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Martin Luther King, Jr.
In 2019, on the 50th anniversary of the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., the Vatican’s representative to the United Nations says Pope Francis and Dr. King share a belief in the importance of
non-violence and the need for global solidarity.
By Devin Watkins
The American Baptist minister and civil rights
activist, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee, while fighting poverty and racism.
He was talking with friends on the balcony of
Lorraine Motel on April 4, 1968, when he was
struck down by a bullet.
Following Dr. King’s death, Pope Paul VI at an
Angelus address in St. Peter’s Square expressed
his sorrow for the killing “of a Christian prophet for
racial integration”.
Pope Francis, in his address to the U.S. Congress on September 24, 2015, said Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s dream continues to inspire Christians
around the world.
Non-violence and Global solidarity
Archbishop Ivan Jurkovič, Apostolic Nuncio and
Permanent Observer of the Holy See to the United
Nations in Geneva, spoke to Alessandro Gisotti
from Vatican News about the similarities between
Dr. King and Pope Francis.

He said the two men share a focus on the importance of non-violence and the need for global solidarity.
Archbishop Jurkovič said, “Every human development can be achieved only through non-violence.
Violence represents new problems and new divisions.”
Regarding the need for solidarity, he said the
Church believes, and Martin Luther King, Jr. believed, that “we all belong to one human family and
we have to overcome every division, especially
those based on racial or social differences.”
“The perception is that Pope Francis is one of
the few people really, consistently defending human rights… Striving for peace,” Archbishop Jurkovič said, “must become a global paradigm of political development.”

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace”
every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church. Monday evening gatherings begin at 7:30 pm
in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving
more information about the Young Adult group, please email Richard
Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.

Music Classes
400 Alcatraz Ave
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how
Oakland, CA 94609
to read music. They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com pm in the church.
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Group Guitar Classes
April will resume teaching her Saturday guitar classes in January. If
you are interested, but do not have a guitar, contact April.
Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair? Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will
gladly repair it free of charge.
Weekly Offering
January 12th collection: $3,370 (Includes EFT)
St. Vincent dePaul: of Alameda County invites you to consider one
of many volunteer opportunities available. Please visit there website
at Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.
Perpetual Candles.

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

If you would like to purchase a Perpetual candle, please contact
Linda in the rectory office. The candles will be lit for one year in honor
of your loved ones and are located in the Bishop John Cummins Devotional Chapel in the front of the church.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE FAITH FORMATION COORDINATORDO HUMANS MAKE RITUALS—OR DO RITUALS MAKE US HUMAN?
Fr. Terrance Klein, SJ – America Magazine January 08, 2020
A little more than a hundred years ago, we withdrew from one world
and entered another. We left behind a world of personal presence, physical participation and emotional intimacy. Before that, if you wanted to enjoy music, you had to make it. Most middle-class families owned pianos.
Hit songs like “A Bicycle Built for Two” or “Take Me out to the Ball Game”
were composed so that moderately skilled members of a household could
play or sing them.
Back then you needed an admission ticket to experience a great musical or dramatic performance. They were limited to the distance an unaided human voice or musical instrument could carry. And none was ever
truly reproduced. No, 100 years ago, entertainment was local and live. It
was called Vaudeville.
Recorded sound was not created for the purpose of entertainment, but
once it began to capture performances, they were quickly reproduced,
sold and shared. With the advent of radio and, shortly thereafter, movies,
a truly national culture was created for the first time. Everyone could listen
to the president by the fireside. We could all hear Enrico Caruso sing. In
the words of that era, “It’s wonderful! It’s marvelous!” And it was, though
we talked a little less with each other; we sold the family piano; and
Vaudeville vanished.
It is hard to say whether we created rituals or they created us. And when
the ritual is rooted in the Gospel mystery of God-made-flesh, we call it a
sacrament.
There is a historical riddle in the very kernel of Christianity. If Jesus is
God’s own holiness, why did he undergo John’s baptism of repentance?
What sort of righteousness had to be fulfilled, as our Savior himself put it
to the Baptist? In a word: ritual. Christ gave himself to us in the ritual of
baptism. His ministry and martyrdom would make good his gift.
What is ritual? It is the house of our humanity. Our consciousness rose
above its immediate environs when two humans first did something physical and personal as a way of sharing life with each other, sharing consciousness itself.
Our ancestors were not angels who could intuit the interior life of each
other. They were not Vulcans who could mind-meld. They had to gesture,
to create sounds and postures. We still do if we want to share life each
other. We may be able to search for a mate in cyberspace, but we cannot
love and live there.
We are not angels. We cannot be spiritual without being religious. Why?
Because we cannot be human without rituals.
We must still turn toward each other to talk, draw close and embrace.
Choosing to do this—when, where and with whom—is how we create a
world of meaning. And because the significance we create is greater than
any one of us, we require rituals to erect the very vaults of value under
which we can dwell: We are graduated. We pledge. We marry. We adopt.
We invoke. We revoke. We renew. We do all of this through rituals that
entwine above our humanity. It is hard to say whether we created them or
they created us. And when the ritual is rooted in the Gospel mystery of
God-made-flesh, we call it a sacrament.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR:
Mon: January 20th
8:30am Holy Mass
7:30pm Young Adults
Tuesday: January 21st
8:30am Holy Mass
Wed: January 22nd
8:30am Holy Mass
6:30pm RCIA
Thurs: January 23rd
8:30am Holy Mass
Fri: January 24th
8:30am Holy Mass
Sat: January 25th
4:00pm Reconciliation
5:00pm Vigil Mass
Sun: January 26th
8:00am Holy Mass
9:10am Faith Formation
10:30am Holy Mass
12:00Noon RCIA
6:00pm Holy Mass
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Ray
Zielezienski, Sean DeLargy, Roger Arnhart, Mary Lanigan.
And those who have died: Anita
Eblé, Del Lennon, John Meadows.
Doris Habiger, Ursula Masquelier,
Dorothy Woods, Loraine Moran
MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, Jan. 19th, 10:30 am Mass
Parishioners and Benefactors
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ASK THE PASTOR
Please join Fr. Augustine and three of your fellow parishioners (April McNeely, Jay Mitchell and Andy
Hartzell) for a question and answer session regarding topics large and small, related to Catholic Faith Practices.
The first session will be on Thursday, February 6th at 7 pm and the second session will be on Saturday, February 8th at 10:30 am. Both sessions will be held in the church.
There is a question box in the back of the church for any questions you may have.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: We witness to Christ as John did, by living lives full of generosity, forgiveness, and
mercy towards others. When do you find it most difficult to do this?
For Children: Who has surprised you by doing something kind for you when you did not expect it?
3

CATHOLICS RETURNING HOME - I’M A RETURNING CATHOLIC – I HAVE QUESTIONS — If you are interested in
returning to the Catholic Church, wee are waiting to listen to your story and answer your questions. Please give us a call or
email and let’s begin the journey of welcoming you home… Contact Rebecca: rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church has an open door for Returning Catholics —
We welcome you!
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children between the ages of 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in
Faith Formation. Classes are held on Sunday morning, from 9:10 am to 10:10 am. Please contact the Parish office for
more information.
RCIA - Sun 12:00 Noon & Wed 6:30 pm : Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please
e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.
CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
SECOND EDITION (excerpts)
PART ONE - THE PROFESSION OF FAITH -- SECTION ONE - "I BELIEVE" - "WE BELIEVE"
26 We begin our profession of faith by saying: "I believe" or "We believe". Before expounding the Church's faith, as confessed in the Creed, celebrated in the liturgy and lived in observance of God's commandments and in prayer, we must first
ask what "to believe" means. Faith is man's response to God, who reveals himself and gives himself to man, at the same
time bringing man a superabundant light as he searches for the ultimate meaning of his life. Thus we shall consider first that
search (Chapter One), then the divine Revelation by which God comes to meet man (Chapter Two), and finally the response
of faith (Chapter Three).
CHAPTER ONE - MAN'S CAPACITY FOR GOD -- IV. HOW CAN WE SPEAK ABOUT GOD?
39 In defending the ability of human reason to know God, the Church is expressing her confidence in the possibility of
speaking about him to all men and with all men, and therefore of dialogue with other religions, with philosophy and science,
as well as with unbelievers and atheists.
40 Since our knowledge of God is limited, our language about him is equally so. We can name God only by taking creatures as our starting point, and in accordance with our limited human ways of knowing and thinking.
41 All creatures bear a certain resemblance to God, most especially man, created in the image and likeness of God. The
manifold perfections of creatures - their truth, their goodness, their beauty all reflect the infinite perfection of God. Consequently we can name God by taking his creatures" perfections as our starting point, "for from the greatness and beauty of
created things comes a corresponding perception of their Creator".
42 God transcends all creatures. We must therefore continually purify our language of everything in it that is limited, image-bound or imperfect, if we are not to confuse our image of God--"the inexpressible, the incomprehensible, the invisible,
the ungraspable"--with our human representations.16 Our human words always fall short of the mystery of God.
43 Admittedly, in speaking about God like this, our language is using human modes of expression; nevertheless it really
does attain to God himself, though unable to express him in his infinite simplicity. Likewise, we must recall that "between
Creator and creature no similitude can be expressed without implying an even greater dissimilitude"; 17 and that "concerning
God, we cannot grasp what he is, but only what he is not, and how other beings stand in relation to him." 18

