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Conversion of Saint Augustine
In the history of Christianity, there are many conversion stories. The most known perhaps is the
conversion of Saint Paul, a radical Jew, who was
bent on eliminating the fledging Christian Faith. His
conversion took place on the road to Damascus,
Syria. (Acts 9:3-9) It is normally dated to AD 33–36.
Since his birth is estimated at 5 AD, he would have
been somewhere around the age of 28–31 at his
conversion.
It is interesting to note that Paul was on a mission to arrest and prosecute and, possibly put to
death Christians when his conversion took place.
The narration clearly shows that his conversion was
primarily an act Jesus, God.
In the early Church, another important conversion event was that of Augustine of Hippo. He was
converted in 386 AD (fourth century), when Christianity was still a newcomer to Europe and North Africa. Many of the old religions were still practiced,
and religious pluralism was a matter of fact. Besides, new religious sects were mushrooming
which claimed to be the true religion.
Saint Augustine’s mother was Christian and his
father was not a Christian, although he received
Baptism towards the end of his life, before death.
The Confessions says that they delayed his baptism until he would be an adult. Augustine lived the
life of a young adult of his time, squeezing out
every inch of fun and pleasure from life. He lived an
upper middle class life style of the times, received a
pretty good education, was very ambitious and
wanted to excel in his career as rhetorician. He admired Cicero and great orators. He had girlfriends,
partied and indulged in vices of the time and age.

In search of greater opportunity and career development he went to Italy. He got a job as a
teacher of rhetoric in Milan. There he found that
many prominent men of the city are converting to
the Christian faith. He also met the Bishop of the
city, Ambrose, who was the Roman governor of Liguria and Emilia, headquartered in Milan,
before being made Bishop of Milan by popular acclamation in 374. Ambrose was neither baptized
nor formally trained in theology. Upon his appointment, Ambrose fled to a colleague's home, seeking
to hide. Upon receiving a letter from the Emperor Gratian praising the appropriateness of Rome
appointing individuals evidently worthy of holy positions, Ambrose's host gave him up. Within a week,
he was baptized, ordained and duly consecrated,
Bishop of Milan. Augustine was much impressed by
the sermons of Ambrose.
Continued on page 4
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. If you are interested in receiving more
information about the group, please email Richard Kearney at
rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Music Classes
Oakland, CA 94609
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
how to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

pm to 7 pm in the church.

Group Guitar Classes
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through November 23rd. If you are interested, but do not have a guitar, contact April.

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:

Ministry Coordinator
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.
Karen Glen
Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
kglen.staugustineMC@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINATOR__________________

St. Augustine and his mother St. Monica have become special intercessors for me in my life. As a mother
of 4 children, three of them being son’s, I can closely relate to the concern and heartbreak St. Monica endured.
As parents, we all love our children, want what is best for
our children and try to keep our children from going
down paths, that we know will bring them harm, heartbreak and struggle. We say that we can not help but
worry for our children and sometimes we spend a lot of
time negotiating and manipulating our children into living
the lives we have laid out in hope for them. Like us, St.
Monica only wanted the best for her children and it
seems that Augustine was her greatest worry, shedding
many tears in her prayers for him. But our children are
not our own, they belong first to God. Even our earthly
love, does not come close to the love He has for each
one. When our children are small we have the care of
them, but as they grow and become Adult children, it becomes abundantly clear that they are their own people.
They are always in our hearts and prayers. I have
learned from St. Monica that it is just as important to talk
to God about our children as it is for us to talk to our children about God. May we pray for ourselves and our children to continue to grow in holiness and one day be together in the
communion of Saints. ~ Karen
Glen
FAITH FORMATION BEGINS: As the summer wraps
up and families begin to set their plans to going back to
school and get in the normal routine, as a Parish community we begin to make plans for the ongoing Faith Formation of our families. Catechetical Sunday is September
15th. This is the date set aside by the USCCB to acknowledge that parents are the first teachers of their children and that together with Catechists/Formally trained
teachers we work together to live our Faith in the world.
Registration forms are available on our website or in the
vestibule of the church. An Open House for all families
will begin at 9 am in the Parish Cafeteria. There will be a
blessing of Catechists and Families at the 10:30 am
Mass on Sunday, September 15th.
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Weekly Calendar:
Mon: Aug 26th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7:30 pm Young Adults
Tuesday: Aug 27th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Wed: Aug 28th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir
Thurs: Aug 29th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Fri: Aug 30th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Sat: Aug 31st
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sun: Sept 1st
8am: Holy Mass
10:30am: Holy Mass
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Anita Eble, Agnes
and Harold Jacobson, Loraine
Moran, Curtis Hanson, John Meadows, Helena Kozler
And those who have died: Travis
Rankin, Frances Delegeane,
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, August 24th, 5 pm
Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday August 25th 10:30 am
Mass
Margaret McCormick (+)
WEEKLY OFFERING
August 18th Collection:$ 2,837
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What daily choices are you making that will allow you to be recognized as the doorway of
the reign of God?
For Children: What good habits are you practicing in order to be a good Christian?

Magnificat SOTI Prayer Breakfast September 7 Magnificat SOTI, a Ministry for Catholic women, invite all to join their Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, Sept. 7, 9:30 -12:30 at Crowne Plaza 45 John Glenn
Dr, Concord. Please join us for a morning of praise, prayer, and inspiration from our speaker author
Jess Echeverry. Her testimony as a Catholic convert and a survivor of violence who learns to forgive
and love is compelling and uplifting! Men are always welcome! Tickets are $33/$40 after Aug 31st. For
more information: https://magnificat-ministry.net/ca-walnut-creek Email Magnificatsotirsvp@gmail.com
for reservations or call Kim Sullivan at 925-683-8220
Raising the Roof: Both Elizabeth House and our Parish Rectory need new roofs. The work
will begin in September. The total cost for both is approximately, $58,000. We invite all in
our community to prayerfully consider. Our small house is in the back of the church. Donations can be placed in the mailbox. Thank you for helping to “Raise the Roof”. Thank
you to all who have contributed to this project. Donations will wrap up the beginning of
September.

Retreat: Spirituality and Conscious Aging. This retreat will explore the benefits and joys as well as the challenges and concerns around retirement and aging. How do we live this stage of our life well and see aging as a
blessing? The combination of retirement and growing older provides an opportunity to live life differently. Discover how we can share our Spirit-given gifts, talents, and experience in new ways that bring joy to ourselves and
others and give continued meaning and purpose to our lives. San Damiano Retreat Center, Friday evening September 6 and Saturday, September 7 until 5 pm. Presented by Jim Briggs, retired Executive Director of the School
of Applied Theology. For information go to www.sandamiano.org (Click on Retreats Calendar) or phone # 925837-9141.

Continued from page 1

Meanwhile, Augustine had a son, Adeodatus, with his girlfriend and the boy had become a teenager.
Monica, mother of Augustine, who had joined him in Italy, and his friends, were persuading him to get
married to an aristocratic family in Milan which would considerably improve his social and economic
status. At their urging he sent his girlfriend back to North Africa, but kept his son with him. However, the
planned marriage did not take place.
In spite of everything, Augustine felt a certain restlessness. All the pleasures, fame and wealth could
not satisfy his longing. “Thou hast formed us for Thyself, and our hearts are restless till they find rest in
Thee.” (Augustine, Confessions, Book 1.)
Father Augustine

