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• Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time•

February 10th, 2019

Our Lady of Lourdes
Our Lady of Lourdes is a title of the Blessed
Virgin Mary venerated in honor of the Marian apparitions, that occurred in 1858 in the vicinity of
Lourdes in France. The first of these is the apparition of 11 February 1858, when 14 year old Bernadette Soubirous told her mother that a "lady" spoke
to her in the cave of Massabielle (1 mile from the
town) while she was gathering firewood with her
sister and a friend. Similar apparitions of the "Lady"
were reported on seventeen occasions that year,
until the climax revelation of Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception took place.
Bernadette Soubirous was a simple 14-year-old
peasant girl of no significant educational experience; Soubirous claimed she saw “uo petito damizelo”, "a petite damsel," in white, with a golden rosary and blue belt fastened around her waist, and
two golden roses at her feet. In subsequent visitations she heard the lady speak to her, saying Que
soy Immaculada Concepcion (I am the Immaculate
Conception), and asking that a chapel be built
there. At first ridiculed, questioned, and belittled by
Church officials and other contemporaries,
Soubirous insisted on her vision. Eventually, the
Church believed her, and she was canonized by
Pope Pius XI in 1933.
After church investigations confirmed her visions, a large church was built at the site.
Lourdes is now a major Marian pilgrimage site:
within France, only Paris has more hotels than
Lourdes.
The feast day of Our Lady of Lourdes is celebrated on February 11th. It is also the World Day of
the Sick, instituted in 1992 by Pope John Paul II.
The feast of Lourdes was chosen because many

pilgrims and visitors to Lourdes have reportedly
been healed by intercessions to the Blessed Virgin.
The many miracles in Lourdes are well documented. It is a wonderful occasion for us to remember all the sick in our parish, in our families and
around the world. May the Blessed Virgin, through
her prayers, bring healing, comfort and forgiveness.
I had an opportunity to be on a pilgrimage to
Lourdes and to concelebrate Holy Mass. It is one of
the most serene and prayerful places one can visit.
Our Lady of Lourdes, Pray for us.
Father Augustine
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:15 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.
End of Year Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.
Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a
copy mailed to you

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Consaintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
tact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111
gladly repair it free of charge.

Parish staff

Children’s Choir

Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net

April would like to start a children's choir. Interested parents should contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or mail: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see
her after Mass

Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Musical Production
She is also looking for singers, actors, and dancers for a production of
Marty Haugen's musical "That You May Have Life: Stories from the Gospel
of John". Please contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or
email: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see her after Mass.

Ministry Coordinator
Music Class
Karen Glen
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

pm in the church.

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in
forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined. For more
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator

How do we grow in holiness during Ordinary Time ~ Part 2 of
3

We are now back into the “ordinary” time of the Church’s liturgical year - until March 6th when Lent begins this year. So
how do we grow in holiness during “ordinary” time? All of us if
we are somewhat serious about our Faith life work on some
spiritual things during Advent and Christmas and Lent and
Easter, but what about outside of those high points? A few
things to consider: Obedience, Humility and our Desire for Holiness:
Humility: It takes humility to be willing to follow God and the
Catholic faith when life comes up against us, and it would
be more pleasant to take the “easy” path of compromise
and rationalization. So many Christians today are
“friends” of the world, but as the saints say, you can’t be
a friend of God if you are a friend of the world at the
same time: see e.g., St. Ignatius of Antioch.
The “world” in this context of the spiritual life doesn’t mean
the beauty of creation or the material creation we live in
on earth – it means the worldly mentality which is so
prevalent today: living life as if God doesn’t exist, or if He
does exist, He doesn’t care what we do here on earth
morally or spiritually.
That is one of the main lies of the Evil One, the devil, who
tries to trick all humans into thinking they can be God, the
arbiter of Good and evil – which is the original temptation
that man gave into as laid out in the Garden of Eden
story.
In contrast we are called to be like St. John the Baptist who
pointed people to Jesus and who said Jesus must increase while I must decrease. We need to acknowledge
our weakness and our spiritual blindness, so that Jesus
can heal us over time. That takes real humility.
How serious are we about growing in holiness? Let’s take the
next four weeks before Lent and work on the most important
thing in earthly life: growing in holiness.
MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK: Word on Fire
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK:
bible/

https://www.catholic.org/

BOOK OF THE WEEK: Catholic All February: Traditional
Catholic prayers, Bible passages, songs, and devotions for the
month of the Holy Family (Catholic All Year Companion)

Ministry Calendar:

NO Faith Formation, Sunday, Feb 17th
NO Children’s Liturgy of the
Word, Sunday, Feb 17th
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday, Feb
17th, @ 10:30 am Mass
RCIA Class on Sunday, Feb
17th, @ 12 noon
Weekly Offering
February 3rd, collection: $2,915.
Includes EFT
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Tony
Custodio, Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Michelle Damodaran,
Kevin Rezak.
And those who have died:
Joanne Johns, Curtis Helton, Fr.
Dan Danielson, Fr. Patrick Goodwin, Lorenzo Rothwell, Fr. Brian
Joyce.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 9th, 2019, 5
pm
Sunday, February 10th, 2019, 8
am
Parishioners and Benefactors
Sunday, February 10th, 2019,
10:30 am
Sunday, February 10th, 2019, 6
pm
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When have you felt inadequate in a task or role you were given? How do you respond?
For Children: When have you been asked to do something you felt might be too hard for you? What
did you do?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
The Family Faith Formation Team is collecting small travel size cosmetics, new unopened crew white
socks and small ready to eat foods (lunch box size) for our socks of love project, for February. Please
donate by leaving the items in the big box wrapped with love in the vestibule of the church. We will be
collecting these items until the last weekend in February. For more information contact Karen at the
Parish office.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council is now operating a year long shelter.
There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the week. For more information please
Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html

Flood Relief Thank You Letter
St. Augustine Parish
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland CA 94609-1106, USA
Dear Parishioners of St. Augustine,
We extend our sincere thanks to you for your generous contribution of US Dollar 9984 (Indian Rupees
727 716.00) in view of the relief work for the flood affected people of Kuttanad in the Archeparchy of
Changanacherry. It is the goodwill and timely assistance of many generous people that enabled us to rescue the trapped ones and to extend relief during and after the floods to all concerned.
Cooperating with the Government of Kerala towards the reconstruction of Kuttanad, the Archeparchy
has already drafted a major project. We feel duty-bound to implement this uphill task in a span of three
years with the unreserved support of other dioceses, religious congregations, parishes, social service societies, charitable agencies and individuals' Your assistance will definitely speed up the process of implementation. It is our humble prayer that the good Lord grant you blessings a hundred fold. Holding hands
with the people of Kuttanad, we do say, 'Thank You'.
Yours Sincerely in Lord Jesus Christ
Archbishop Joseph Perumthottam
Metropolitan Archbishop of Changanacherry

