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Advent Season
All our celebrations have been different since the outbreak of the pandemic. Our church services
have been disrupted in serious ways, our daily lives are a shadow of what they used to be, our social
life and economic activities are all in shambles. To some, life seems to descent into the dark depths of
despair and hopelessness.
Yet our faith in God is the secret weapon to fight against all these seemingly powerful enemies. As
Jesus says, “the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed” Matthew 13:31; or “The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the
dough.” (Matthew 13:33) The power of God shines through flaws, frailties and failures and transforms
us and the world from within.
Now, here comes Advent, a season of hope! It is this enduring hope that sustains us and makes us
Christians. Our hope is founded on Jesus Christ, His promise, His death and resurrection. Nothing can
take it away from us, let alone a pandemic. As Saint Paul tells us,
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? Romans 8:35.
Again, we read in Matthew “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say
to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for
you.” (Matthew 17:20)
Opportunity for Advent Prayer Experience.
The season of Advent begins on Sunday November 29th. Our preparations for Advent will be different. We are offering online prayer experiences on Zoom. It will be from Sunday to Friday at 3:00 PM
and at 7:00 PM. (This will take the place of Rosary and other devotions we have during the same time.)
We’ll be coming together to share in the beautiful tradition of the Advent wreath to pray, unpack the
Sunday Scripture reading, and prepare our hearts for the coming week of Advent. Our Zoom experience
begins on First Sunday of Advent on November 29th.
I want to invite everyone to take advantage of this great opportunity. It is also an important way of
fostering our spiritual fellowship, to pray for and support other members of our parish.
May the Lord in His mercy bring about a quick end to this pandemic, protect and keep us safe.
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Parish news
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box.
St. Augustine Zoom Links
NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428
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Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
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pastorachurch@comcast.net
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Rebecca Mesa
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mesafaithformation@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
St. Vincent de Paul News:
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to
help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
We would like to remind you that one of our traditional 5th Sunday
second collection will be taken on this Sunday, November 29th.
Please consider giving as you can afford it. Donations can be mailed
to the parish: 400 Alcatraz Avenue, Oakland, Ca 94609. Thank you and
God bless you all.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - Classes continue via Zoom, on Monday and
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm. Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in which
adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I
will get contact you as soon possible.
What's Going on in Faith Formation?
THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST.
AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD NEED
NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL PREP TO PARTICIPATE.
Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is the
direct link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form-20192020.pdf and it is also located on our website.
Please complete the form and return it to Linda in the office.
THERE WILL BE NO FAITH FORMATION CLASS ON
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29.
St. Vincent de Paul is providing opportunities to help those
in need.
The 2nd collection on November 29 will be for SVdP.
These donations go to the general fund. You can also participate by sending a gift card or monetary donation in this
year’s version of the Giving Tree. It’s not as fun a choosing a
toy for a needy child but the end result is the same: families
in need can have a good Christmas Dinner and buy gifts for
their children.
The Giving Tree is a great way to model Christian charity
for your children. They will be happy knowing that they have
made another child happy.
Blessings,
April

November 29th, 2020
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Advent prayer via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Advent prayer via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Mary Lanigan,
Karen Miller, Julia Custodio, Antonio Custodio, Peter Tsan, Wilson Tsan, Mildred Burns and
Family.
And those who have died:
Fr. Ray Zielezienski, Cino Chegia, all the victims of the Corona
Virus, and all the souls in Purgatory who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, November 29th, 10
am Mass
Kathleen Tuba (-)
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ADVENT

I love Advent! I love the readings. I love the preparations. I love the music. I love the
candles. I even love the darkness.
The Advent season is filled with preparation and expectation. Everyone is getting ready
for Christmas — shopping and decorating, baking and cleaning. Too often, however, we
are so busy with the material preparations that we lose sight of the real reason for our activity: the Word made flesh coming to dwell among us. Christians are urged to preserve the
spiritual focus of Christmas amidst the prevailingly secular and consumer-driven society.
But how can we do that in the time of COVID?
Rather than seeing COVID as an impediment to celebrating Advent, let’s see it as a
unique opportunity to celebrate Advent in a new way. We won’t be able to enjoy the beautiful decorations that we usually have in our church—but we can make beautiful decorations
for our homes. The Advent Wreath is a central part of the Advent season. It helps us mark
the time from darkness to light. We start by lighting one candle and each week we light an
additional candle. As the light gets brighter the birth of Christ Child draws nearer. The
wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to the Christmas season. The wreath itself,
which is made of various evergreens, signifies continuous life. The circle of the wreath,
which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul,
and the everlasting life we find in Christ.
An Advent Calendar is also a way that we can observe Advent at home. I’m not taking
about the ones with a piece of chocolate for each day—although everyone who knows me
knows how much I love chocolate! - but a Calendar that reflects the themes of the season:
Hope, Faith, Joy, and Peace. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has prepared an Advent Calendar with activities and prayers for each day of Advent. Click link to
view. https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar/advent
In the midst of the hustle and bustle of the season, let us strive to keep Advent a season
of waiting and longing, of conversion and hope, meditating often on the incredible love and
humility of our God in taking on flesh of the Virgin Mary. In our shopping and baking, let’s
remember to purchase and prepare something for the poor. When we clean our homes,
let’s distribute some of our possessions to those who lack many necessities. While we are
decking the halls of our homes, let us not forget to prepare a peaceful place in our hearts
wherein our Savior may come to dwell.
Blessings,
April
QUESTION OF THE WEEK
For Adults: How do you know when you’re following Christ and living his teachings faithfully?
For Children: What good thing might God be asking you to do right now?

