Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Fourth Sunday of Lent•

March 22nd, 2020

Prayer for Protection
All are welcome to whisper this short prayer many times during the day.
Lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God, save me, my family and the whole word from Covid19 virus, from every evil and from eternal death, Amen.
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,
and he saved them from their distress;
he sent out his word and healed them,
and delivered them from destruction. (Psalm 107:19-20)
********

*********

**********

**********

Laetare Sunday
There is so much fear, panic and anxiety. Hardly anyone expected in 21 st century, at the pinnacle of
human achievements, humanity would be on the brink of a crisis, pandemic or plague.
Some may think that we are in unchartered territory! Not totally. Recorded human history has many
instances of outbreaks and viruses that changed the course of history and civilizations. The black death,
bubonic plague, cholera, flu, etc. are some of the diseases that ravaged nations and peoples; millions
perished in these contagions.
These were more like stories from a bygone era. I never imagined that the world would be confronted
with similar situations in the present day; not in this age of computers, medical triumphs, artificial intelligence, space conquests and what not! Of course, we do speak of news, stories, YouTube postings etc.
going viral! Well, here we are again confronting an invisible enemy.
Is there a cause for panic and fear? Well, it is a serious situation which invites one to pay full attention. It is important to take precautions and follow the guidelines given by health experts, CDC and governments.
However, it is good to remember the dictum: more than what happens to us, it is our response to what
happens that really makes the difference. How do we respond to Covid-19 pandemic?
As I write this piece the shelter-in place order is in force in the six counties of Bay Area. People are
asked to stay home except for emergencies like food and medicine. Some may feel trapped or restricted
or cluster phobic that could lead to annoyance, irritation, boredom, depression or unhappiness.
Continued on page 2
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But as a friend of mine said, ‘it is like being on a cruise ship only that it is not moving.’ It could be a
great occasion to spend time with family and enjoy one another. Parents could use it to instruct, pray and
play with their children and vice versa. Again, enjoy it as a surprise vacation where one’s creativity and
ingenuity are brought forth.
It could be quiet time to read good books on topics of your interest. Those who bought the book, Live
Lent, would find it to be a great resource. Use your time to be nourished by the word of God; read the
Gospels of Mark and Luke. Maybe, it is like a wonderful retreat that you always wanted but never had the
time or perhaps, the courage to do.
There is a tendency in some people to think of God as an old man’s tale, a fiction or a fabrication of the
imagination. This could be a break to experience the living God and realize that ‘God is closer to me than
I am to myself’ (Saint Augustine.) Or like Saint Paul to come to a deeper personal awareness, ‘in Him we
live and move and have our being.’ (Acts 17:28)
It may be a great time to enter into a deeper relationship with God and people around. As the saying
goes, ‘distance makes the heart grow fonder.’ Social distancing should make us not lonely but grow in appreciation of family, friends and neighbors.
We are on the fourth Sunday of Lent, which is Laetare Sunday. It gets its name from the first few
words of the traditional Latin entrance for the Mass of the day. "Laetare Jerusalem" ("Rejoice, O Jerusalem") is Latin from Isaiah 66:10.
Christians are joyful people and our joy is founded on the resurrection of Christ. We are closer to
Easter; we thank God for the privilege to celebrate this great mystery. Nothing can dampen our spirit, not
even covid-19. As gold is tested in fire, we are tested but come out ever more brilliant, illumining the darkness around us with the light of Christ.
It is a time not for fear or panic, but for the best in us to shine out, Christian joy, forgiveness, compassion, kindness and care for one another. May we find faith, love and joy instead of fear, panic or anxiety.
This week we celebrate also the Feast day of Saint Patrick (17th) and Saint Joseph of (19th) Happy
Feast everyone. May the saints intercede for us!
Holy Masses are celebrated at Saint Augustine everyday although there is no public participation. You
are all brought to the altar of God in prayer. Let us unite in prayer and love. “Be not afraid” … (John
14:27)
Father Augustine Joseph
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A poem Fr. Augustine wanted to share with our parishioners.
“Lockdown"
Yes there is fear.
Yes there is isolation.
Yes there is panic buying.
Yes there is sickness.
Yes there is even death.
But,--They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise
You can hear the birds again...
They say that in the streets of Assisi
People are singing to each other
across the empty squares,
keeping their windows open
so that those who are alone
may hear the sounds of family around them.
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound....
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples
are preparing to welcome
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting...
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality
To how big we really are...
To what really matters.
To Love.
So we pray and we remember that
Yes there is fear.
But there does not have to be hate.
Yes there is isolation.
But there does not have to be loneliness...
Yes there is sickness.
But there does not have to be disease of the soul
Yes there is even death.
But there can always be a rebirth of love...
Today, breathe...
The birds are singing again
The sky is clearing,
Spring is coming,
And we are always encompassed by Love.
Open the windows of your soul
And though you may not be able
to touch across the empty square,
Sing.
Fr. Richard Hendrick, OFM
March 13th 2020
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been
attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the table in the back of the church next
to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Prayer Tree
Please join members of the Prayer Tree to pray “Rosary for
Peace” every Sunday at 9:10 AM.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you
400 Alcatraz Ave
are interested in receiving more information about the Young
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Adult group, please email Richard Kearney at: rkearwww.staugustineoakland.com ney89@gmail.com. Cancelled until further notice

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Rosary Repairs
Is your rosary sitting in a drawer, broken and need of repair?
Contact Suzy Arnhart before or after the 10:30 am Mass, and she
will gladly repair it free of charge.
Weekly Offering
Perpetual Candles
If you would like to purchase a Perpetual candle, please contact Linda in the rectory office. The candles will be lit for one
year in honor of your loved ones and are located in the Bishop
John Cummins Devotional Chapel in the front of the church.
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FAMILY FAITH FORMATION: Cancelled until further notice
RCIA - Classes cancelled until further notice: Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get contact
you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
Parents,
Due to the Shelter in Place order issued by the 6 Counties in the San
Francisco Bay Area, including Alameda County, all Faith Formation
and Sacramental Prep classes have been cancelled until further notice.
As per the Catechism of the Catholic Church—“Parents have the
first responsibility for the education of their children. They bear witness to this responsibility first by creating a home where tenderness,
forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinterested service are the rule.
The home is well suited for education in the virtues. This requires an
apprenticeship in self-denial, sound judgment, and self-mastery-the
preconditions of all true freedom. Parents should teach their children
to subordinate the ‘material and instinctual dimensions to interior and
spiritual ones.’ Parents have a grave responsibility to give good example to their children. By knowing how to acknowledge their own
failings to their children, parents will be better able to guide and correct them.” (CCC 2223)
The St. Augustine’s Faith Formation Team is here to help you. Most
of you are aware I am a big fan of Arts & Crafts. I will be putting together things your children can do at home while we are in Shelter in
Place. I will be choosing crafts that utilize common craft supplies
and can still be readily available to you if you don’t have it at home.
Some essential stores do carry craft items: Walmart, Target, Walgreens, CVS Pharmacies. Some big box grocery stores also carry
craft items: Safeway, Raley’s, Lucky’s. All crafts I choose will use
basic craft items for your children’s project. Please llook out for emails from me.
If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I already have your e-mail address. If your child(ren) is/are not registered in Faith Formation please send me an e-mail so that I can include your child(ren) in the lessons and/or projects I will be sending.
My e-mail address is : rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
In Christ,
Rebecca

Until Further notice, all Masses,
classes and meetings have been
canceled.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your prayers
those who are ill: Sabina Caybut,
Mary Lanigan, Joyce McClendon, Davis
Bullock,
And those who have died: Dorothy
Woods, Loraine Moran, Frank Leal,
Maria Pestl
MASS INTENTIONS
Sunday, March 22nd, 8 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, March 22nd 6 pm Mass
Gloria Pohle (+)
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Catholic Parental Responsibilities
To raise one’s child in the Catholic faith may be a responsibility, duty or obligation, but it really is a privilege, joy
and honor. Our faith is our single greatest treasure, and to pass on the gift of faith is the greatest gift parents could
ever give their child.
This responsibility flows from the understanding of who is the ultimate owner of the child. Most parents realize that
their newborn child is a miracle. God is the creator who gives life and forms the child in the mother’s womb (Ps
139:13). God is the original parent and owner of the child, while the mother and father are biological stepparents
and have the child on loan from God. In the Jewish tradition, children are consecrated to God (Lk 2:23), and in the
Christian tradition, they are baptized.
The offering (Lk 2:24) recognizes God as the author and giver of life, and it serves as the parents’ request to keep
the child. God accepts the offering, but God has terms and conditions for the parents: “You are to raise your child
on my behalf; to teach your child to know, love and serve me; and to prepare your child to accept my plan for his or
her life.”
God is love, and one of the parents’ most important duties is to teach their child about the love of God. This is not
done with a lesson in a book or a video, but by example in the genuine love that the parents have for each other,
and by experience of the love the parents have for their child.
The parents are the leaders of the house church, the basic unit and foundation of the Church, and their full, active
and conscious practice of their faith is an ongoing lesson on how to be a dynamic Catholic. The child learns the
faith through assimilation. Because the parents love God, the child learns to love God. Because the parents pray
each day, the child learns to pray. Because the parents go to Mass each Sunday, the child learns the importance of
going to Mass, the value of communal liturgical prayer and how to behave in church. And because the parents
practice the virtues in their daily living, the child learns how to live a Christian lifestyle.

Annual Bishop’s Appeal
The Annual Bishop’s Appeal is necessary to meet the needs of the Diocese and Chancery. This
appeal helps cover costs of ministries and services. There are many exciting and positive things
happening around the diocese and the services it provides. There are active ministries and programs that serve all the faithful within all parishes in one way or another.
There are five specific areas that receive funds from the Appeal: Religious Education & Formation; Clergy Formation & Support; Pastoral Ministries & Services; Priest Retirement & Care; and
Support for Catholic Schools & Parishes in Need.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: What are you doing in your life right how to move toward light rather than darkness?
For Children: How can you let the light of your faith in Jesus shine for others to see?.

