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Truth Is Not Dead
There is a current tendency among some people
to deny objective truth. Truth for them is what they
think or what they say even when facts are contrary
to their standpoint. The Church and the popes (Pope
Benedict and Pope Francis) have rightly named it as
relativism and condemned it.
Is it not ironical that in this media driven world of
Mass Communication, instant messaging, FaceTime
and so on, truth has become a scarce commodity? It
is hard to separate the wheat from the chaff!
Once we permit lies to get a foothold in our thinking, our lives or our polity, they can poison the well
and take control of our lives. The following Arab fable is a good instance of it.
One cold night, as an Arab sat in his tent, a camel gently thrust his nose under the flap and looked
in. "Master," he said, "let me put my nose in your tent. It's cold and stormy out here." "By all means,"
said the Arab, "and welcome" as he turned over and went to sleep.
A little later the Arab awoke to find that the camel had not only put his nose in the tent but his
head and neck also. The camel, who had been turning his head from side to side, said, "I will take
but little more room if I place my forelegs within the tent. It is difficult standing out here." "Yes, you
may put your forelegs within," said the Arab, moving a little to make room, for the tent was small.
Finally, the camel said, "May I not stand wholly inside? I keep the tent open by standing as I do."
"Yes, yes," said the Arab. "Come wholly inside. Perhaps it will be better for both of us." So, the
camel crowded in. The Arab with difficulty in the crowded quarters again went to sleep. When he
woke up the next time, he was outside in the cold and the camel had the tent to himself. (Author unknown.)
What seems at first a plausible pretext for forcing a lie into our lives or our polity to which it does
not belong, leads to disastrous consequences. We might leave the truth out in the cold to freeze!
Continued on page 2
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It is said that the ‘devil is the father of all lies.’ Well, anyone who perpetuates lies and relativism
becomes children of the father of all lies!
Millions of lies cannot conquer a single truth. And as Jesus says, “Truth shall set you free.” John
8:32.
The words Satyameva Jayate [Sanskrit language] from Mundaka Upanishad, (one of the ancient
Indian scriptures) meaning 'Truth Alone Triumphs', should strengthen us in times of doubt, fear and
anxiety.
What can a Christian do?
It is important for a person to differentiate between truth and lies. Experience shows that it is not
always easy. One needs to take into account many factors in sorting out the truth – teachings of the
Church, historical events, listening to opposite viewpoints, the Holy Bible, etc.
The model for leadership for Christians is Jesus Christ. Jesus is God. Yet, his self-abnegation is
unparalleled in history. He could have destroyed all his enemies by a simple word or by the snap
of his fingers. However, he chose the way of the suffering servant, even suffering gross injustice on
a cross. “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved, it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18)
One might object saying, ‘after all, Jesus is God, He could afford to do all that.’ Well, there are
ordinary human beings who have proved to humanity that one can truly be a good leader. Mahatma Gandhi in India, Martin Luther King in United States and others.
The pandemic, the political rancor and unrest should make us aware of the fragility and fleeting
nature of human endeavors and institutions. Putting all our eggs in the earthly basket (on earth
bound realities) could lead one to violence, depression, meaninglessness, hopelessness, and despair. Our faith is in Christ Jesus who has conquered sin and evil.
As Saint Augustine says, ‘Christians have a dual citizenship.’ As citizens of the earthly city if we
live good lives, we do not forfeit our heavenly citizenship but endorse it.
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Parish news
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box
St. Augustine Zoom Links
NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director & Faith Formation Coordinator
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Free COVID Testing
Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

EBI is graciously offering our Community free COVID testing. The
testing will be done in our lower parking lot. There is a set schedule,
so if you would like to participate, please contact Linda at (510) 6538631 to make an appointment
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.
What's Going on in Faith Formation?
Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is the direct link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Advent prayer via
Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Advent prayer via
Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Mary Lanigan,
Karen Miller, Julia Custodio, Antonio Custodio, Honor Nono, and
Jessie Jacob, Barbara Eckles,
David Jacobson.
And those who have died:
Harold Jacobson, Franklin Litonjua, all the victims of the Coronavirus, and all the souls in Purgatory who have no one to pray
for them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, January 17th
Franklin Jitonjua (+)
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WHAT WOULD MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. SAY?
As we celebrate the life and legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. this Monday, I can’t help but wonder what
he would think of the recent events in the Capitol. Maybe he would say that we can’t keep pretending racism doesn't exist. Maybe he would say that we have witnessed the exact opposite of peaceful protest.
I have heard many people say that there would have been a lot more security if the protest had been by
the Black Lives Matter movement—and many more people would have died. And now there is a real threat
of violence at every capitol building in every state. We can no longer pretend racism and white supremacy
don’t exist.
So, what would Dr. King say? He would have the very same message for us today as he had during his
lifetime: love your neighbor, pray for your enemies, treat each other kindly, and protest peacefully.
These are dark times in our country and we must take action. Below is a statement from Cardinal DiNardo, the president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops with a link to more information and ways
to get involved.
WASHINGTON— The president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston, has issued the following statement in relation to the observance of Martin Luther King
Jr. Day.
Cardinal DiNardo's full statement follows:
"In recent years—including last summer in Charlottesville—we have glimpsed an appalling truth that
lurks beneath the surface of our culture. Even with all the progress our country has made on the issue, racism remains a living reality. As our nation celebrates the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., we are
given an important time to recommit ourselves to the Gospel message he preached, that the sin of racism
can be defeated by active love and the light of faith.
Our challenge is to bring Dr. King's message into the present moment in a way that inspires lasting
change. In a pivotal 1958 essay, he wrote that: 'Along the way of life, someone must have the sense
enough and the morality enough to cut off the chain of hate. This can only be done by projecting the ethics
of love to the center of our lives.'
Breaking the chain of hate requires both courage and commitment, Sr. Mary Antona Ebo, a Franciscan
Sister of Mary and the first African-American sister to march with Dr. King in Selma, exemplified these
qualities. She told those gathered that: 'I'm here because I'm a Negro, a nun, a Catholic, and because I
want to bear witness.' Sister Antona passed away on November 11 last year at the age of 93. She remained a bold and dedicated champion of civil rights throughout her lifetime, and her witness should inspire
our own.
We pray in confidence that Jesus Christ will remind us all that he is the most powerful means to break
the chains of hate that still bind too many hearts, a truth which lies at the center of Dr. King's legacy."
USCCB racism resources and information about the USCCB Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism can be
found at: http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/
Blessings, April

For Adults: What qualities do you have that would cause others to recognize you as a disciple of Jesus?
For Children: What does it take to be a follower of Jesus?

