
 
  

  

Some Christian groups are horrified when 
the Virgin Mary is referred to as the Mother of God. 
However, their reaction often rests upon a misap-
prehension not only of what this particular title of 
Mary signifies, but also of who Jesus was—and of 
what their own theological forebears, the Protestant 
Reformers, had to say regarding this doctrine. 

  

Mary was the mother of Jesus because she not 
only carried Jesus in her womb, but also supplied 
all of the genetic matter for his human body, since it 
was through her—not Joseph—that Jesus “was de-
scended from David according to the flesh” (Rom. 
1:3).  

  

Since Mary is Jesus’ mother, it must be con-
cluded that she is also the Mother of God: If Mary is 
the mother of Jesus, and if Jesus is God, then Mary 
is the Mother of God. The early Christian writers 
bear testimony to it. 

  

Saint Irenaeus (A.D 189) 
“The Virgin Mary, being obedient to His word, 

received from an angel the glad tidings that she 
would bear God” (Against Heresies, 5:19:1). 

  

Hippolytus [A.D. 217]) 
“[T]o all generations they [the prophets] have 

pictured forth the grandest subjects for contempla-
tion and for action. Thus, too, they preached of the 
advent of God in the flesh to the world, His advent 
by the spotless and God-bearing (theotokos) Mary in 
the way of birth and growth” (Discourse on the End of 

the World 1). 
  

Council of Ephesus [A.D. 431]. As there has 
been much controversy in the early Church, a 
council was called to discuss the matter. The 
Church Fathers after much deliberation, defined the 
doctrine of Mary Mother of God as follows: 

“We confess, then, our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only begotten Son of God, perfect God and perfect 
Man, of a rational soul and a body, begotten before 
all ages from the Father in his Godhead, the same 
in the last days, for us and for our salvation, born of 
Mary the Virgin according to his humanity, one and 
the same consubstantial with the Father in God-
head and consubstantial with us in humanity, for a 
union of two natures took place. Therefore, we con-
fess one Christ, one Son, one Lord. According to 
this understanding of the unconfused union, we 
confess the holy Virgin to be the Mother of God be-
cause God the Word took flesh and became Man 
and from His very conception united to Himself the 
temple, He took from her” (Formula of Union). 

  

Happy New Year 
As the New Year dawns may all our fears, preju-

dices, bitterness and restlessness vanish; may the 
Spirit of God warm up our hearts and minds, kindle 
hope and love, reaffirm our faith and trust in good-
ness, beauty and justice for all.  

  
  

May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts; 
may we see the face of Christ in our brothers and 
sisters and serve one another in abiding joy. 

  
 
 
 

A very happy and healthy New Year to all. 
  
  
  
  

Father Augustine 

• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Parish News 
 
  

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been at-

tending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration 
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospi-
tality table.  You may drop it off in the collection basket at your con-
venience.     

  
 Prayer Tree 
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for Peace” 

every Sunday at 9:10 AM. 
  
Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 

pm in the church.  Beginning, Monday, October 7th, gatherings begin 
at 7:30 pm in the hospitality area of the church. In October the Young 
Adult Group will be discussing “Mercy”.  If you are interested in receiv-
ing more information about the Young Adult group, please email Rich-
ard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.  

  
Music Classes 
Our Music Director, April McNeely is offering music classes on how 

to read music.  They are held on Wednesday nights from 6 pm to 7 
pm in the church. 

  
Group Guitar Classes 
April will resume teaching her Saturday guitar classes in January. If 

you are interested, but do not have a guitar, contact April. 
  
 Rosary Repairs 
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?  Con-

tact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she will 
gladly repair it free of charge. 

 
Weekly Offering 

     December 25th  Collection:    $6,754 (Does not EFT) 
 
St. Vincent dePaul: of Alameda County invites you to consider one 

of many volunteer opportunities available.  Please visit there website 
at Svdp-alameda.org or call (510) 638-7600, for more information.  

  
Perpetual Candles. 
  
If you would like to purchase a Perpetual candle, please contact 

Linda in the rectory office.  The candles will be lit for one year in honor 
of your loved ones and are located in the Bishop John Cummins De-
votional Chapel in the front of the church. 
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mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net


St. Augustine Catholic Church                         The Epiphany of the Lord January 5th, 2020 

FROM THE DESK OF THE FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR-

I’M A RETURNING CATHOLIC – I have QUESTIONS 
  
If you are interested in returning to the Catholic Church, wee are 

waiting to listen to your story and answer your questions. Please give us a 
call or email and let’s begin the journey of welcoming you home… 

  
Contact Rebecca:  rmesafaithformation@gmail.com 
  
St. Augustine’s Catholic Church has an open door for Re-

turning Catholics— 
We welcome you! 

  
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: All families with children between the 

ages of 5 to 12 are encouraged to participate in Faith Formation.  
Classes are held on Sunday morning, from 9:10 am to 10:10 am.  Please 
contact the Parish office for more information. 

  
RCIA  - Sun 12:00 Noon & Wed 6:30 pm :  Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating 
members of the Catholic Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirma-
tion.   Interested?  If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugusti-
neinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are.   Either Jay or I will get contact  
you as soon possible. 

  
Oakland Catholic Worker 
  
What is the Catholic Worker Movement? 
  
The Catholic Worker movement was founded in 1933 in New York City 

during the Great Depression by Dorothy Day at the urging of Peter Maurin. 
It is best known for houses of hospitality located in run-down sections of 
many cities, though a number of Catholic Worker centers exist in rural ar-
eas. Food, clothing, shelter and welcome is extended by unpaid volunteers 
to those in need according to the ability of each household. There are cur-
rently over 200 Catholic Worker communities -- 178 in the United States 
and 29 international communities. 

 
"Our rule is the works of mercy," said Dorothy Day. "It is the way of sacri-
fice, worship, a sense of reverence,” 

  
The Catholic Worker is also the name of a newspaper published by the 

Catholic Worker community in New York City. From 1933 until her death in 
1980, the editor was Dorothy Day, a journalist who was received into the 
Catholic Church in 1927. Writers for the paper have ranged from young vol-
unteers to such notable figures as Thomas Merton, Daniel Berrigan and 
Jacques Maritain. (Many Catholic Worker communities publish newsletters 
or journals chiefly for local distribution.) 

  
Today Catholic Worker communities remain committed to nonviolence, 

voluntary poverty, prayer, and hospitality for the homeless, exiled, hungry, 
and forsaken. Catholic Workers continue to protest injustice, war, racism, 
and violence of all forms. 

  
For more information about the Catholic Worker -- its history, the writ-

ings of Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin, a list of Catholic Worker communi-
ties inside and outside of the United States, other volunteer opportunities, 

and much more -- go to www.catholicworker.org. 

WEEKLY CALENDAR:        
  
Mon: January 6th 
  8:30am Holy Mass 
  7:30pm Young Adults 
  
Tuesday: January 7th 
  8:30am Holy Mass 
   
Wed: January 8th 
  10:30am New Years  Day Mass 
     6:30pm RCIA 
   
Thurs: January 9th 
    8:30am Holy Mass 
  
Fri:  January 10th 
   8:30am Holy Mass 
    
Sat: January 11th 
   4:00pm Reconciliation  
   5:00pm  Vigil Mass  
  
Sun: January 12th 
    8:00am Holy Mass 
    9:10am Faith Formation 
   10:30am Holy  Mass 
   12:00Noon RCIA 
     6:00pm Holy Mass 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
     IN OUR PRAYERS 
  

Please remember in your prayers 
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,  Ray 
Zielezienski., Sean DeLargy, Roger 
Arnhart, Loraine Moran. 

  

 And those who have died:    Anita 
Eble, Del Lennon, John Meadows. 
Doris Habiger, Ursula Masquelier, 
Joyce McClendon, Dorothy Woods. 

  

 MASS INTENTIONS 
  

Saturday, January 4th, 2020, 5 pm 
Mass 

Parishioners and Benefactors 
Sunday, January 5th, 2020, 10:30 

am Mass 
Suzy Arnhart (-) 
Sunday, January 5th, 6 pm Mass 
V.S. Chacko (-) 

   

  

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

For Adults:  When have you been jealous or fearful of another person?  When are such feelings 
harmful? 

                                  
For Children:  When have you been jealous because something good happened to another person  

instead of you?  What is the problem with feeling that way? 
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 CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
SECOND EDITION (excerpts) 

  
PART ONE - THE PROFESSION OF FAITH   --  SECTION ONE - "I BELIEVE" - "WE BELIEVE"  
  
26 We begin our profession of faith by saying: "I believe" or "We believe". Before expounding the Church's 

faith, as confessed in the Creed, celebrated in the liturgy and lived in observance of God's commandments and in 
prayer, we must first ask what "to believe" means. Faith is man's response to God, who reveals himself and gives 
himself to man, at the same time bringing man a superabundant light as he searches for the ultimate meaning of 
his life. Thus we shall consider first that search (Chapter One), then the divine Revelation by which God comes to 
meet man (Chapter Two), and finally the response of faith (Chapter Three).  

  
CHAPTER ONE - MAN'S CAPACITY FOR GOD   --  II. WAYS OF COMING TO KNOW GOD  
  
31 Created in God's image and called to know and love him, the person who seeks God discovers certain 

ways of coming to know him. These are also called proofs for the existence of God, not in the sense of proofs in 
the natural sciences, but rather in the sense of "converging and convincing arguments", which allow us to attain 
certainty about the truth. These "ways" of approaching God from creation have a twofold point of departure: the 
physical world, and the human person.  

  
32 The world: starting from movement, becoming, contingency, and the world's order and beauty, one can 

come to a knowledge of God as the origin and the end of the universe.  
  

As St. Paul says of the Gentiles: For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them. Ever since the creation of the world his invisible nature, namely, his eternal power and 
deity, has been clearly perceived in the things that have been made.7  

And St. Augustine issues this challenge: Question the beauty of the earth, question the beauty of the 
sea, question the beauty of the air distending and diffusing itself, question the beauty of the sky. . . ques-
tion all these realities. All respond: "See, we are beautiful." Their beauty is a profession [confession]. 
These beauties are subject to change. Who made them if not the Beautiful One [Pulcher] who is not sub-
ject to change?8 

  
33 The human person: with his openness to truth and beauty, his sense of moral goodness, his freedom and 

the voice of his conscience, with his longings for the infinite and for happiness, man questions himself about 
God's existence. In all this he discerns signs of his spiritual soul. The soul, the "seed of eternity we bear in our-
selves, irreducible to the merely material",9 can have its origin only in God.  

  
34 The world, and man, attest that they contain within themselves neither their first principle nor their final end, 

but rather that they participate in Being itself, which alone is without origin or end. Thus, in different ways, man 
can come to know that there exists a reality which is the first cause and final end of all things, a reality "that eve-
ryone calls God". 

  
35 Man's faculties make him capable of coming to a knowledge of the existence of a personal God. But for 

man to be able to enter into real intimacy with him, God willed both to reveal himself to man and to give him the 
grace of being able to welcome this revelation in faith. The proofs of God's existence, however, can predispose 
one to faith and help one to see that faith is not opposed to reason.  

   

  

javascript:openWindow('cr/32.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/33.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/34.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/35.htm');

