hope,
with live in hope.
This is the time for the conscious renewal
of our hope in the future and in the future of
the whole human family. For it is Christ
among us who gives us a reason to hope.
Let us be hope-filled this season.
Fr. Augustine
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Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” every
Sunday at 9:15 AM.
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the
group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.
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Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in forming
a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so
day and time has not yet been determined. For more information, please
contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it
free of charge.
St. Augustine Book Club
The next session of our parish book club will begin on Friday, November
9th. We will be reading St. Therese of Lisieux: A Transformation in Christ
by Thomas Keating. New members are welcome to join. Please contact Fr.
Augustine.
The meeting times are listed below:
Friday Group:
December 14th
Tuesday Group
December 11th

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Ministry Coordinator
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donaKaren Glen
tions in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Music Class
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how to
read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 pm in the
church.
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator
Maranatha…..come Lord Jesus. Advent is upon us and as
we wait in joyful expectation, I pray that each of you is able to
spend some time in quiet with our Lord and his mother Mary.
One way to schedule some time for this is to join us for Holy
Hour on Saturday afternoon @ 3:30 pm. Exposition of the Holy
Eucharist begins at 3:30 pm. This is a wonderful time to sit in
silence and reflection. Reconciliation is available beginning at 4
pm. The Holy Hour concludes with Benediction (song and
prayer) at 4:30 pm. Another opportunity is our Advent Evening
prayer on Wednesday, December 19th @ 6 pm. This is only 30
minutes of prayer that includes music, prayer and meditation. It
is well worth the effort to come. And finally, let us not forget the
beautiful Advent Reconciliation Service on Monday, December
17th @ 7 pm. A reflection on Reconciliation will be given by Fr.
Michael Dodds OP, followed by the sacrament of individual reconciliation. We have invited 7 priests to be available to minister
to our community on this special evening. I hope you can take
advantage of this opportunity.

December 9th, 2018
Ministry Calendar:
Book Club, Tuesday, Dec
11th @ 1 pm
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mass, Wednesday, Dec 12th @
7pm
RCIA, Wednesday, Dec 12th
@ 6:45 pm in the Chapel
Book Club, Friday, Dec 14th
@ 7pm
Holy Hour, Saturday, Dec
15th @ 3:30 pm
Family Faith Formation,
Sunday, Dec 16th @ 9:10 AM
Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Sunday, Dec 16th @
10:30 AM Mass

RCIA Dismissal, Sunday
@ 10:30 am Mass
Weekly Offering
December 2nd, collection:
$3,350
Includes EFT.
Wildfire Relief: $2,293
In Our Prayers

IMPORTANT DATES:
th

Wednesday, December 12 is the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe (Patroness of the Americas). There will be a
special Mass celebrated in honor of this feast day @ 7
pm. Come enjoy the re-enactment of this beautiful story,
Miracle of Tepeyac. The events of this miracle are of
great importance. The five apparitions of the Lady of
Guadalupe resulted in the conversion of over 8 million
Aztec Indians to Catholicism in seven years. The story is
being re enacted by members of our Young Adult Community during the Mass. Refreshments and fellowship will
follow.
Monday, December 17th: Parish
Advent Reconciliation Service.
Join us for the prayer service
including a reflection on Reconciliation by Father Michael
Dodds OP. Opportunity for individual confession follows the
service.

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
John Meadows, Tony Custodio,
Agnes Jacobson, Hank Stockman, Margaret Drummer, Don
Paterson, Danica Truchlikova,
Anne Perkins, Mary Washington.
And those who have died:
Gloria Bautista, Patty Wiesner,
Rose Knapp, Eileen Powditch,
Joanne Johns, Kindu Ellis
Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 8th, 2018, 5
pm
Sunday, December 9th, 2018, 8
am
Sunday, December 9th,2018,
10:30 am
Sunday, December 9th,
2018,6 pm
Parishioners and Benefactors
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: In what areas of your life do you need God’s forgiveness right now? What Advent practice
would assist you in expressing your repentance.
For Children: What do you want to ask God to forgive you for? What can you do during Advent to
show you are sorry?

The St. Vincent de Paul Giving Tree – Once again the SVdP Conference of St. Augustine’s invites all parishioners to join in providing gifts for our neighbors. The tree is available in the
back of the church. Please pick an ornament, sign the sheet, bring back an unwrapped gift by
December 9th.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council is now operating a year
long shelter. There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the week. For more
information please Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html
Mystery and Joy: A Christmas Miracle, a concert of medieval and renaissance music, will be held
Dec. 22, 8 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalen Parish, 2005 Berryman St., Berkeley. Tickets range $15 -$35
and discounts are available at https://mysteryandjoy.brownpapertickets.com. The evening beings with
a pre-concert lecture by John Prescott at 7:30 p.m. For more information, contact acanepa@marymagdalen.org or 510.526.4811
Night of the Father's Love, a Christmas Musical Celebration will be held on Dec. 8 at 8 p.m. at St.
Bonaventure Catholic Community, 5562 Clayton Rd., Concord. Enjoy the music from the 30plus-voice
ecumenical choir and orchestra, and join them in well-known carols. A freewill offering will be collected.
A reception will immediately follow the concert, in the adjoining Hospitality Room.

Christmas Schedule
Saturdays of Advent:

3:30 PM to 4:30 PM Adoration and Benediction

12th December, Wednesday: Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 7 PM
17th December, Monday:

7 PM Advent Reconciliation

19th December, Wednesday: Evening Prayer 6 PM
24th December, Monday

5 PM Children’s Mass/Christmas Pageant
11:30 PM Lessons and Carols, Midnight Mass

25th December, Tuesday:

10:30 AM Christmas Day Mass

1st January, Tuesday:

10:30 Am Immaculate Conception Mass

