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Celebrate Mercy

"The Return of the Prodigal Son" is an oil
painting by Rembrandt. It is among the Dutch
master’s final works, likely completed within two
years of his death in 1669. Some critiques have
claimed it as the greatest painting ever!

In the painting, the son has returned home in
a wretched state from travels in which he has
wasted his inheritance, and fallen into poverty
and despair. He kneels before his father in re-
pentance, wishing for forgiveness and a re-
newed place in the family, having realized that
even his father’s servants had a better station
in life than he. His father receives him with a
tender gesture. His hands seem to suggest
mothering and fathering at once; the left ap-
pears larger and more masculine, set on the
son’s shoulder, while the right is softer, and
more receptive, in gesture. Standing at the right
is the prodigal son’s older brother, who crosses
his hands in judgment.

Today’s Gospel presents great rejoicing in the
Father’s house as the son returns. Repentance and
forgiveness are the central themes of Lent. They
bring great joy to our hearts and to the people
around us.

Then the son said to him, ‘Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you; | am
no longer worthy to be called your son.” But
the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring
out a robe—the best one—and put it on him;

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his
feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine
was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found!” And they began to celebrate.
(Luke 15: 21-24)

Today, we look with expectation to the great So-
lemnity of Easter, for which we have been prepar-
ing ourselves as a Church, during the Lenten sea-
son. By its anticipation of the joy of Easter, Laetare
Sunday is meant to give us hope and encourage-
ment as we slowly progress towards the Paschal
Feast.

The season of Lent invites us to celebrate God’s
mercy. We are invited to be merciful and not stand
in judgment over others.

Father Augustine
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” every
Sunday at 9:10 AM.

Young Adults Group

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
in the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the
group, please email Richard Kearney at rkear-
ney89@amail.com.

St. Vincent dePaul Easter Boxes

St Vincent de Paul is offering Easter baskets by special order for $15.00
each. They will be available after April 10th and can be picked up after the
Holy Mass on the weekend of April 13 and 14 or by special arrangement.
Please contact Maureen Wikander (510-847-3585) by phone or text on or
before April 6th with the child's age and gender.

Rosary Repairs

Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact
Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will gladly repair it
free of charge.

Mom and Dadds Group

Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in forming
a Mom and Dad’s Group. This is in the beginning organizational stage, so
day and time has not yet been determined. For more information, please
contact Kristine Smith at her email: klopez1214@gmail.com

Why Should | Give to the Bishop's Appeal?

The word “Catholic” means “universal,” and our faith cares for all our sis-
ters and brothers regardless of the parish in which they worship. One should
give to the Appeal because there are certain ministries and services that
cannot be provided by a parish, but only by a diocese. Can a parish recruit,
educate, and form seminarians? Can a parish pay for a pension and needed
medical care for our retired clergy? Can a parish support a diaconate pro-
gram and ethnic ministries? Can a parish support schools and other par-
ishes facing financial distress or an unexpected emergency? Some people
may say that as long as we support our parish, we should not be concerned
with the needs of other parishes, schools, recruitment, education and forma-
tion of our future clergy, and forming our youth and young adults in our faith
beyond our own parish. Through the Bishop’s Appeal, the diocese is able to
carry out these ministries which is only possible through the generosity of
our parishioners.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR

LIVING LENT ~ THE FOURTH WEEK : Laetare Sunday\REJOICE!!

Laetaremeans "Rejoice" in Latin. The 40 days of Lent are a time fo
solemnity according to Roman Catholic doctrine, so how is it possible
celebrate during a time for meditative reflection? Quite simply, the chuf
recognized that people need a break from sorrow. The fourth Sunday \
considered a day of relaxation from the normal rigors of Lent. It was a
day of hope withEaster within sight. In both the traditional Latin Mass
and even after the shortening of church rituals during Mass with
the Novus Ordo, the short chant that saing prior to the Eucharist is from
is Isaiah 66:1011, which begins Laetare, Jerusalemhich means
"Rejoice, O Jerusalem." Because the midpoint of Lent is the Thursday
the third week of Lent, Laetare Sunday has traditionally been viewed a|
day of celebration, on which the austerity of Lent is briefly lessened. Th
passage from Isaiah continues, "Rejoice with joy, you that have been if
sorrow," and on Laetare Sunday, the purple vestments and altar cloths
Lent are set aside, and rose ones are used instead. Flowers, which are
mally forbidden during Lent, may be placed on the altar. Laetare Sund
is also known as Rose Sunday, Refreshment Sunday, or Mothering S
day.Historically, servants were released from service for the day to visi
their mothers, hence theerm "Mothering Sunday."Laetare Sunday has
counterpart in Adventseason or the Christmas season in preparation o
the birth of Jesussaudete Sundaig the third Sunday of Advent when
purple vestments are exchanged for rose oriHge point of both days is t
provide you with encouragement as you progress toward the end of e
respective penitential season.Scott P. Richert (ThoughtCo)
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MAKE SURE TO PICK UP A PARISH CALENDAR FOR MARCH
IN THE VESTIBULE

MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK: pray-as-you-go.org
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: Cruxnow.com
BOOKOF THEWEEK: nJesus of

Pope Benedict XVI

CRS Rice Bowls are now available in the vestibule of the
church. And donét forget to
You can download it in the iTunes or Google Play stores, or visit
crsricebowl.org/app.
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Weekly Calendar:
Tues: April 2nd
1pm: Book Club
6:30 pm: Soup & Stations of
the Cross
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AS Wed: April 3rd
6 pm ~ Evening Prayer
7pm ~ Choir

Fri: April 5th
12 pm: Stations of the
Cross
7 pm: Book Club
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Sat: April 6th
bf  4pm: Reconciliation
nor-opm: Vigil Mass

Y Sun: April 7th

1~ 8am: Holy Mass

9:10 am: Faith Formation

10:30 am: Holy Mass
RCIA Dismissal
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12 pm: RCIA Class

6 pm: Holy Mass
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IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Tony
Custodio, Michelle Damodaran,
Kevin Rezak, Kurt Lutjens, Thomas,

And those who have died: Fr.
Brian Joyce, Lorezno Kervasan, Fr.
Paul Minniham, Mary Ellen
McManus

Mass Intentions
Saturday, March 30th 5 pm Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors

Sunday, March 31st, 10:30 am
\assy Weeko
Bruno Andrighetto (+)

WEEKLY OFFERING
n | Marehd24ti, Calectiom$2,94B8 1 C
(including EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: When have you been generous enough to forgive someone who hurt you deeply?

For Children: Is there someone you need to forgive or ask forgiveness of?

Joy of the Gospel (our Social Justice Corner)

Journey through LENT: Join our faith community- and more than 14,000 Catholic Communities across the
United States — in a life changing Lenten journey of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. We will reflect on how
this encounter can be transformative. We will see how our Lenten prayers, fasting and almsgiving can re-
spond to Pope Francis’s invitation to Share the Journey by supporting those worldwide who are forced to
flee their homes to find safety or better opportunities. As we prepare for this holy season, it is important to
come together as a family and reflect on the crosses of hunger, poverty and war that our brothers and sis-
ters forced to flee their homes carry. In so doing, we pledge to stand alongside these members of our hu-
man family, supporting them as the Gospel calls us to do. Please consider these suggestions in your fam-
ily’s Lenten plan:

Use your CRS Rice Bowl and Lenten Calendar daily to guide your prayer, fasting and almsgiving.

Read the Stories of Hope and daily reflections to inspire your Lenten journey— and guide your Lenten
almsgiving.

Prepare simple, meatless meals on the Fridays of Lent to eat in solidarity with our brothers and sisters
around the world.

Visit crsricebowl.org to watch videos of the people and communities you support through your Lenten
gifts to CRS Rice Bowl.

2019 Lenten Schedule

Stations of the Cross and Soup Supper: Tuesdays during Lent 6:30 pm
Stations of the Cross: Fridays during Lent 12:10 pm
Evening Prayer: Wednesdays during Lent,- 6 pm

Holy Week

Reconciliation: Monday April 15th at 7:00 pm
Tenebrae service: Wednesday, April 17th at 6:00 pm
Holy Thursday Mass: April 18th at 7:00 pm. Adoration until midnight
Good Friday: Seven Last Words, April 19th, at 12 pm
Divine Chaplet : Good Friday, at 3:00 pm
Stations of the Cross : Good Friday at 3:30 pm
Veneration of the Cross - Good Friday at 7:00 pm
Holy Saturday: Saturday Morning Prayer, April 20th, at 9:00 am

Easter Vigil: Saturday, April 20th, at 8:30 pm. There will be no Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass
Easter Sunday Masses : April 21st at 8 am & 10:30 am. There will be no 6 pm Mass on Easter.




