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New Year, Musings
This bygone year has been a challenging one in
many ways. Few people in their living memory had to
endure such an ordeal. It has affected every aspect of
our lives – economy, religion, education, social interaction, mental health, to name a few.
It is also a wonderful break for one to reflect on human life and its meaning. In spite of all advancement in
science and technology, life is very fragile. It can vanish
in a jiffy. All the advances in medical sciences can help
to some extent, but no more!
What is life? It is a free gift that we have received, without having worked for it or meriting it. We can
only kneel on awe and say “Thank You, Lord.”
None of us chose to be born, none of us chose our parents or siblings, our race or our nationality.
Yet, somehow, in divine providence, it all worked out to be the person that everyone is.
What ones does with this gift of life is a personal responsibility. The choices one makes, the manner
in which one leads one’s life, the values and moral norms that guide one are immensely individualistic.
It may be easy to point a finger at others; however, ultimately, in the depth of oneself, everyone knows it
is one’s own liability.
Is one’s life just limited to this earthly existence? One is on FaceTime with mortality! It looks deep into
the eyes. Is there hope or despair? All the successes, all achievements, all glory, all wealth seem to
vanish like smoke blown away by the wind!
That is where religion steps in, when all else have failed or deserted. The hope of Christianity, the
resurrection of Christ slowly beckons us and leads us to a new life. All is not in vain; all is not lost.
Blessed is one who can FaceTime with Christ.
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Mary, Mother of God. On January 1st, we celebrate the solemn feast of Mary, Mother
of God. The English title "Mother of God" is a literal translation of the Latin title Mater
Dei, which in turn is a rendering of the Greek title Θεοτόκος (Theotokos), meaning
"Bearer of God" dogmatically adopted by the First Council of Ephesus (431) as an assertion of the divinity of Christ.
In his Apostolic Letter, Marialis Cultus, Pope Paul VI explained:
"This celebration, placed on January 1 ...is meant to commemorate the part
played by Mary in this mystery of salvation. It is meant also to exalt the singular
dignity which this mystery brings to the "holy Mother...through whom we were
found worthy to receive the Author of life." It is likewise a fitting occasion for renewing adoration of the newborn Prince of Peace, for listening once more to the
glad tidings of the angels (cf. Lk. 2:14), and for imploring from God, through the
Queen of Peace, the supreme gift of peace."
Happy New Year 2021 filled with God’s blessings and mercy.
Father Augustine Joseph
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Parish news
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box
St. Augustine Zoom Links
NEW SUNDAY MASS TIME
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director & Faith Formation Coordinator
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Free COVID Testing
Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

EBI is graciously offering our Community free COVID testing. The
testing will be done in our lower parking lot. There is a set schedule,
so if you would like to participate, please contact Linda at (510) 6538631 to make an appointment
St. Vincent de Paul News:
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to
help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - Classes continue via Zoom, on Monday and Wednesday evenings from 6:00 pm until 7:00 pm. Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) is the process in which adults become full, participating members
of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
THIS IS OPEN TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF THE ST.
AUGUSTINE PARISH COMMUNITY. YOUR CHILD NEED
NOT BE IN SACRAMENTAL PREP TO PARTICIPATE.
Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is the direct link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form-20192020.pdf and it is also located on our website.
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NEW YEAR’S MASS
SCHEDULE
Friday, January 1st,
Outdoor (weather permitting) Solemnity of
Mary Mass at 10 AM.
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Advent prayer via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Advent prayer via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Mary Lanigan,
Karen Miller, Julia Custodio, Antonio Custodio, Honor Nono, and
Jessie Jacob
And those who have died:
Cino Chegia, Cora Taylor, Harold Jacobson, Franklin Litonjua,
all the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Friday, January 1st , 10 am
Mass
Antonio Custodio (-)
Sunday, January 3rd
Franklin Litonjua (+)
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MARY, OUR MOTHER AND THE MOTHER OF GOD
Mary, our Blessed Mother, was only a young girl when she learned that she was going to be an important part of God’s plan for the whole world.
Tradition tells us that Mary was three years old when her parents, Anne and Joachim, took her to the temple in Jerusalem so that she could be blessed. The blessing was a sign that she would love and serve God.
Anne and Joachim raised Mary according to Jewish customs and they taught her always to believe and
trust in God.
When Mary was a young woman, the angel Gabriel appeared to her and told her that God had chosen her
to be the mother of his only Son. The angel said that God wanted Mary to name her son Jesus, and that he
is holy because he is the Son of God. Mary said “yes” to God, even though she did not understand how all
of this would happen. She said, “May it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).
We know that Mary’s son became the Savior of the world, and his work continues through the Church today. Long ago, the Holy Spirit guided our Church leaders to understand that Jesus is true God and true
man. He is both divine and human. He is the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus was also a child
who grew up, and who eventually suffered death on the cross and rose from the dead. After much prayer
and debate, our Church leaders said that Mary was not only the mother of Jesus. She was also the Mother
of God, since Jesus is truly God. Our Church leaders gave Mary a special title: Theotokos. This is a Greek
word that means “God-bearer” or “Mother of God.”
Long before our Church leaders officially declared Mary the Mother of God, her cousin Elizabeth knew what
a special privilege Mary had been given. When Mary went to visit Elizabeth, Elizabeth called her “the
mother of my Lord” (Luke 1:43).
Mary is our greatest saint, and so we begin every year with a celebration in her honor. We also show our
love and reverence for Mary on many other special days throughout the liturgical year. We call these special days Marian Feasts. There are also many popular devotions to Mary across the world, such as: Our
Lady of Guadalupe; Mary, Undoer of Knots; Our Lady of Mercy; Immaculate Heart of Mary; and Our Lady
of Good Health. We can pray to Mary, the Mother of God, every day. We can ask her to help us say “yes”
to God’s plan for us. We can ask Mary to pray that we will follow Jesus in everything we say and do.
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.
Amen.
Saintsource.com

For Adults: When have you been jealous or fearful of another person? When are such feelings
harmful?
For Children: When have you been jealous because something good happened to another person
instead of you? What is the problem with feeling that way?

