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The Imitation of Christ
Renewal is part of human life and organization.
People take vacations, go on retreats and spiritual
exercises, plan travels and relaxation and a host of
other activities to rejuvenate and make themselves
more effective and efficient. Similarly organizations,
too, go through phases of renewal, reorganization
and restructuring. How often have we come across
companies and corporations that are losing money
finally wake up to change and restructuring! Maybe
a new vision is needed as well!.
Church as a divine-human organization often
needs change, renewal, restructuring and refocusing. In its 2000 year old history, Church has witnessed many changes in structures, organization
and clarion calls to refocus on Jesus Christ, the
head of the church.
The 14th century was no different. It witnessed
the western schism. It is the period from 1378 to
1417, when there were two, and later, three, rival popes, each with his own following, his own Sacred College of Cardinals, and his own administrative offices. Then, there was the Black Death which
killed nearly one-third of the population of Europe.
There was widespread unrest, wars, starvation and
poverty leading to despair and a sense of hopelessness.
In the midst of it all arose a new movement
called Devotio Moderna (modern/new devotion). It
was promoted by a Dutch scholar named Geert
Groote. He organized his followers into communities called Brothers/Sisters of the Common Life.
They strove to imitate the lives of the early Christians. They had no interest in philosophy, scholastic
theology, Church politics…through simplicity, humility and great faith they tried to develop an intimate

relationship with God…devotion to Jesus, to prayer
and meditation.
The book, The Imitation of Christ, came from
this group – the Brothers of the Common Life. It
was probably conference notes for their novices.
Thomas A Kempis, a member of the Brothers of the
Common Life, collected and translated them into
Latin from original Netherlandish. He may, also,
have written parts of it.
The book is an invitation to live a life totally centered on Jesus Christ with same zeal and focus of
the apostolic Christianity. It is scriptural and it is utterly Christ-centered. Just as the title suggests, its
message is: study the life of Jesus Christ and
pattern your life after Christ. It is a timeless message for all times!
Our book club will be reading the book for the
Season of Lent. If you want to join the book club
kindly contact Father Augustine or the parish office.
Father Augustine
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:15 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.
End of Year Statements
End of year tax statements are now available for registered parishioners.
Please call Linda in the Rectory office at (510) 653-8631 if you would like a
copy mailed to you

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Consaintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
tact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111
gladly repair it free of charge.

Parish staff

Children’s Choir

Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net

April would like to start a children's choir. Interested parents should contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or mail: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see
her after Mass

Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Musical Production
She is also looking for singers, actors, and dancers for a production of
Marty Haugen's musical "That You May Have Life: Stories from the Gospel
of John". Please contact her by phone: 510-504-4784 or
email: april.mcneely@gmail.com or see her after Mass.

Ministry Coordinator
Music Class
Karen Glen
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

pm in the church.

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Mom and Dad’s Group
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in
forming a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so day and time has not yet been determined. For more
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com
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From the Desk of the Ministry Coordinator

Dear Brothers and Sisters, during Lent our community will participate in CRS Rice Bowl, a faith-in-action program that invites us to
encounter the needs of the world with the hope of the Resurrection.
We will reflect on how this encounter can be transformative. We will
see how our Lenten prayers, fasting and almsgiving can respond to
Pope Francis’s invitation to Share the Journey by supporting those
worldwide who are forced to flee their homes to find safety or better
opportunities. As we prepare for this holy season, it is important to
come together as a family and reflect on the crosses of hunger, poverty and war that our brothers and sisters forced to flee their homes
carry. In so doing, we pledge to stand alongside these members of
our human family, supporting them as the Gospel calls us to do.
Please consider these suggestions in your family’s Lenten plan:
Use your CRS Rice Bowl and Lenten Calendar daily to guide your
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Read the Stories of Hope and daily reflections to inspire your
Lenten journey— and guide your Lenten almsgiving.
Prepare simple, meatless meals on the Fridays of Lent to eat in
solidarity with our brothers and sisters around the world.
Visit crsricebowl.org to watch videos of the people and communities you support through your Lenten gifts to CRS Rice Bowl.
We will collect your CRS Rice Bowls at the end of Lent, so stay
tuned to learn more. Thank you for participating in CRS Rice Bowl
with your family. P.S. Did you know that CRS Rice Bowl offers an
app to accompany your Lenten journey? You can download it in the
iTunes or Google Play stores, or visit crsricebowl.org/app.
JOIN in the Mardi Gras Celebration: Next Sunday, March 3rd following the 10:30 am Mass. We invite everyone to bring a dish to share.
If you are not sure what to share, you can pick up a recipe in the vestibule of the church or email Karen Glen, Ministry Coordinator @
kglen.staugustinemc@gmail.com for suggestions.
ALLOW some time and equip yourself for a fruitful Lenten Season.
We will have many different resources for your convenience. Pick up
a “Little Black Book”, a Lenten Calendar, a CRS Rice Bowl, and
many other resources on Sunday, March 2nd following all the
Masses. For more information please call Karen @ 510-653-8631
Ext. 203
PREPARE to make this the BEST LENT EVER, by signing up to receive daily emails and reflections @ https://dynamiccatholic.com/
best-lent-ever
MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK: crsricebowl.org/app
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent
-ever
BOOK OF THE WEEK: Beautiful Hope, by Matthew Kelly, available at Dynamic Catholic

Ministry Calendar:
All Family Faith Formation,
Sunday, Mar 3rd @ 9:10 am
Children’s Liturgy of the Word,
Sunday, Mar 3rd @ 10:30 am
RCIA Dismissal, Sunday, Mar 3rd
@ 10:30 am Mass
Parish Mardi Gras Celebration,
Mar 3rd @ 12 noon
Weekly Offering
February 17th, collection: $3,018
Includes EFT
In Our Prayers
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Tony Custodio,
Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Michelle Damodaran, Kevin Rezak,
Arianna Kervasan, Sarah Anne,
Thomas.
And those who have died:
Joanne Johns, Curtis Helton, Fr.
Dan Danielson, Fr. Patrick Goodwin, Lorenzo Rothwell, Fr. Brian
Joyce, Lorenzo Kervasan.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 23rd, 2019, 5
pm
Sunday, February 24th, 2019, 8 am
Sunday, February 24th, 2019, 10:30
am
Maria Elena Flores (-)
Sunday, February 24th, 2019, 6
pm
Parishioners and Benefactors
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What has allowed you to overcome obstacles and forgive someone who has hurt you?
For Children: When has it been hard to forgive someone who hurt you? What did you do?

Joy of the Gospel (Our Social Justice corner):
Look here for exciting opportunities to get involved in serving others in our community. “I prefer a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis #49.
ENCOUNTER LENT: Join our faith community- and more than 14,000 Catholic Communities across the
United States – in a life changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. CRS Rice Bowls
will be available in the vestibule of the church beginning next week. During the 40 Days of Lent, we will
encounter the needs of the world. And don’t forget to download the CRS Rice Bowl app.
NEW VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: The Alameda County District Council of St. Vincent de Paul is now operating a year round shelter. There is opportunity to help serve the homeless every day of the week.
For more information please Contact the Volunteer Team:
volunteer@svdp-alameda.org or call 510-877-9252
For other volunteer opportunities:
http://www.svdp-alameda.org/
http://www.oaklandcatholicworker.org/volunteer.html
Magnificat SOTI, a Ministry for Catholic Women, invites all women for their prayer breakfast on March
9, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Crowne Plaza, 45 John Glenn Drive, Concord. Barbara Nicolosi Harrington, a
Hollywood writer, producer, story consultant and production company executive for over 20 years will be
the speaker. Some of her projects include The Passion of the Christ, Joan of Arcadia, and Saving Grace.
She is the founder of ACT ONE, a non-profit educational program to help Christians enter careers in the
entertainment industry. Men are always welcome. Tickets are $33/$40 after March 2. For more information:
https://magnificat-ministry.net/ca-walnut-creek. Email Magnificatsotirsvp@gmail.com or call Kim Sullivan at
925-683-8220 for tickets or questions.
Join Passionists Father Tom Bonacci for the St. Bonaventure parish mission on “Hospitality and Discipleship: The Greatest among You Serves.” Father Bonacci is the director of the Interfaith Peace Project
and noted for his scriptural scholarship and engaging presentations. The retreat is March 18-20, at both 10
a.m. and 7 p.m. (different sessions in morning and evening; morning session begins with 9 a.m. Mass). St.
Bonaventure Catholic Community, 5562 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521. For more information contact
gcattalini@stbonaventure.net.
24 Hours for the Lord All the faithful from throughout the Diocese of Oakland are invited to spend time
with our Lord in adoration and confessions during a 24-hour opportunity from March 8, 5 p.m. to March 9, 5
p.m. During the 24 hours visit one of these participating churches: Holy Spirit, Fremont; Immaculate Heart
of Mary, Brentwood; St. Bonaventure, Concord; St. Catherine of Siena, Martinez; St. Joan of Arc, San
Ramon; St. John the Baptist, San Lorenzo; St. Mark, Richmond; St. Patrick, Rodeo. Bishop Michael Barber
will celebrate the opening Mass on March 8, 7:30 p.m. at Holy Spirit Church, 37588 Fremont Blvd, Fremont. A closing Mass will be celebrated March 9. 5:30 p.m. at St. Joan of Arc Church, 2601 San Ramon
Valley Blvd, San Ramon. A flyer is available.

