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Ordinary Time
Liturgically, we have begun the ordinary time of the
year. But we know that our lives are far from being ordinary. With pandemic, social unrest, economic uncertainty, etc. we are in a heightened state of worry and
panic.
Ordinary Time is for growth, a time to recharge our
batteries and enjoy peace and tranquility. Some people may think that being ordinary is not enough; but
being ordinary is beautiful. These days how I wish we
could all be just ordinary and carry on with our ordinary lives!
I invite everyone to pray for an end to the pandemic and social unrest; we pray that
everyone finds peace and justice, jobs and security. May the love of God reign in our
hearts and minds and may it shine out in service to our brothers and sisters.
Holy Mass, Time Change: We will be zooming the Holy Mass on Sundays at 10:00
AM instead of 10:30 AM.
Preparation to Open Church: Some parishioners have been asking, “When are we
going to open Church for worship? There is no date as yet; we are waiting for a directive
from Bishop Barber, Oakland Diocese. Meanwhile our preparations for opening the
Church are already underway. We have formed a task force to make sure that we open
the Church in a safe manner and follow all the protocols given by the State Department
and the Diocese of Oakland.
Continued on page 2
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Summer Biblical Prayer: How many of us use the Bible for prayer? Here is a great opportunity
to learn to use Biblical passages for prayer. One gets introduced to different types of prayer experiences that might suit one’s temperament, interest and liking.
Our Book club had introduced the participants to the great spiritual testaments and writings of
saints and spiritual masters. Summer Bible prayers applies some of these methods and insights to
actual prayer experience using passages from the Bible. If you like to have a prayer experience,
kindly contact Father Augustine, April or Linda at the parish office.
Summer Biblical Prayer: How many of us use the Bible for prayer? Here is a great opportunity
to learn to use Biblical passages for prayer. One gets introduced to different types of prayer experiences that might suit one’s temperament, interest and liking.
Our Book club had introduced the participants to the great spiritual testaments and writings of
saints and spiritual masters. Summer Bible prayers applies some of these methods and insights to
actual prayer experience using passages from the Bible. If you like to have a prayer experience,
kindly contact Father Augustine, April or Linda at the parish office.
The program will be organized through Zoom starting, Friday June 12 th at 7:00 PM. If there is
demand for another date as well, I am open to that. It will be for about eleven consecutive weeks.
Holy Trinity: Today we keep the feast of the Holy Trinity. Saint John tells us, “God is love.” (1
John 4:8) Saint Augustine says that love is triune – the lover, the beloved and the love. Lover is the
Father, beloved is the Son and the love is the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, Godhead is not a lonely existence. It is an active interpersonal relationship among
the three persons of the Holy Trinity. In writing to his Christians Paul uses the Trinitarian formula,
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all!”
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of Holy Spirit, Amen.
Father Augustine Joseph.
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Parish News
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box.
Important Websites and TV Channels
St. Augustine Zoom Links
NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87589249320

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

NEW: Summer Biblical Prayer Experience
Fridays at 7:00 pm from June 12 to August 14, 2020
In “Biblical Prayer Experience” we will explore different kinds of prayer
using the Scriptures. The prayers will be based on those of great theologians and mystics. We will begin with Benedictine Prayer, also know as Lectio Divina. Later we will explore Ignatian, Augustinian, and Franciscan, and
Thomistic prayer. If you are interested, please send me an email at
april.mcneely@gmail.com or call or text 510-504-4784.
Beginning Monday, June 8 we will be offering the Rosary and other devotions twice each day, at 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm. If you want to join, please
send me and email at april.mcneely@gmail.com, or call or text 510-5044784.

St. Vincent de Paul News:
Our parish based St. Vincent de Paul Conference is preparing to reopen the food pantry on Wednesday May 27, 9 am to 12 noon.
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able
to help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - Classes continue via Zoom, on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 pm until
7:00 pm. Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which adults
become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion,
and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as
soon possible.
What's Going on in Faith Formation?
THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD NEED NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL PREP TO PARTICIPATE.
Faith Formation class resume May 31st via Zoom and will be throughout the entire
summer. Consider it “Virtual Bible Camp” The link will be emailed to all Parents. If
you would like your child(ren)/grandchild(ren) to participate, please send me an
email to include them on the list. You do not have to register them in Faith Formation at this time.
Sacramental Prep Classes:
This has resume as well at the same time. For those who have already received
the Sacrament of First Communion, it is an excellent refresher.
**********************************************************************************
Miss Natasha continues to do Story Time for Kids on Zoom (mainly ages 3-6.). If
you are not registered for Faith Formation you would not have received her email.
Here is what she wrote:
**********************************************************************************
I just wanted to share a resource for you in case this would be helpful! I have been
hosting a silly storytime for kids on zoom (mainly ages 3-6). We typically start our
sessions shaking out our sillies (dancing), read about 2-3 stories, and end with
dancing. It's like a reading dance party for kids!
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
Until Further notice, all Masses,
classes and meetings have been
canceled.
A Note from Rebecca
I would like to start a Pen Pal
program between the Seniors of
the Parish and the Faith Formation
program, specifically the Sacramental Prep students and I need
your help. This entails physical
mail between you and the student,
not through e-mail. If you can
give Linda permission to give me
your home address, I can then
match you with one of the Sacramental Prep children. They will
initiate the contact, again by physical mail, with you and you in turn
respond to their mail. This will be
a great way for the children to stay
connected to the Parish. If you
have any questions, please let me
know either via
email: rmesafaithformation@gmail
.com or by telephone (510) 3266834.

The sessions last approximately 20 minutes long, and the schedule is
Sundays at 1:00 pm PST
Mondays at 6:00 pm PST
Wednesday at 6:00 pm PST
The Zoom ID for Story Time is: 870 839 8801
If you are interested, please follow the profile on Instagram (@ninangsilly), for access to the room passwords (I keep them protected for the kids).
**********************************************************************************
Or, reply to her at: natamend26@gmail.com
If your child(ren) is/are already registered in Faith Formation, I already have your email address. If your child(ren) is/are not registered in Faith Formation please send
me an e-mail so that I can include your child(ren) in the lessons and/or projects I will
be sending. My e-mail address is: rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
In Christ,
Rebecca

IN OUR PRAYERS

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina
Caybut, Mary Lanigan, Joyce
McClendon, Davis Bullock, Karen
Miller.
And those who have died:
Maria Pestl, Valeriano Calma,
Ganail Jenkins, Adam Joseph
Glen, Deborah Williams.
MASS INTENTIONS
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The Meaning of The Beatitudes — The Key to Happiness
by the Catholic Faith Store

Want to know the secret to happiness? The answer is revealed in The Beatitudes.
Want to be the best Catholic you can ever be? The Beatitudes tell you how.
Want to make Jesus happy? Practice the doctrine of The Beatitudes.
The Beatitudes are eight simply stated, yet profound guidelines Jesus revealed to His followers
during His Sermon on the Mount. Jesus uses the words of The Beatitudes to paint a picture of
what the true people of God look like. Not physically, but morally and spiritually.
The word beatitude is defined as a state of utmost bliss. The eight Beatitudes, are, therefore,
the roadmap Jesus gives to us to help us find the utmost bliss in this world and in the next. Those
not familiar with The Beatitudes may be taken aback when they read them and discover that the
secret to happiness is hungering, thirsting, and being persecuted for what is right, living meekly,
mourning, and being merciful.
Is this right? Yes. The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that The Beatitudes "are the
paradoxical promises that sustain hope in the midst of tribulation." The Beatitudes are difficult for
us to understand because they are the antithesis of everything that the world we live in pushes us
to believe; that in order to be happy, we have to be rich, own a huge home, be physically attractive, have an extensive wardrobe, etc.
Like any bad habit, we need break away from this way of thinking and follow instead the blueprint of The Beatitudes. If we can do it, we will have the full blessings of the Kingdom of Heaven
to look forward to.
The message of The Beatitudes takes on a whole new level of meaning when we realize that
they are a mini biography of Jesus’ life. He is the ultimate peacemaker, He has the purest heart,
He is merciful, and most importantly, He was persecuted—for us! The road to happiness may not
be easy, but Jesus gave us the blueprint.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: We live within the Trinity whenever we live in love. How does this mystery connect to
your daily life?
For Children: How do you choose to live as a more loving person?

