
• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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• Weekend Mass schedule • 

Zoom Mass:  Sunday , 10:00 am 
• Weekday Eucharist • 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Fri-
day, 8:30 a.m. 

. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
By Appointment Only 

 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

Hoc est corpus meum. This is my body. These words of Jesus constituted the 

Holy Eucharist. Of course, Jesus did not speak in Latin but in Aramaic language. 

The early Christians were mostly in Jerusalem and Palestine. But as persecution 

broke out against Christians there, they scattered. They adapted the languages 

and cultures of the people they served. At that time, Greek was the most 

prominent language in the Middle East. That is why most of the New Testament 

was written in Greek and liturgical services were often held in Greek. However, 

there were also other languages used for liturgy, like Syriac, Egyptian language, 

Persian and Latin as well as hordes of other languages. 
 

Whatever be the language or the culture, believers really understood that after the prayer of conse-

cration the bread and wine truly and really became the Body and Blood of Christ. In the early Church, 

liturgical services were held in secret for fear of persecution. Christians suffered from misunderstand-

ings, rumors, persecution, discrimination and hatred. 
 

A document written in the late 2nd century A.D., called The Octavius of Minicius Felix, describes a 

debate between a Christian and a pagan at the Roman port of Ostia. It provides valuable insight into 

how Christians were reviled and how they responded. 

Minicius Felix was walking about Ostia with two friends, Octavius a Christian, and Caecilius a pagan. 

When Caecilius pauses to pay respect to a pagan idol, Octavius objects. An extended debate develops. 

Here is an adaptation: 
 

CAECILIUS THE PAGAN: You Christians are the worst breed ever to affect the world. You deserve 

every punishment you can get! Nobody likes you. It would be better if you and your Jesus had never 

been born. We hear that you are all cannibals--you eat the flesh of your children in your sacred meet-

ings. 
 

OCTAVIUS THE CHRISIAN: That story is probably based on reports that we share together a meal of 

the body and blood of Christ. That we do. But it is not human flesh we eat. It is bread and wine we con-

secrate to commemorate our Lord's death. 
 

CAECILIUS: All right. Granted, it was just a rumor, but we also hear that you meet in secret, even be-

fore sunrise, and the gross immorality that we hear goes on in those places is repulsive -- especially the 

incest. 
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OCTAVIUS: If you came to one of our meetings, you would find that the lovemaking and inti-

macy you are so quick to imagine is of a totally different nature. We meet before sunrise because 

we are working people. We have jobs to go to. We do not always meet in secret, but we have no 

temples or synagogues, so we use somebody's home which has enough room. We call one an-

other brother and sister and pledge to love one another because that is what our Lord commanded 

us to do. And we greet one another and bless one another with a holy kiss, not out of lust but out 

of genuine love and concern for one another. Come and you will see that we demand the highest 

standards of morality among all who join us. 
 

CAECILIUS: Take a look at your gatherings. What are they made up of? Mostly women, gullible 

children, the majority are from the working classes, not well-educated, mostly poor and even 

slaves. It makes me laugh when I think how poor you are, barely enough to live on. If this God of 

yours is so great and so loving, why are so many of you so poor? Either He's not that loving and 

doesn't care that you are poor or He is not that great and is unable do anything about it. Some 

God! No wonder youôre all regarded as fools. 
 

OCTAVIUS: If you had bothered to take the time to find out, you would know that there are 

many from the upper classes among our number, even some of Caesar's staff. And notable schol-

ars, who were once pagans, have written in defense of our faith for the more educated to consider. 

But let's not quibble. Many of our number -- most of our number are poor. But what is more impor-

tant is how we regard ourselves. We consider ourselves to be rich. We have that which is most 

valuable, the most precious gift, which cannot be lost. And for your information, there are those of 

us who are wealthy. We do not despise wealth; we welcome it when it comes lawfully. But we do 

not lust after it. And when we get more wealth, we simply give more away. Wealth can be a great 

burden. It weighs you down with many cares and concerns. Traveling light has its advantages -- 

some big advantages! 
 

As we see, Christianity had to face many, many challenges in its 2000-year old history. Our 21
st
 

century is no different. The Church continues to face many hurdles in its mission of preaching the 

Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

May the celebration of the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ strengthen our faith and make 

us better Christians. 

 

Father Augustine Joseph 
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St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 

 Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Augustine Joseph 

(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
pastorachurch@comcast.net 

 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Rebecca Mesa 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
mesafaithformation@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish news  
 
Donations   
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go 

to the website and click the Donate link. 
 

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave., 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by 
the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  Please do 
not leave an envelope in the mail box. 

 
 

 
St. Augustine Zoom Links  
 

NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME 
 

10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87589249320  
 
NEW DRIVE THROUGH COMMUNION TIME:  11 AM 
 
 
Important Websites and TV Channels  
 
EWTNðMasses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerseðChannel 562ðNo HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
 
Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
 

Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
 
NEW:  Summer  Biblical Prayer Experience  
Fridays at 7:00 pm from June 12 to August 14, 2020 
 

In ñBiblical Prayer Experienceò we will explore different kinds of prayer 
using the Scriptures. The prayers will be based on those of great theologi-
ans and mystics. We will begin with Benedictine Prayer, also know as Lec-
tio Divina. Later we will explore Ignatian, Augustinian, and Franciscan, and 
Thomistic prayer. If you are interested, please send me an email at 
april.mcneely@gmail.com or call or text 510-504-4784. 

 

Beginning Monday, June 8 we will be offering the Rosary and other de-
votions twice each day, at 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm. If you want to join, please 
send me and email at april.mcneely@gmail.com, or call or text 510-504-
4784. 

 
 

  
  

  
 
  
  
  

St. Vincent de Paul News:  
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of 

North Oakland and South Berkeley. 
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able 

to help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well. 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
mailto:april.mcneely@gmail.com
mailto:april.mcneely@gmail.com
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  FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR  

  
RCIA  - Classes continue via Zoom, on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 pm 
until 7:00 pm.  Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in 
which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church.  
Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Interested?  If so, please e-mail 
us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are.   Either Jay 
or I will get contact  you as soon possible.   
  

What's Going on in Faith Formation?    
  
THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST. AUGUSTINE PAR-
ISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD NEED NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL 
PREP TO PARTICIPATE.  
  
The Faith Formation class time has changed to 11:30 am Sundays, via 
Zoom, beginning Sunday May 14th.  The link will be emailed to all Parents.  
If you would like your child(ren)/grandchild(ren) to participate, please send 
me an email to include them on the list.  You do not have to register them in 
Faith Formation at this time. 
  
Sacramental Prep Classes : 
  
This continues with the Faith Formation Class.  For those who have already 

received the Sacrament of First Communion, it is an excellent refresher. 
 

*********************************************************************************** 

Miss Natasha continues to do Story Time for Kids on Zoom (mainly ages 3-
6.).  If you are not registered for Faith Formation you would not have re-
ceived her email.  Here is what she wrote: 
 

*********************************************************************************** 
I just wanted to share a resource for you in case this would be helpful! I 
have been hosting a silly storytime for kids on zoom (mainly ages 3-6). We 
typically start our sessions shaking out our sillies (dancing), read about 2-3 
stories, and end with dancing. It's like a reading dance party for kids! 
  
The sessions last approximately 20 minutes long, and the schedule is 
  
Sundays at 1:00 pm PST 
Mondays at 6:00 pm PST 
Wednesday at 6:00 pm PST 
  
The Zoom ID for Story Time is:  870 839 8801 
  
If you are interested, please follow the profile on Instagram (@ninangsilly), 
for access to the room passwords (I keep them protected for the kids). 
*********************************************************************************** 
Or, reply to her at:  natamend26@gmail.com 
  
If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I already have 
your e-mail address.  If your child(ren) is/are not registered in Faith Forma-
tion please send me an e-mail so that I can include your child(ren) in the les-
sons and/or projects I will be sending.    My e-mail address is:  rmesafaith-
formation@gmail.com 

  

   
  

 WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Until Further notice, all Masses, 

classes and meetings have been 
canceled.    

 
A Note from Rebecca  
 
I would like to start a Pen Pal 

program between the Seniors of 
the Parish and the Faith Formation 
program, specifically the Sacra-
mental Prep students and I need 
your help.  This entails physical 
mail between you and the student, 
not through e-mail.   If you can 
give Linda permission to give me 
your home address, I can then 
match you with one of the Sacra-
mental Prep children.  They will 
initiate the contact, again by physi-
cal mail, with you and you in turn 
respond to their mail.  This will be 
a great way for the children to stay 
connected to the Parish.  If you 
have any questions, please let me 
know either via 
email:  rmesafaithformation@gmail
.com or by telephone (510) 326-
6834.  

 
 
    IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill: Sabina 
Caybut,  Mary Lanigan, Joyce 
McClendon, Davis Bullock,  Karen 
Miller, Vincent Palacios 

  
  
  
  

 And those who have died:   
Maria Pestl, Valeriano Calma,   
Ganail Jenkins, Adam Joseph 
Glen, Deborah Williams. 
 

  

 MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 Sunday, June 14th, 10 am Mass  
 Antonio Custodio ( -) 

  

  

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:  What does it mean for you right now to be bread for others as Jesus was? 
 

For Children:  In what ways can Jesusô presence in the Eucharist help you do good things for oth-
ers? 

 

 
 

 the seven themes of CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING  for children  
 

1 God made each person, so every life is important and should be protected. 

 

2 God made us to be part of communities, families and countries, so all people can share and 
help each other. 
 
 
3 God wants us to help make sure everyone is safe and healthy and can have a good life. 

 
 
4 God wants us  to help people who are poor, ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ have enough food, a safe place to live, or 
a community. 
 

 

5 Work ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ adults and their families, so jobs and pay should be 

fair. 
 

 

 

6 God made everyone, so we are all ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ we live. 
 
 
 
7 The world was made by God, so we take care of all creation. 

 
  
These themes are based on United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions. 

© Copyright 2017, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops and Catholic Relief Services. All rights reserved. 

Photos courtesy of Brother Mickey McGrath, OSFS. 

http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/sharing-catholic-social-teaching-challenges-and-directions.cfm

