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• Palm Sunday•

April 14th, 2019

Palm Sunday/Holy Week

The cumbersome title given to this day in the latest revision of the Lectionary, Palm Sunday of the
Lord’s Passion, captures the dual aspects of the
liturgical celebration. The processional rite of the
blessing and carrying of palms describes Jesus’
triumphal entry into Jerusalem in what will be the
last week of His earthly life, which then unfolds in
the reading of the Passion.
This liturgy is dense with symbolism and fraught
with paradox. The waving of palms evokes memories of the Feast of Tabernacles when people
waved branches and sang the Hallel (Psalms 113118) to commemorate the liberation from Egypt, or,
of the victorious entry of the Maccabees into Jerusalem, to rededicate the temple (1 Macc. 13:51; 2
Macc. 10:7). Yet, the crowds that call to Jesus,
“Hosanna,” (“Save us, we pray”) will cry loudly
for His death in barely five days. The image of a
royal messiah who is not a warlike figure but a
bearer of peace, seated on “an ass’s colt”, inaugurates a week when Jesus will die between two
“revolutionaries.”
Another paradox is that the Passion narratives
that stand at the fountainhead of the Gospel tradition, and are rich in theological insight and narrative
power, are proclaimed only twice each year. Each
narrative has its distinctive characteristics. Mark
narrates vividly Jesus’ anguish in the garden, and
does not flinch from the most brutal aspects of the

execution ritual (scourging, mocking, crowning with
thorns). Yet, he writes from the viewpoint of Easter
faith, which is rooted in the mystery of the Cross.
The Cross is salvation; the humiliation of Jesus is
His exaltation (see Phil. 2:6-11); the way of discipleship is the way of suffering and, while the called
disciples flee, women who had followed Him in
Galilee stand at the cross; the proper confession of
Jesus as the Son of God, is uttered by the Gentile
centurion (15:39). Jesus dies with a cry, “My God,
my God why have your forsaken me?” (Ps. 22:2),
leaving readers to wonder whether this is truly despair, or an unfinished lament that ends in triumphant hope (Ps. 22:23-32).
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

Travis Edward Rankin
Dear friends,

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Our brother, Travis Edward Rankin, passed away to eternity in the early
hours of April 9th 2019. He suffered a massive heart attack and died at Kaiser Hospital in Oakland. He was 80 years old.

Travis was born in 1939 in, Chicago, Illinois to Travis Sr. and Nellie Rankin. He was an only child and at an early age the family moved to California.
He did his education with the Jesuits at Bellarmine High School and later
graduated from Santa Clara University. He served time in Vietnam as a second Lieutenant. Later he served mostly as security guard at various places.
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net He was still serving as a security guard in one of the companies in San
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 Francisco when he passed away.
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Ministry Coordinator
Karen Glen
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101

Travis was a committed parishioner at Saint Augustine since 1979. He
served as Acolyte and Lector and was very conscientious about his faith. He
came for regular Reconciliations and was a very devout man. He donated
generously to many charities. We will miss a wonderful parishioner at Saint
Augustine, but gain a friend in heaven who can pray for us!
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. And let perpetual light shine upon
him.
Funeral arrangements for Travis
Visitation:

April 15 Monday at 10:30 AM

Funeral Mass:

April 15th Monday at 11:00 AM

Christian Burial:
Cemetery)

April 15th Monday at 12:30 PM (Saint Mary’s

I invite all to attend for His services.

staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Saints of God, come to his aid. Come to meet him, Angels of the Lord.

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Father Augustine Joseph
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________
THE LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE will be held on Monday, April 15th @ 7 pm. Join the Parish community for a Prayer
Service followed by opportunity for individual reconciliation. We
will have six priests available for this evening.
RICE BOWLS, will be collected beginning Holy Thursday. There
will be a special collection on Holy Thursday, but Rice Bowls can be
returned throughout the Triduum and into Easter week. We would
like to be able to send the money collected at the beginning of May.
So please make your calendars to bring them back.
FAMILY STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held on Good Friday
at 3:00 pm. All children and their families are invited to take an active role in leading this beautiful devotion. We invite the whole Parish community to pray with us on this afternoon.
Faith Formation ~ Classes will not be held on Easter Sunday or
the following Divine Mercy Sunday. We will resume our classes on
Sunday, May 5th @ 9:10 am.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~ Classes will resume on Sunday, May 5th, during the 10:30 am Mass. In order to keep this program running, parent volunteers are needed. For more information
please contact Karen @ the Parish office.
Lector and Eucharistic Minister Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 21st @ 6:30 pm. Please mark your calendars.

April 14th, 2019
Weekly Calendar:
Mon: April 15th
7 pm ~ Reconciliation
Wed: April 17th
6 pm ~ Evening Prayer
7pm ~ Choir
Thurs: April 18th
7:00 pm ~ Mandatum Mass
The Last Supper
Fri: April 19th
12 pm: Seven Last Words
3 pm: Chaplet of Divine Mercy
3:30 pm: Stations of the Cross
7 pm: Veneration of the Cross
Sat: April 20th
9:00 am ~ Morning Prayer
10:30 am ~ Environment
8:30 pm: Easter Vigil
Sun: April 21st
8am:Holy Mass
10:30am: Holy Mass
6 pm: NO HOLY MASS
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Tony Custodio,
Suzy Arnhart, Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Ron Kowalski
And those who have died: Fr.
Paul Minniham, Mary Ellen
McManus, Fr. Jay Matthews, Kurt
Lutjens, Travis Rankin.
Travis Rankin’s funeral will be
held on Monday, April 15th. The
viewing will be at 10:30 am, followed by the funeral at 11:00 am

MAKE SURE TO PICK UP A PARISH CALENDAR FOR
APRIL IN THE VESTIBULE
MOBILE APP OF THE WEEK: Laudate
WEBSITE OF THE WEEK: www.catholic.org
COMING SOON: “CHRISTUS VIVIT”Pope Francis’ new Apostolic Exhortation

Mass Intentions
Sunday, April 14th, 10:30 am
Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors
WEEKLY OFFERING
April 7th, Collection:$2,903.
(including EFT)
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Continued from page 1
John’s Passion narrative (read on Good Friday) softens the harsh aspects of Jesus’ sufferings by reducing the scourging and mocking to two verses (Jn. 19:2-3). It is less a story of degradation than of the triumphal return of the Word to the Father and the hour of His glorification. Authority and majesty characterize Jesus as His captors fall before Him. His death is the willing acceptance of the cup His Father has given Him
(18:11), and a triumphal victory over the powers of the world, as He interrogates His accusers, reducing
them to the role of powerless questioners (18:38; 19:9-11). Jesus’ death is a model of a friend who lays
down his life for others (15:12-13), and His final words, “It is finished,” are a sign that He has completed the
work His Father gave him (5:36).
Though it is a week rich with biblical readings, Holy Week is also a time when diverse communities express the deepest mysteries of their faith by bodily movement. There are Palm Sunday processions, Stations of the Cross, the kissing of the cross and dramatic re-enactments of Jesus’ journey to death, which often wind through city streets—especially in Hispanic communities such as the San Fernando Cathedral in
San Antonio. There is the beautiful ceremony of Pésame (literally “weights or burdens”) in which parish
groups join with Mary, in prayer and song, in bearing the burden of Jesus’ death. A statue of Mary is dressed
in black mourning clothes, often made by someone in the parish who has lost a son or loved one, while people are invited to share grief and offer words of mutual consolation. In rhythmic song and movement, African
-American parishes ask, “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” The Passion of Jesus moves beyond words and takes hold of the feet and hands, the lips and hearts of individuals and communities.
This week is a time to listen deeply to the readings, to pray over them, to let them become part of our
lives as we confront the mystery of suffering. In a memorable paean to Christ’s presence, Gerard Manley
Hopkins wrote, “for Christ plays in ten thousand places, Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not His to the
Father through the features of men’s faces.” Holy Week reminds us that Christ also suffers in ten thousand
places, broken in limbs, and weeping in eyes not His.
Father Augustine

Holy Week
Monday April 15th
Wednesday, April 17th
April 18th
April 19th:

April 20th: 9:00 am

- Reconciliation service: 7:00 pm
- Tenebrae service: 6:00 pm
- Holy Thursday Mass:7:00 pm. Adoration follows until midnight
- Good Friday: Seven Last Words: 12 noon
- Divine Chaplet : Good Friday: 3:00 pm
- Stations of the Cross : Good Friday: 3:30 pm
- Veneration of the Cross - Good Friday: 7:00 pm
- Holy Saturday: Morning Prayer: 9:00 AM

Easter
April 20th Saturday
April 21st

- Easter Vigil: 8:30 pm. ( No Reconciliation or 5 pm Mass)
- Easter Sunday Masses : at 8 am & 10:30 am. ( No 6 pm
Mass on Easter.)

