
• Weekend Mass schedule • 
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m. 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Also upon request 
 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 
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On Almsgiving 

 
 

The giving of alms is an act 

of charity toward those less fortunate. In 

the Apostolic age, Christians were 

taught that giving alms was an expres-

sion of love, which was first expressed 

by God to them in that Jesus sacrificed 

himself as an act of love for the salvation of believers. 

 

More than simply giving money, almsgiving is an act of love that can deepen our prayer life and bring 

a greater sense of meaning to fasting. Almsgiving incorporates both prayer and fasting in a way that 

manifests itself by caring for our neighbor in need. It can deepen our prayer as we are brought into con-

tact with our brothers and sisters who live in poverty and give us a greater understanding of what it 

means to go without food while fasting.  

 

During Lent, we are asked to focus more intently on "almsgiving," which means donating money or 

goods to the poor and performing other acts of charity.  As one of the three pillars of Lenten practice, 

almsgiving is "a witness to fraternal charity" and “a work of justice pleasing to God." (Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, no. 2462).   

 

Almsgiving is important in fostering a deep spiritual journey during Lent because it allows us to step 

outside of ourselves and focus on the needs of others.  

 

It can also prompt important questions: Do I really need this? Am I consuming too much? Almsgiving 

provides us with a human connection and the opportunity to see the impact that works of charity can 

have on others.  

 

Continued on page 2 
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Types of almsgiving: 
 

Church collections: Almsgiving or collections are given for the support of the church's mission, 

budget, ministry, and for its relief of the poor; they are an important act of Christian charity, united to 

communal prayer.  

Private Charity: Private acts of charity are considered virtuous only if not done for others to admire, 

but carried out as part of Christian duty. Gospels warns, be careful not to do your 'acts of righteous-

ness' in front of others, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in 

heaven, Matthew 6:1. Again, “...when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 

right hand is doing. Matthew 6:3. 

The outward and an inward giving of alms: Here Jesus places the primary focus on the motives 

behind such acts, which should be love. Rather, give as alms what is inside, and then everything will 

be clean for you! Luke 11:41 

Giving of the rich versus the poor: Jesus contrasts the giving of the rich and the poor. He looked 

up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. And He saw a poor widow putting in two small 

copper coins. And He said, 'Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all of them; for they all 

out of their surplus put into the offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on.' 

Luke 21:1-4 

The widow with the two coins from Luke's Gospel is a wonderful example of the power 

of almsgiving, even when we feel we have nothing to give. 

Giving out of Love and not out of duty: He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do 

for one of the least of these, you did not do for Me.' Matthew 25:45 

In his 2020 Lenten Message, Pope Francis told us “today too, there is a need to appeal to men and 

women of goodwill to share, by almsgiving, their goods with those most in need, as a means of person-

ally participating in the building of a better world.” 

Here are a few practical ways to incorporate almsgiving this Lent: 

 Donate food to your local soup kitchen or food bank 

 Tutor a schoolchild or mentor a college graduate (this can be done virtually!) 

 Increase your donation to your local parish 
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 Do some grocery shopping or run an errand for an elderly neighbor 

 Write a note of affirmation to someone special in your life 

 Make a meal for an elderly neighbor or a new mother and leave it on their doorstep 

 Show an act of kindness to someone who is difficult to like 

 Support the work of the Church around the world by giving to organizations that serve at-risk and im-

poverished populations. 

There are several special opportunities for almsgiving through donations to Church ministries for which 

collections are conducted during the Lenten season.  The following links are some of the giving opportuni-

ties offered by the Catholic Church especially during this season of Lent. 
 

Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
 

National Black and Indian Mission Collection 
 

Catholic Relief Services Collection 
 

Collection for the Holy Land 

CRS Rice Bowl 

In conclusion, I like to quote part of the prayer attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi, “It is in giving that 

we receive…,” 

Father Augustine Joseph 

Opportunity for the Sacrament of reconciliation 

At the parish we are organizing individual reconciliations on Saturday, March 20 from 10 AM to 12 

noon. It will be held in the parking lot, keeping the Covid-19 safety protocol. All are invited to participate 

and receive forgiveness from Our Lord, Jesus Christ, through the ministry of the church. 

Continued from page 2 

https://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/central-and-eastern-europe/collection/index.cfm
http://www.blackandindianmission.org
https://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/catholic-relief-services-collection/index.cfm
http://www.myfranciscan.org
http://www.crsricebowl.org/
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(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
www.staugustineoakland.com 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 

 Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Augustine Joseph 

(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
vrevaj20@gmail.com 

 

Music Director & Faith Forma-
tion Coordinator 

April McNeely 
(510) 504-4784 

april.mcneely@gmail.com 
 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

Parish news 
 
Donations  
 
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go 

to the website and click the Donate link. 
 
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave., 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by 

the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  Please do 
not leave an envelope in the mail box 

 

8:30 am Weekday Morning Masses 

Our church is once again open for weekday Masses, Monday through 

Friday. 

The Alcatraz Avenue main doors will remain closed, so please enter 

through the Colby St. gate, which will be closed, but unlocked. 

The Masses will also be on Zoom so if you would like the link, please 

call Linda at (510) 653-8631 and she will be happy to send it to you. 

 
Outdoor Reconciliation Service 
 
Fr. Augustine is planning to hold an outdoor reconciliation service on 

Saturday, March 20th, from 10 am to 12 Noon in the upper parking lot.  
There will be four priests available for individual reconciliation. 

  
St. Augustine Zoom Links 
  

 
  

10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428 
  

Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links 
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday) 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09 

  

7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday) 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09 

  

Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday) 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?

pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09 

   

  
  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net


Oakland, California                                         • Fourth Sunday of Lent•                                   March 14th, 2021 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:30 am Holy Mass 
Monday through Friday 
 
5 pm Vigil Mass 
Saturdays 
 
10 am Sunday Mass 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

by Request only 
 
3 pm Advent prayer via 

Zoom 
Sunday through Friday 
 
7 pm Advent prayer via 

Zoom 
Sunday through Friday 
 
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom 
Monday through Friday 
 
 

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill: Sa-
bina Caybut,  Karen Miller, Julia 
Custodio, Jessie Jacob, Richard 
Conness, Erika Chaine, Jay and 
Cynthia Mitchell, Diane Talley, 
Virginia Frumenti, Mary Owens, 
Karen Burns. 
 
 

 And those who have died:   
Harold Jacobson, Franklin Liton-
jua, Fr. Cyriac, all the victims of 
the Coronavirus, and all the 
souls in Purgatory who have no 
one to pray for them.  

 

Mass Intentions 
 

 
Sunday, March 14th 
William McGonagle (+) 
  

  

  

 FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 

RCIA  - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process 
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic 
Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Interested?  If so, 
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know 
you are.   Either Jay or I will get contact  you as soon possible.   

 

What's Going on in Faith Formation?   
 

Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is the di-

rect link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/

uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form-2019-

2020.pdf and it is also located on our website.   

 

 

 

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
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For Adults:  Do you see the world as basically evil, or as good?  What difference does  this make in the 
way you live? 

 
 

For Children:  Where do you see goodness in God’s world? 

LATARE SUNDAY—THE 4TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. (cf. Isaiah 66:10–11) 

The Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) receives its name from the Latin word for “rejoice.” Many of 
us undoubtedly remember that this is the Sunday when rose is worn by the priest, when flowers once again 
decorate what was otherwise a barren sanctuary. 

A posture of joy may be the last thing many of us desire to assume right now, quarantined in our homes, 
afraid of the illness that could afflict our families and friends. Not a few of us are afraid of losing our jobs, 
concerned that we won’t be able to pay our bills. Many of us are experiencing isolation right now, longing 
for just a bit of contact with our neighbors, our coworkers, and our friends.   

And yet, the Church calls us mourners to rejoice. Christian joy does not mean denying the existence 
of sorrow. Rather, Christian joy is our recognition that the world is meaningful, a space created for 

love rather than meaningless hatred or despair. 

We lift up our heads to praise the living God, joyfully, because God has loved us into existence, re-
deemed us through the Death and Resurrection of the Son, and still is present through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, even as we suffer the minor and major tragedies of life. 

Therefore, this Sunday, let us rejoice. Such rejoicing should not be a stoic disregard for the suffering so 
evident in our world. Rather, the rejoicing that breaks forth from our lips is the expression of hope. God is 
like a tender mother, who gathers her children into her arms, consoling us as a mom calms a newborn 
babe. We rejoice that this God exists. 

If we take up this posture of rejoicing, we may begin to see anew why there are reasons for us to rejoice 
right now, even in our quarantined state. Time spent with family (even if it’s digitally mediated), concern for 
our neighbor, the sacrifice of many Americans for the common good, and even a deeper longing for the 
Eucharist that dwells in the hearts of so many Catholics unable to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord 

right now.  

Many of our churches are shuttered this Sunday, and most likely, even for Easter Sunday. But the Res-
urrection of our Lord comes. In our Lenten practices, celebrated even in the privacy of our homes, we run 
forth to greet the Lord who comes to us. 

Easter is coming. Better get ready. 

By Timothy O’Malley  

https://mcgrathblog.nd.edu/celebrating-the-fourth-sunday-of-lent 

 
  

C:/Users/Linda/Desktop/10 Things to Remember.pdf


WINGS Announcement 

Our theme for this year is “Strength for the Journey”. Join us on Wednesdays for 
the topic of the day ~ Coming Together. Say “Yes” to WINGS! 

The Spring season is devoted to "Faith in Action." This faith enhancement group for 
women encourages spiritual growth through prayer, Scripture study, life sharing and com-
munity. We will meet on Wednesdays on the Zoom platform from 9:15-11:15am until fur-
ther notice. 

Our engaging speakers will uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll experience a wel-
coming community as we support each other in our spiritual growth. Invite a friend! 
Women from local parishes and other denominations are welcome! 

If you’re new to WINGS or wish to sample a meeting, send your email address to Nancy 
Midlin midlin.nancy@gmail.com. She will send you the link to Zoom.  For more informa-
tion, or to attend as a guest, contact St. Augustine parishioner, Courtenay Redis, 
at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com. 

 
 
March 21st, Second Collection 
 
Our second collection next week is for Catholic Relief Services Bishop’s Overseas appeal.  

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
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