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We are in the midst of social and cultural up-
heavals. It is not anything totally new. Every era, 
every age has its own challenges. To put it in 
Charles Dickens words, “it was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it 
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of be-
lief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the sea-
son of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was 
the spring of hope, it was the winter of de-
spair…” (A Tale of Two Cities) 

  

Watching TV or the news gives one such a feel-
ing of paradox. We have great achievements in 
science and technology and millions of people 
around the world are enjoying a greater quality of 
life than ever before. However, the problems of 
immigration, refugees, war, violence, the faces of 
suffering people, crying babies, etc. continue to 
haunt us.  

  

All these can be disheartening or they can be a 
wakeup call. Instead of feeling helpless each of us 
is asked to do what we can. As the adage goes, “it 
is better to light a candle than to curse the dark-
ness.” 

  

Together with the Catholic Charities of the East 
Bay, our parish wants to help the immigrants. We 
would like to sponsor a family for 3 months. It re-
quires $8,000. We would hand over the sum to 
Catholic Charities for the care of the family. 

  

It is praise-worthy that the Young Adult Group 
of our parish has already come forward to partici-
pate in the mission. Also, some members of our 
parish have expressed the desire to form a com-
mittee/group that can work for the welfare of the 
immigrants and refugees as well as for social jus-

tice. If any members of our Church would like join 
such a committee, kindly contact the parish office 
with your name, phone number and email address. 

  

Christian Faith is all about helping people, es-
pecially the weak and unfortunate of our society. 
“‘If any of your fellow [men] become poor and are 
unable to support themselves among you, help 
them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so 
they can continue to live among you…” (Leviticus 
25:35) 

  

“The foreigner residing among you must be 
treated as your native-born. Love them as your-
self, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am 
the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 19:34). 

  

“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, 
for by so doing, some people have 
shown hospitality to angels without knowing 
it.” (Hebrews 13:2)  

  

Father Augustine 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Be a Light 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:   What unavoidable weakness in yourself do you struggle to accept? 
 

For Children:  What have you wished would be different or better about you? 

 

  
Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):  
 

 Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a 

Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church 

which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope 

Francis #49.    

 

Bishop Michael Barber asks us to continue to pray and work toward a solution for children and their fami-

lies at our borders. "I stand with my brother bishops in supporting and praying for the families suffering 

at the U.S - Mexico border," he said. "As Cardinal Dolan so eloquently told CNN, 'You can have secure 

and safe borders ... while still maintaining that grand American heritage of welcome of the immigrant 

and refugee.' The Catholic Church stands for the dignity of all human life.” “We care for babies, 

whether they are in the womb or at the border,” Bishop Barber said. “Mercy and justice must be given, 

together, to bring an end to this travesty. “I would like to invite all Catholics to call your Congressional 

Representatives and Senators and ask them to do everything they can do to shine a light on this situa-

tion. Catholic Charities has already launched a website you can use for that purpose 

 

Catholic Charities USA Action Center : We provide a voice for the most vulnerable and marginalized 

members of society to the federal government. Join USCCB/Migration and Refugee Services and 

Catholic Charities USA today to help make a difference.  Please email us at familysepara-

tion@usccb.org or socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org with information and questions. 

 

St. Augustine Parish Community to Co-Sponsor a Refugee Family: The Parish Community of St. 

Augustine’s in collaboration with our Young Adults Ministry will be working with Catholic Charities to 

co-sponsor a refugee family.  We are in the process of gathering information and forming a group to 

participate in the many aspects and opportunities of welcoming a family.  If you would like to be a part 

of this ministry outreach please contact Karen at (510) 653-8631 or kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com  

Prayer of Trust 

 
“The same everlasting Father who cares for you today will take care of you tomorrow and every 

day. Either He will shield you from suffering or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it. 

 Be at peace and then put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations.” 

RETREATS  
  

San Damiano Retreat Center 710 Highland Dr., Danville, 925.837.9141, katerik@sandamiano.org, San-

Damiano.org July 22-27: The World Will be Saved by Beauty (5-Day Silent Contemplative Retreat) with Fr. Dan 

Riley, OFM July 27-29:   
 

The Beatitudes:  Jesus’ 8-Step Program for Happiness (Silent Retreat) with Fr. Patrick Foley  
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 From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator 
 

Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Listed below are some questions and 

answers about RCIA. (Part 1of 5) 
 

What are the steps of RCIA? 

Prior to beginning the RCIA process, an individual comes to some 

knowledge of Jesus Christ, considers his or her relationship with Je-

sus Christ and is usually attracted in some way to the Catholic 

Church. This period is known as the Period of Evangelization and Pre

-catechumenate. For some, this process involves a long period of 

searching; for others, a shorter time. Often, contact with people of 

faith and a personal faith experience lead people to inquire about the 

Catholic Church. After a conversation with a priest, or RCIA director, 

the person, known as an "inquirer," may seek acceptance into the Or-

der of Catechumens, through the Rite of Acceptance. During this 

Rite, the inquirer stands amidst the parish community and states that 

he or she wants to become a baptized member of the Catholic Church. 

The parish assembly affirms this desire and the inquirer becomes a 

Catechumen. The Period of the Catechumenate can last for as long as 

several years or for a shorter time. It depends on how the person is 

growing in faith, what questions they encounter along the way, and 

how God leads them on this journey. During this time, the Catechu-

mens consider what God is saying to them in the Scriptures, what 

changes in their life they need to make to respond to God's inspira-

tion, and what Baptism in the Catholic Church means. When a Cate-

chumen and the priest and the parish team working with him or her 

believes the person is ready to make a faith commitment to Jesus in 

the Catholic Church, the next step is the request for baptism and the 

celebration of the Rite of Election. Even before the Catechumens are 

baptized, they have a special relationship to the Church. 
 

RCIA - Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catho-

lic? Have you received the Sacraments of Baptism and First Holy Com-

munion and desire Confirmation?   The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults Inquiry begins July 29th.  Please contact Karen 

kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com or Jay Mitchell jwmstau-

gustine@live.com for more information.  

                                                             

Third Annual RCIA Ice Cream Social will be held on Sunday, July 

29th, following the 10:30am Mass.  We invite all to join together and 

welcome those inquiring into the Catholic Faith.  If you know someone 

who might be interested please invite them to come along. 
 

SAVE THE DATE NOW:  On Sunday, August 26th, we will be 

celebrating the Feast Day of St. Augustine.  There will be only one 

Mass that Sunday at 10:30 am.  After the Mass we will celebrate as a 

community of faith.  Please watch the bulletin for more information. 

 

Ministry Calendar 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

will resume at the end of July 
 

Family Faith Formation regis-

tration will begin for the 2018-2019 

year in August 
 

RCIA Ice Cream Social will 

take place on the last Sunday, July 

29th
 

St. Augustine Feast Day Cele-

bration is Sunday, August 26th fol-

lowing the 10:30 am Mass 

Weekly Offering 

July 1st, collection. $3,524. 

Includes EFT.  
 

Peter’s Pence Collection: $444 
 

In Our Prayers 
 

Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill:  Anita Eble, Ei-

leen Powditch, Elaine Zabriskie, 

Patricia Sims, Patricia Watkins, 

Danica Truchlikova, Mary Orgon 

 

And those who have died:  Arthur 

A.J. Jacob. Vivian Richardi, Elea-

nore Schamshala, Fr. Jim McGee, 

Fr. George Fitzgerald                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday, July 7th 2018, 5 pm  
 

Sunday, July 8th, 2018, 8 am 

Parishioners & Benefactors 
 

Sunday, July 8th, 2018, 10:30 am 

Thanksgiving 
 

Sunday, July 8th, 6 pm 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 
 Parochial Administrator 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
(510) 653-8631 ext 100 

pastorachurch@comcast.net 
 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Ministry Coordinator 
Karen Glen 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish News 
 

Welcome 

    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form lo-

cated on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  

You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

 

 Prayer Tree 

Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” on 

the 1st Sunday of the month. Rosary for Peace begins at 9:15 AM , on fol-

lowing days in 2018:  August 5th, September 2nd, October 7th, November 

4th, and December 2nd. 

 

Young Adults Group 

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm 

in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information about 

the group, please email Richard Kearney at rkearney89@gmail.com.  
 

 

Matching Gift Program - Help Your Parish 

If your company/place of employment has a matching gift program, 

please contact your HR department for details on how to double your St. 

Augustine's plate contribution. 
 

Rosary Repairs 

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Contact 

Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair 

it free of charge. 
 

St. Augustine Parish Cookbook 
 

Have you enjoyed some of the special treats at the St. Augustine hospi-

tality table? Did you go back for more only to find that tasty bite all gone? 

Did you wish you had the recipe? Here is your opportunity to share your 

favorite recipes and enjoy those of others in our wonderful parish.  We are 

planning to publish a St. Augustine Parish Cookbook and have it ready for 

sale at the November Harvest Craft Fair but we need your help. 

Please share your wonderful recipes for this publication. Send any and 

all. We want to see a variety that mirrors the diversity of our parish. Send 

your family favorites, special appetizers, quick meals, baked goods, tips 

and shopping tricks. If you liked something at the hospitality table, find out 

who made it and needle them until they submit the recipe. If you are not 

sure the recipe is appropriate, send it anyway. Let the foodie editors decide. 

Send your recipes in a Word format with a picture if you have one 

to wandatziemba@gmail.com.  If you prefer to submit in hard copy, bring 

to the 10:30 mass. Look for me. I am the choir member who wears cowboy 

boots to Mass. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  Leave dona-

tions in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank You. 
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