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All Saints – All Souls
It is a feast day celebrated in honor of all
the saints, known and unknown. The Christian
celebration of All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day
stems from a belief that there is a powerful spiritual
bond between those in heaven (the "Church triumphant"), and the living (the "Church militant").
All Souls: The theological basis for
the celebration is the doctrine that the souls which,
on departing from the body, are not perfectly
cleansed from venial sins, or have not fully atoned
for past transgressions, are debarred from
the Beatific Vision, and that the faithful on earth can
help them by prayers, alms giving and especially by
the sacrifice of the Holy Mass.
Holy Mass offering: It's a Catholic tradition that
is almost as old as the Church itself. Records dating back to as early as the year 180 AD show evidence of early Christians having a Mass said for a
loved one. Yet, it is one of the most commonly misunderstood practices in our faith.
Here's what you should know about having a
Mass celebrated for a family member or friend.
1. It doesn't cost anything...but if you're able
to give, an offering is appreciated.
There is no price tag on the Mass, however, it is
customary to give an offering when requesting a
Mass for an intention. That said, money should
never be the reason for deciding against this beautiful tradition. Simply make your request and a
Mass is celebrated even if your financial situation

does not allow for a donation. A suggested donation is just ten dollars per Mass.
2. A Mass can be offered for a person who is
still living: Though we often think of having a Mass
said for those who have passed away, Masses can
be offered for those who are still alive. The Council
of Trent says that Mass may be said "for the living
and the dead, for sins, punishments, satisfactions,
and other necessities." In other words, if you know
someone who could benefit from the spiritual
graces that come with having a Mass said on their
behalf, there is no need to delay in doing so.
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church. Beginning, Monday, October 7th, gatherings begin
at 7:30 pm in the hospitality area of the church. In October the Young
Adult Group will be discussing “Mercy”. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group, please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
Music Classes
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
www.staugustineoakland.com to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net pm in the church.
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Group Guitar Classes
April will be teaching a guitar class every Saturday from June 15th
through November 23rd. If you are interested, but do not have a guitar, contact April.
Anita Eble:
The Memorial Mass for Anita Eble has been scheduled for Monday,
November 11th at 10:30 am. All are welcome.
.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTRY COORDINAFAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children between the ages of 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in Faith
Formation. Classes are held on Sunday morning, from 9:10 am to
10:10 am. Please contact the Parish office for more information.
ALTERCITO: Please feel free to bring remembrances for the
Altar all throughout the month of November.
ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH BOUTIQUE: November 17th after
the 10:30am Mass. On Saturday Nov 9th, from 9am through
1pm, in the school cafeteria, Miss Rebecca will host and instruct
all St. Augustine Children on how to make items to sell at the Boutique. Items to be made: Soaps, Candles, Christmas Glitter Ornaments, Bookmarks. She will provide bread, luncheon meats, peanut butter & jelly, and condiments for our lunch. If you are interested, for more information, please contact her at the Parish Office
or by e-mail: rmesafaithformation@gmail.com.
In Celebration of Black Catholic History Month
By Caitlyn Schmid for USCatholic.org
Did you know that November is Black Catholic History Month?
This month, we’re honoring the men and women from Africa who
have pioneered the faith! Many forget that Christianity didn’t start in
Europe. Black Catholics have had a huge impact on the history and
traditions of Christianity. The church has been celebrating Black
Catholic History Month since 1990 when the National Black Catholic
Clergy Caucus of the United States instigated it. November seemed
appropriate because it holds special days for two prominent African
Catholics: St. Augustine whose birthday is on November 13, and St.
Martin de Porres whose feast day is celebrated on November 3.
Three popes—Saints Victor I, Melchiades, and Gelasius I—were
born in Africa and led the early church though much turmoil. There
are also many Black Catholic saints (Monica of Hippo, Augustine of
Hippo, Perpetua, and Felicitas to name a few) and leaders (such as
Rev. Augustus Tolton and Daniel Rudd) whose actions and witnesses of faith helped shape the church into what it is today.
The National Catholic Reporter is highlighting the fascinating history of a different black saint for every day of the month. They are
well worth the read. If you want to know more about the history of
black Catholics, check out our timeline by Father Cyprian Davis,
O.S.B. Also from Father Cyprian, here are five people’s stories that
talk about the history of black Catholics. In 2002, the editors of U.S.
Catholic also interviewed Father J. Glenn Murray, S.J. who tells us
what an African American perspective can contribute to the liturgy.
These are only a few resources for you to take a look at. Read
more about the history and traditions and then join us in the celebration of black Catholics!
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WEEKLY CALENDAR:
Mon: November 4th
8:30 am Holy Mass
7:30 pm Young Adults
Tuesday: November 5th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Wed: November 6th
8:30 am Communion Service
7 pm: Choir
Thurs: November 7th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Fri: November 8th
8:30 am Holy Mass
Sat: November 9th
4 pm: Reconciliation
5 pm: Vigil Mass
Sun: November 10th
8am: Holy Mass
9am: Family Faith Formation
10:30am: Holy Mass
6 pm: Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,
Amy Ritter Chaine, Myles McLaughlin, Ray Zielezienski. Ursula Masquelier, Courtenay Redis
And those who have died: Dennis Schmitz, Anita Eble, Del Lennon,
John Meadows.
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, November 2nd 5 pm
Mass
Poor Souls of Purgatory
Sunday, November 3rd 8 am
Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday November 3rd 10:30 am
Mass
Alfredo Cortez (+)
Sunday, November 3rd 6 pm
Mass
Carmen (-)
WEEKLY OFFERING
October 27th Collection:
$ 2,988. (Includes EFT)
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults:
During the next week, what could you do to welcome someone who usually feels excluded.
For Children: Is there a child in your class or neighborhood who is left out of games and activities? What
can you do?

August 2020 Passion Play and Pilgrimage
In August next year we are organizing a pilgrimage to watch the Passion play at Oberammergau, The
play is presented every 10 years so it will not be performed again until 2030.
Other pilgrim sites we will visit include Vienna’s St. Stephen’s Cathedral, one of the chief Gothic buildings in Europe; The Infant Jesus of Prague; Niepokalanow, Poland’s monastery that was once the home of
Fr. Maximilian Kolbe; Czestochowa, Poland’s Shrine of Jasna Gora monastery, home of the venerated
Black Madonna; Auschwitz, a grim reminder of one of history’s darkest hours; Wadowice, birthplace of
Saint Pope John Paul II; and Krakow’s Kalwaria Zebrzydowska, the second largest Marian Shrine in Poland. The last two pilgrim sights include a visit to the convent of Sister Faustina and a visit to the Wieliczka
Salt Mine, which appears on UNESCO’s list of the “World’s Cultural Heritage sites. We will explore the
chambers of the blessed Kinga and St. Anthony of the Holy Cross and the spectacular cathedral carved
entirely from salt.
If you are interested, please contact Fr. Augustine or the parish office at (510) 653-8631
Continued from page 1
3. You can have a Mass said in Thanksgiving or for a celebration: Again, most people remember
to have a Mass said for the death of a loved one and a few may think to have a Mass offered for a special
intention or friend who is suffering, but rarely do we think of having a Mass offered for a celebration! Is
there a better way to show our gratitude to God? Masses can be said for birthdays, anniversaries, in celebration of the reception of the sacraments, or for prayers that have been answered!
4. It's not a long or difficult process to request a Mass: Though the practice of offering a Mass is
ancient, the method for doing so is not! A simple phone call to our parish will do the job.
5. Because the Mass is the highest form of worship on Earth, there are many fruits and graces
that result from having a Mass said: The reason that this tradition has been passed on for centuries is
because of the many spiritual fruits that result from this form of prayer. The celebration of the Eucharist is
the highest form of worship in the Catholic Church because we unite ourselves with Christ's sacrifice on
the cross in worship of his Father.
St. John Paul II emphasized the graces that come when a Mass is offered. "The Church believes that
she will be heard, for she prays in union with Christ her Head and Spouse, who takes up this plea of His
Bride and joins it to His own redemptive sacrifice."
Don't miss out on these graces for yourself and those you love! Find a reason to have a Mass offered
especially during the month of November when we commemorate All Souls.
Father Augustine

