
• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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Month of Rosary 

 
October is traditionally celebrated as the Month 

of the Rosary. October is dedicated as the Month of 

the Rosary because we celebrate the memorial of 

Our Lady of the Rosary each year on October 7. 

To understand this feast, we need to go back in 

time. In the 16th century, the Islamic Ottoman Em-

pire presented a serious military threat to western 

Europe and sent a fleet of ships to attack Christian 

defenses in southern Europe. Pope Pius V recog-

nized the grave danger and organized a fleet called 

the Holy League to confront the navy of the Otto-

man Turks. 
 

On October 7, 1571, the two navies engaged in a 

pivotal battle that would determine who controlled maritime traffic in the Mediterranean, Adriatic and 

Aegean seas. The fate of western Europe depended upon the success of Christians in this navy bat-

tle, which involved more than 400 warships (it was the largest naval battle in Western history for cen-

turies). 

 

Pius V knew he needed more than just military strength to defend Christian Europe, so he asked 

that all the faithful pray the rosary, requesting the intercession of the Blessed Mother. At the end of the 

Battle of Lepanto, the Holy League was victorious and the maritime expansion of the Ottoman Empire 

was permanently prevented. 

 

The next year, Pius V established a feast on October 7 in honor of the Blessed Mother, originally 

called Our Lady of Victory. After a few centuries, the name was changed to Our Lady of the Rosary to 

more clearly recognize that prayer was the greatest power at work that day on the seas. 

In 1571, the rosary was still a relatively new prayer form for the universal church. Pope Pius V had 

issued a decree formally establishing devotion to the rosary in the papal bull Consueverunt Romani 

Pontifices just two years before the Battle of Lepanto.  

 



 

 

 
The Holy Father’s universal promulgation recognized the growing devotion to the Blessed Mother 

throughout Europe, as well as the increased prayer of the rosary in various locations. Devotion to the 

rosary was especially promoted in the 13th century by St. Dominic and in the 16th century by St. Pe-

ter Canisius (who, according to tradition, added the final verse to the Hail Mary, in which we pray, 

“Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death” — printed officially 

in the Catechism of the Council of Trent in 1566; the first two verses of the Hail Mary are adapted 

from Luke 1:28 and 1:42). 

 

Prayer is the greatest strength in our lives. We are tossed about in the sea of life by huge chal-

lenges today – the unending pandemic, relentless wildfires, air pollution etc. just to name a few. What 

weapons do we have in our armor to fight them with? 

We have the help of all modern technologies and scientific tools. However, they seem to be not 

enough! We need the power of prayer. And the Rosary is really a powerful prayer. 

Some complain that praying the Rosary is quite boring. Why repeat the same prayer over and 

again? Well repetition sustains life. All good things need to be repeated. Our biological functions like 

breathing, heartbeat, pulse, etc. are repetitive. And thank God their repetition keeps us alive! 

By praying the Rosary, we are holding up our spiritual life; if you feel depressed or bored, pray the 

Rosary…meet boredom with boredom and it will turn into joy. 

Thank you, Rebeca: Rebeca Mesa will be leaving the staff position in the parish. She has joined 

the Saint Patrick’s Church in Oakland as Faith Formation teacher. We wish her all best in her ministry 

there. 

I want to thank Rebeca for her dedicated service here at Saint Augustine. She was able to attract 

many children and families to Faith Formation and did a wonderful job. She has lots of skills and tal-

ents in the service of the Lord. 

At Saint Augustine, Faith Formation and RCIA will be organized by April McNeely. We wish April 

all the best in the new ministry. 

Father Augustine 
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St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 

 Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Augustine Joseph 

(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
pastorachurch@comcast.net 

 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 

Faith Formation Coordinator 
Rebecca Mesa 

(510) 653-8631 ext 102 
mesafaithformation@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish news 
 
Donations  
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go 

to the website and click the Donate link. 
 

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave., 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by 
the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  Please do 
not leave an envelope in the mail box. 

 
 
St. Vincent de Paul invites all parishioners to “Blessed Mary and Vin-

centian Women – a day of reflection with Fr. Tom Bonacci, C.P.”, to be 
held via Zoom, on Saturday, October 17, 2020, beginning at 10 
am.  Join us as we celebrate our ministry in a special way connecting our 
Blessed Mary with our Vincentian Women. As did our Blessed Mother 
Mary, our Vincentian Women emptied themselves and allowed themselves 
to be filled with God.   Please refer to the flyer for more information and 
how to RSVP. If you have any questions please contact John Proctor 
at: jproctor@svdp-alameda.org.  

 
 
 
 
 

St. Augustine Zoom Links 
 

NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME 
 

10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428 
 
COMMUNION WILL BE DISTRUBUTED AT THE SACRISTY DOOR 

AFTER THE 10 AM MASS 
 
 
Important Websites and TV Channels 
 
EWTN—Masses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
 
Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
 

Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
 
 
  
St. Vincent de Paul News: 
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of 

North Oakland and South Berkeley. 
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to 

help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well. 
  
 
 
  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
mailto:jproctor@svdp-alameda.org
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 WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
A Note from Rebecca 
 
I would like to start a Pen Pal 

program between the Seniors of 
the Parish and the Faith Forma-
tion program, specifically the 
Sacramental Prep students and I 
need your help.  This entails 
physical mail between you and 
the student, not through e-
mail.   If you can give Linda per-
mission to give me your home 
address, I can then match you 
with one of the Sacramental 
Prep children.  They will initiate 
the contact, again by physical 
mail, with you and you in turn re-
spond to their mail.  This will be 
a great way for the children to 
stay connected to the Parish.  If 
you have any questions, please 
let me know either via 
email:  rmesafaithformation@gm
ail.com or by telephone (510) 
326-6834.  

 
 
    IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill: Sa-
bina Caybut,  Mary Lanigan, 
Karen Miller, Julia Custodio, An-
tonio Custodio, Benjy Perkins, 
Peter Tsan, Wilson Tsan. 
  
  
 And those who have died:   

Marion Jenkins, Fr. Thomas Les-
ter, Joyce McClendon, Fr. Ray 
Zielezienski, Cino Chegia 
 

 Sunday, October 11th 10 am 
Mass 

Bridget Brennan (+) 
  

  

  

  

 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 

RCIA  - Classes continue via Zoom, on Wednesday evenings from 
6:00 pm until 7:00 pm.  Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 
process in which adults become full, participating members of the Catho-
lic Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Interested?  If so, 
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know 
you are.   Either Jay or I will get contact  you as soon possible.   

 

What's Going on in Faith Formation?   
 

THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST. 
AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD 
NEED NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL PREP TO PARTICI-
PATE. 

 

Classes will resume  
October 11, 2020 at 11:30am  

via zoom.   
 

Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is 

the direct link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/

uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form-

2019-2020.pdf and it is also located on our website.   

 

Please complete the form and return it to me via email 

using the rmesafaithformation@gmail.com. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

 

  

Blessings, 

In Christ, 

Rebecca 

mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
mailto:rmesafaithformation@gmail.com
mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
 

For Adults:  How do you translate your faith into the work of the Reign of God? 
 

For Children:  What three things can you do this week to show that you are a follower of Jesus? 

 

 
 

 
How can we strengthen faith formation classes? 

Part I 
 

Becca Meagher and Claire Shea - November 23, 2018 – American Magazine 

 

“If God loved us, why would he give my mom cancer?” asked a 12-year-old girl when 
prompted to write down one major question she had about God. Other students asked: Why 
does God so easily send us to hell? Will God still accept me if I’m gay? Why do only some 
people receive miracles? Why do we need God? As teachers at a coeducational Catholic prep 
school in Minnesota, we often encounter such questions as we talk about faith with our stu-
dents. 

 
Teachers, parents and catechists in parish faith formation programs always hope that we 

can answer questions about God appropriately. But the questions can reveal a deep sense of 
doubt among adolescents. Questions of existence—suffering, purpose and the presence of a 
divine reality—are ones that people often reflect on, but they are rarely part of deep conversa-
tions with others. Ineffective catechesis programs may be one reason for this absence.  

 
At Benilde-St. Margaret’s School, we are taking a radical approach and throwing out the tra-

ditional theology curriculum in junior high in favor of “conversational catechesis.” Seminar -style 
theology classes allow teachers and students to talk openly about difficult and complex ques-
tions of faith. Parish faith formation curricula using this model, partnered with volunteer cate-
chists who are willing to engage in students’ authentic questioning, could be the starting point 
for truly forming the whole person and nurturing a living faith for the young members of our 
church. 

 
This method should not be new to teachers. Young adults no longer need to memorize his-

torical facts or quotes from lofty literature—they have Google for that. Rather, we need to help 
our students exercise an ethical conscience, apply creativity and cultivate innovation. Educa-
tion needs to embrace the muscles of learning so that our students can develop into future 
leaders for a global world. 

 
Unfortunately, the muscles of learning have long been neglected in the study of theology as 

seen in the high-school curriculum provided by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. The 
core curriculum, “Who Is Jesus Christ?,”dives into the dual persons of Jesus and floods stu-

dents with the incredibly complex teachings of Nestorianism and monophysitism. But the cur-
riculum does little to promote critical thinking and moral development. How can we foster 
faith in students with merely rote memorization and inaccessible vocabulary? 
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2020 VIEW 
 

The year 2020 we should see clearly 

Taking time to invasion our goals with clarity 
 

We grew up being taught what is right and wrong 

Through God’s lessons, we know as we go along 
 

We look out for our fellow man 

Inspired by God’s master plan 
 

We pray 2020 God will watch out for us 

To keep us safe and secure for “in God we trust” 
 

We have to stand strong on our principals with persistence 

So we can see through the shadows of lies with resistance 
 

With God’s grace, proper ethics are used and on display 

To be observed, implemented and to be conveyed 
 

We examine with our mind and conscience the situations we see 

To proceed while protecting morals with integrity 
 

As we look out for good and bad and have it in view 

With God’s guidance and blessings, differences come through 
 

Morals and virtues maybe intangible words 

But when set into motion, you can observe the rewards 

 

Our imagination has spirit and insight too 

As it passes from soul, heart and brain, and comes into view 

 

God maybe invisible to the human eye 

But we all know his works are in sight, this cannot be denied 

 

When we observe year 2020 with good and bad as a blend 

May a ray of God’s love help us see this year to the end 

 

By Pat Blakley 


