
 
A TIME magazine issue in 1984 presented a star-
tling cover. It pictured a prison cell where two men 
sat on metal folding chairs. The young man wore a 
black turtleneck sweater, blue jeans and white run-
ning shoes. The older man was dressed in a white 
robe and had a white skullcap on his head. They 
sat facing one another, up close and personal. 
They spoke quietly so as to keep others from hear-
ing the conversation. The young man was Mehmet 
Ali Agca, the pope’s attempted assassin; the other 
man was Pope John Paul II, the intended victim. 
The pope held the hand that had held the gun 
whose bullet tore into the pope’s body. 
 
In the cell, unseen in the picture, were the pope’s 
secretary and two security agents, along with a still 
photographer and videographer. John Paul wanted 
this scene to be shown around a world filled with 
nuclear arsenals and unforgiving hatreds. The 
Church has always used paintings, sculpture and 
architecture to communicate spiritual meanings. 
This was a living icon of mercy. 
 
The Church was celebrating the 1,950th anniver-
sary of Christ’s death and Christian redemption. 
The pope had been preaching forgiveness and rec-
onciliation constantly. His deed with Ali Agca spoke 
a thousand words. John Paul’s forgiveness was 
deeply Christian. He embraced his enemy and par-
doned him. At the end of their 20-minute meeting, 
Ali Agca raised the pope’s hand to his forehead as 
a sign of respect. John Paul shook Ali Agca’s hand 
tenderly. 
 
When the pope left the cell he said, “What we 
talked about must remain a secret between us. I 

spoke to him as a brother whom I have pardoned 
and who has my complete trust.” This is an exam-
ple of God’s divine mercy, the same divine mercy 
whose message Saint Faustina witnessed 
 
 

Rev. Alfred McBride, O.Praem., is the author of 

several books on catechetics in the 1960s as well 

as a popular presenter on catechetics in the United 

States immediately following Vatican II, and more 

recently in introducing the Catechism of the Catho-

lic Church. 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Parish News 
 

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located 
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may 
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.     

 

 Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” 

every Sunday at 9:10 AM. 
 

 

Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 

pm in the church.   If you are interested in receiving more information 
about the group, please email Richard Kearney at         rkear-
ney89@gmail.com.  

  
  

Music Classes 
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how 

to read music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 
pm in the church. 

  

Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Con-

tact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will 
gladly repair it free of charge. 

  

Mom and Dad’s Group 
Inviting all small children (3 and under) and their parents to join in 

forming a Mom and Dad’s Group.  This is in the beginning organiza-
tional stage, so day and time has not yet been determined.  For more 
information, please contact Kristine Smith at her email: klo-
pez1214@gmail.com 

  

Joseph Lanigan 
  

Joseph Lanigan, a long time member of our parish, was recently memorial-
ized at St Mary’s College in Moraga, CA.  St Augustine was the first parish 
for the Lanigan Family until changes   in geographical boundaries assigned 
them to Holy Spirit in Berkeley.  
  
For over 45 years Joseph taught as a professor in the Integral Program of 
the Liberal Arts at St Mary’s College.  A daily communicant with a commit-
ment to “live by truth with love” was his daily goal.  Joseph died on January 
20, 2015.   
  
On Saturday March 19, 2019, Joseph was honored by an icon of St Joseph 
which was commissioned by the College and created by  well known ico-
nographer Robert Lentz, OFM.  The icon was blessed and permanently in-
stalled in the Brother’s Chapel of St. Mary’s College.  It is available to be 
viewed by the public and can be visited at any time.   

  

  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________ Weekly Calendar:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
  

Mon: April 29th 
   8:30 am Holy Mass 
  
Tuesday: April 30th 
  8:30 am Holy Mass 
  
Wed: May 1st  
  8:30 am Communion Service 
  
Thurs: May 2nd  
   8:30 am Holy Mass 
  
Fri: May 3rd 
   8:30 am Holy Mass 
  
Sat: May  4th  
   4 pm: Reconciliation  
   5 pm:  Vigil Mass  
  
Sun: May 5th 
  8am:Holy Mass 
  9:10 am: Faith Formation 
  10:30am: Holy  Mass 
  10:30 am: Children’s Liturgy 
  6 pm: Holy Mass 
 
  IN OUR PRAYERS 
Please remember in your prayers 

those who are ill: Tony Custodio, 
Agnes and Harold Jacobson, Ron 
Kowalski, Barbara Eckles, Susan 
Alker, Loraine Moran, Mildred Burns 

 

And those who have died: Fr. 
Paul Minniham, Mary Ellen 
McManus, Fr. Jay Matthews, Kurt 
Lutjens, Travis Rankin, Mary Souza, 
Frances Delegeane, Dana Ray Wil-
liams. 

 
Mass Intentions 
Sunday, April 28th, 10:30 am 

Mass 
Daniel O’Donovan (+) 
 

Sunday, April 28th, 6 pm Mass 
Parishioners and Benefactors 
 
 WEEKLY OFFERING 
 April 21st, Easter Collec-

tion:$7,280. (Does not include EFT) 

 ALLELUIA! HE IS RISEN 
 
The Easter season which began on Easter Sunday and will con-

tinue for 43 more days, is an opportunity for us to cultivate a spirit 
that defines who we are as Christians. So what does living the spirit 
of the Easter season mean in practical terms? Here are three con-
crete suggestions. 

Live with Joy - Joy is a deep-down gladness that cannot be taken 
away, even in the midst of sorrow. The Passion and Resurrection of 
Jesus teach us that suffering is transformed through faith in the 
Risen Christ. With this faith, we are able to hold on to an enduring 
sense of joy even in the midst of the sadness we experience from the 
loss of a loved one, a failure to achieve an important goal, or a set-
back during recovery from an illness. 

Live without Fear - The Resurrection teaches us that God can 
overcome anything, even death. When the Risen Christ appears to 
the women at the tomb and later to his disciples, his first words are 
“Do not be afraid!” (Mt 28:5,10) These words speak to our hearts, 
helping us cope with the fear from the loss of a job, a serious illness, 
or a crumbling relationship. Our faith allows us to trust that God can 
overcome our most serious problems. 

Live with New Eyes - Easter means to live with a sense of new-
ness.  Just as the return of spring lifts our spirits and makes us feel 
like the whole world is new, the Resurrection of Jesus makes “all 
things new.” (Rev. 21:5) The Easter spirit is a spirit of renewal that 
enables us to show up at work with a positive attitude, to renew rela-
tionships that have been taken for granted, and to express apprecia-
tion and affection to those closest to us. It means to see the world 
through new eyes—God´s eyes.                                               We 
can use the remaining 43  days to cultivate an Easter spirit that en-
ables us to be truly Christian: embracing joy, living without fear, and 
seeing the world again—as if for the first time. 

 Faith Formation ~ Classes will not be held on Easter 
Sunday or the following Divine Mercy Sunday.  We will re-
sume our classes on Sunday, May 5th @ 9:10 am. 

  
Children’s Liturgy of the Word ~  Classes will resume on 

Sunday, May 5th, during the 10:30 am Mass.  In order to 
keep this program running, parent volunteers are needed.  
For more information please contact Karen @ the Parish 
office.  

  
Lector and Eucharistic Minister Meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, May 21st @ 6:30 pm.  Please mark your calen-
dars.   

  
  

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/easter
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/easter/living-the-spirit-of-easter
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/easter/jesus-is-alive
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

For Adults: What change could the hope of the resurrection of Christ inspire you to make? 
  

For Children:  What bad habit would you like to “clear out” during the hopeful time of this Easter sea-
son? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE AN EASTER PEOPLE AND ALLELUIA IS OUR SONG: 
  

   OPERATION RICE BOWL: It’s not to late to return your rice bowls. Please  bring them back 

to church as soon as possible.  We want to be able to send  the funds as soon as possible to promote 

the good work of Catholic Relief  Services.    
  

  BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL: Visit the Diocese of Oakland Website to find out what ministries 

you can support, by supporting the annual appeal.  We are all called to serve in the vineyard of the 

Lord.  Bishop Michael Barber  invites us to walk together to Rebuild His Church. 
  

   St. Vincent de Paul of Alameda County invites you to consider one of many  

 volunteer opportunities available.  Please visit there website at  

 Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.  

Catholic Charities of the East Bay helps people in Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties who are struggling with poverty and other complex issues.  

To learn  more about this work and how you can get involved, please join a Transforming 
Lives Tour. 

You'll learn about our work: 

Preventing homelessness 

Helping young people stay in school, despite pervasive community violence 

Crisis counseling and family support for victims of crime 

Immigration legal services and refugee resettlement 

To register, please visit  http://www.cceb.org/get-involved/transforming-lives-tour/ 

For more information, contact Stephan Pippen at  spippen@cceb.org or 510.768.3133 

 

Donations for Cathedral of Notre Dame   The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington, DC, has set up a fund to help the Cathedral resurrect and rebuild. The 
Shrine, whose Board of Members consists of the Administrative Committee of the USCCB, has the infra-
structure to manage donated funds and established relationships to provide the necessary and appropri-
ate due diligence on the distribution of funds. All proceeds received will be used solely for the assistance 
of Notre Dame Cathedral and those affected by this tragedy.  

  
Funds collected or received can be sent to: Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep-

tion, Attn: Monsignor Walter Rossi, Rector, 400 Michigan Avenue, NE, Washington, D.C. 20017. Checks 
should be made payable to "Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception"; indicate 
"Cathedral of Notre Dame Fund" in the memo portion of the check. See also the website at 
www.supportNotreDame.org. 


