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Holy Mass Offering
It's a Catholic tradition that is almost as old as
the Church itself. Records dating back to as early
as the year 180 A.D. show evidence of early Christians having a Mass said for a loved one. Yet, it is
one of the most commonly misunderstood practices
in our faith.
Here's what you should know about having a
Mass celebrated for a family member or friend.
1. 1. It doesn't cost anything...but if you're
able to give, an offering is appreciated.
There is no price tag on the Mass; however,
it is customary to give an offering when requesting a Mass for an intention. That said;
money should never be the reason for deciding against this beautiful tradition. Simply
make your request and a Mass is celebrated,
even if your financial situation does not allow
for a donation. A suggested donation is just
ten dollars per Mass.
2. A Mass can be offered for a person who is
still living: Though we often think of having a Mass
said for those who have passed away, Masses can
be offered for those who are still alive. The Council
of Trent says that Mass may be said "for the living
and the dead, for sins, punishments, satisfactions,
and other necessities." In other words, if you know
someone who could benefit from the spiritual
graces that come with having a Mass said on their
behalf, there is no need to delay in doing so.
3. You can have a Mass said in Thanksgiving
or for a celebration: Again, most people remember to have a Mass said for the death of a loved

one, and a few may think to have a Mass offered
for a special intention or friend who is suffering, but
rarely do we think of having a Mass offered for a
celebration! Is there a better way to show our gratitude to God? Masses can be said for birthdays, anniversaries, in celebration of the reception of the
sacraments, or for prayers that have been answered!
4. It's not a long or difficult process to request a Mass: Though the practice of offering a
Mass is ancient, the method for doing so is not! A
simple phone call to our parish will do the job.
5. Because the Mass is the highest form of
worship on Earth, there are many fruits and
graces that result from having a Mass said: The
reason that this tradition has been passed on for
centuries is because of the many spiritual fruits that
result from this form of prayer. The celebration of
the Eucharist is the highest form of worship in the
Catholic Church because we unite ourselves with
Christ's sacrifice on the cross in worship of his Father.
St. John Paul II emphasized the graces that
come when a Mass is offered. "The Church believes that she will be heard, for she prays in union
with Christ, her Head and Spouse, who takes up
this plea of His Bride and joins it to His own redemptive sacrifice."
Don't miss out on these graces for yourself and
those you love! Find a reason to have a Mass offered, especially during the month of November
when we commemorate All Souls.
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. Beginning, Monday, October 7th, gatherings begin
at 7:30 pm in the hospitality area of the church. In October the Young
Adult Group will be discussing “Mercy”. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group, please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
Music Classes
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
www.staugustineoakland.com to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net pm in the church.
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Group Guitar Classes
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through November 23rd. If you are interested, but do not have a guitar, contact April.
John Meadows:
The Memorial Mass for John Meadows has been scheduled for Saturday, November 30th at 11:00 am.. All are welcome.
.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINARITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS: Are you interested in learning more about becoming a Catholic, or receiving
your sacraments. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry
has begun. Our group meets at 12 noon, following the 10:30 am
mass on Sunday. Please contact Jay Mitchell, RCIA Team Leader
or Rebecca Mesa, Faith Formation Coordinator, at the Parish office for more information or e-mail either them at RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com.
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children between the ages of 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in Faith
Formation. Classes are held on Sunday morning, from 9:10 am to
10:10 am. Please contact the Parish office for more information.

November 10th, 2019

WEEKLY CALENDAR:
Mon: November 11th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7:30 pm Young Adults
Tuesday: November 12th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Wed: November 13th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir
Thurs: November 14th
8:30 am Holy Mass

ALTERCITO: Please feel free to bring remembrances for the
Altar, at any time, all throughout the month of November.

Fri: November 15th
8:30 am Holy Mass

ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH BOUTIQUE: November 17th after
the 10:30am Mass. Get ready to spend some money!!!!! For all
the fabulous and wonderful items at the Parish Boutique!!! Get
your Christmas shopping done early and JOIN US!!!!
In Celebration of Black Catholic History Month

Sat: November 16th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass

Tubman Film Combines Faith and Strength in Real Life Heroine
By Carl Kozolowski in Angelus News
When people hear about Harriet Tubman, two words come to
mind: Underground Railroad.
We’ve all learned about her in history class, the story of her bravery in helping hundreds of slaves escape to freedom via a secret network of safe houses from the slave-owning Southern states to the
free Northern states during the Civil War.
For all her fame, there’s never been a movie about her life, until
now. This weekend marks the opening of “Harriet,” a rousing biopic
that features a fiery performance by Cynthia Erivo, who won a Tony
for her part in the Broadway musical version of “The Color Purple” —
along with a surprisingly direct portrayal of her immense Christian
faith.
The film opens with Harriet, originally known as Minty, at a Sunday service, where a black preacher (Vondie Curtis-Hall) leads her
and a group of slaves in singing hymns. He gives a sermon intended
to make them believe they should be subservient to their masters.
But Harriet sees through the ruse, and boldly tries to ask her master
to set her and her family free, since she has married a free black
man. She also has legal proof that the master’s father wanted her
and her family to be freed years before.
When the master tears her legal document to pieces, Harriet realizes she is now in danger, and has to make a break for freedom as
soon as possible. Leaving her family and her husband behind (she
fears that if he runs with her and they’re caught, his free status could
be taken away), Harriet winds up surrounded on a high bridge over a
raging river — and makes a dramatic leap
into the water.
Continued on page 4

Sun: November 17th
8am: Holy Mass
9am: Family Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
After 10:30am Mass until 2pm
St. Augustine Parish Boutique
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers those
who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Amy Ritter
Chaine, Myles McLaughlin, Ray Zielezienski.
Ursula Masquelier, Courtenay Redis
And those who have died: Dennis
Schmitz, Anita Eble, Del Lennon, John
Meadows. Doris Habiger.
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 9th 5 pm Mass
Gloria & Bill Pohle (+)
Sunday, November 10th 8:30 am Mass
The Buttucci Family and Otis(+)
Sunday November 10th10:30 am Mass
The Buttucci Family and Otis (+)
Sunday, November 10th 6 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
WEEKLY OFFERING
November 3rd Collection: $2,773
(Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults:
How does your belief in the resurrection of the dead affect the way you live?.
For Children: Has someone in your family or among your friends died? Do you think about that person in
heaven? What do you hope to talk about with this person?
Continued from page 3

She survives, and manages to reach safety more than 100 miles away in Philadelphia, where she takes
on a new name, Harriet Tubman, and starts a new life. But the guilt she feels about leaving her loved ones
behind leads her to go back to save them. That daring rescue, and subsequent determination to save as
many other slaves as possible, while dodging the obsessive pursuit of her now-former master’s son Gideon
(William Alwyn), forms the heart of the film.
Hollywood has only attempted to tell Tubman’s story once before, in the 1978 TV miniseries “A Woman
Called Moses,” starring Cicely Tyson. But the recent trend to telling more stories centered around people of
color — and the Treasury Department’s debate over replacing President Andrew Jackson on the $20 bill
with an image of Tubman — has finally opened the doors to the new film.
Director and co-writer Kasi Lemmons places Tubman’s faith front and center throughout the film, showing her speaking directly and loudly to God several times in the movie, while also giving him the credit for
guiding her to safety on her repeated 100-mile treks. It is a pretty remarkable aspect to the movie, considering it is being released by Focus Features, the arthouse division of Universal Pictures, and the fact that
“art” films often are even less likely to be faith-friendly than their mainstream counterparts.
The fact that her determined spiritual side combines with a gutsy physicality, a sure way with guns both
big and small, and a passionate quest for earthly justice makes Tubman a heroine who transcends the often-musty genre of historical films. Erivo, who made her cinematic breakthrough with a fantastic turn in last
year’s faith-based thriller “Bad Times at the El Royale,” delivers a performance that is powerful on all fronts
and at times seems like a predecessor to Linda Hamilton’s character Sarah Connor in the “Terminator”
films.
There are some weak spots to the film — it drags a bit in the middle while Harriet settles into her newfound free life before feeling called to help on the Underground Railroad. The film also reaches a rather
abrupt end while at the cusp of an important battle that has the audience riveted with anticipation.
Alwyn’s performance as the slave owner’s son Gideon is also a bit too smug and mannered to be as frightening as
he should be — and his long hair and goatee will likely remind viewers of Leonardo DiCaprio’s far better performance
as another evil slave master in the 2012 movie “Django Unchained.”

Stronger supporting work comes from Curtis-Hall as the preacher, who reveals himself to be a much
stronger ally against the slave masters than he first appears, and by Leslie Odom, Jr. as the Underground
Railroad’s head, William Still. Another interesting touch comes in the way that Lemmons shows Harriet
communicating with her fellow slaves by singing hymns whose lines serve as coded secret messages to
her fellow slaves. It’s a tactic that is both an effective tension builder and a perfect showcase for Erivo’s
outstanding voice.
Overall, Lemmons’ and Erivo’s ability to effectively pull viewers’ emotions in two directions at once is an
impressive feat. By providing Tubman’s life with a handsomely mounted showcase, it’s also an entertaining
film that fulfills a far greater purpose.

